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The 12 Virtues of a Good Teacher - Wisdom 

“Wisdom is a virtue that gives us knowledge of the most exalted things 
though the most excellent principles so that we may act accordingly.” 
 
“In what, then, does the Wisdom of a good teacher consist?  It consists in 
making him know, love and fulfill the exalted and infinitely precious object for 
which he is responsible; from this it follows that a good teacher should begin 
by imitating the example of Solomon, who spoke humbly to the Author of all 
Good, the God of Knowledge, the Father of Lights: ‘Give me . . . the Wisdom 
that sits by your throne . . . . For she knows and understands all things, and 
she will guide me wisely in my actions and guard me with her glory’ (Wisdom 
9: 4, 11).” 
 
A good teacher “would act imprudently if while teaching the students, he did 
not seek to instruct himself concerning what he wishes to teach them. . . . 
Wisdom will also show him and make him deeply cognizant not only of the 
truths he is obliged to teach but of the principles of these subjects.” 
 
"While imparting to them what he knows, he must take great care in           
particular not to tell them anything offensive or that might lead them to    
become ill disposed toward himself or the school." 
 
“To instruct children with greater benefit, Wisdom requires that the teacher 
practice the virtues that he should cultivate in them. . . . He will, therefore, 
make sure to give them the example of what he wishes to teach them. . . .” 
 
“. . . he will strive, for his own sake and for the sake of instructing them, to 
distinguish what is truly good from what is such only in appearance. . . .” 
 
“. . . he will lead them to choose rightly and to persevere in every enlightened 
choice; to arrange all things with order and measure; in a word, to fulfill     
exactly their duties toward God, toward themselves, and toward others.” 

 

 

The 12 Virtues Series 

A Question:  
 
How do you share your perspective, which comes from experience, in a way that  
young people will hear?  
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The 12 Virtues Series 

Information collected from around the globe.  
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For Reflection 
   

What statement speaks especially to you and your educational responsibilities? 

 

What does this virtue look like in action?   

 

How does one exercise wisdom towards oneself? 

 

How do you know when your wisdom is effective? 

 

How do you know when your wisdom is ineffective? 
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The 12 Virtues Series 
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The 12 Virtues Series 
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The 12 Virtues Series 
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The 12 Virtues Series 
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The 12 Virtues Series 
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The 12 Virtues Series 
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The 12 Virtues Series 
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The 12 Virtues Series 
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The 12 Virtues Series 
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The 12 Virtues Series 
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