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AUTHORS' PREFACE

The purpose of this booklet is to provide teachers and their
students with as clear an outline as possible of
- what it was like to live in 17th century France
~ how this society differé@ from our own
= the way in which John Baptist de La Salle was led to
react when confronted by the people, the traditions,

the institutions of the age.
Obviously, in such a short study, not everything has been said,

It is hoped that, enlightened by the way in which the Patron
of Christian Educators set himself to live in his own environment,
his own situation, each one of us, young or old, might reflect on
our lives to-day and on what we might do, in different circumstances,
with different means, to resolve some of the problems we encounter

in the course of our own vocation in life.

Guided by the light of one man's successful experience - the
experience of a saint - we might ask ourselves, as a postscript to
this study, how we can.give witness to Jesus Christ in the school
warld of to-day and how we can help young people to be better
mrepared for their adult lives through "schools which are well=-

run", (La Salle: letters)

The ;arspeétive of this booklet is meant to favour personal

reflection., It comprises five sections: |

1, A short lexicon of the 17th century in France.

2. The warld that was challenged by de La Salle,
B.I.The options that presented themselves to.de La Salle.

L4, The conditions necessary for a school to be 'well-run!,

5. Some significant steps taken by de La Salle,
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I. A Shart Lexicon of Seventeenth Century France

A number of seventeenth century French wordé no longer have
the same meaning., Others refer to situations which no longer exist.
Hany of the.contemporaries of de La Salle are unknown to us. Some
information sbout these words and these persons will be helpful to
mderstand a world very diﬂ‘eren;t from our own.

(12 Some Contemnoraries of J.B; de La Salle,

Nicolas Barré (1621 - 1686): A Religious of the Order of the Minims
a talented preacher, a professor of theology at Paris and at Rouen,
end the spiritual adviser of de La Salle. He drew up Rules far
the Sisters of Providence of Rouen and the Ladies of Saint-Mawur,
both congregations devoted to the education of girls,

He was greatly esteemed by Hadame de Maintenon and@ sent some
of his Sisters to the Royal School of Saint-Cyr in order to give
some pedagogical training to those in cherge of that establishment,

" Living as he did, a life of abnegetion and of complete trust
in Cod, he advised de La Salle to give all his goods to the poar
and to rely solely on God far the support of his schools,

Charles Démia (1637 - 1689): A priest of the Diocese of Lyons,
He arganised the seminary of St, Charles for the training of both

priests and school teachers. He was a member of the Company of the
Blessed Sacrament (q.v.) and worked with this society to set up
schools far the poar and which would have a firm fourdation of
practical regulations, . _ _

He created the Bureau des Ecoles (the School Board) and was
responsible for the foundation of the Congregation of the Sisters
of St. Charles for the education of girls, His 'Remonstrances to
the Municipal Magistrates' (échevins) drew the attention of both
religious and civil authorities to the prcblem of the education of
the poor. They hed a profound effect in Paris and Rheims. By
presenting the school question as a matter of national concern,
through its political, social and religious aspects, they aroused
public opinion, promoted the vocation of many teachers and of
founders of schools, In one of his manifestos, Demia quoted the
example of the early beginnings of de La Salle's work,

Charles Maurice Le Tellier (1642 - 1710): Archbishop of Rheinms,
the dbrother of the Minister, Louvois, His father, Michel Le Tellier,
was both Minister and Chancellar of Louis XIV.
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‘The Archbishop of Rheims l‘was a2 hot tempered man ard is known
to the history of gossip throygh a delightful letter vritten by that
loquacious seventeenth centurj letter writer, Mme de Sévigné,

"ligr de Tellier's coach was rolling on and on! It encountercd a
peasant's cart and sent it fly;ing 'head over heels' into the
ditch ..,." Obviously an Archbishop could not be in the wrong,

" 'not when he was Le Tellier, i '

La Salle had considerable trouble trying o obtain from
Hgr Le Tellier:=-

1. the permission to renounce his of'fice of Canon,

2, the permission to live in poverty with his Brothers: far

the Archbishop this was an affront to the dignity of the
- priesthood, ‘

3, the right to leave Rheims for Paris.

Nonetheless, de La Salle was able to convince the Archbishop of

the validity of his reasons,

Touis-Antoine de Neeilles (1651 - 1720): Archbishop of Paris who

showed himself fickle in his reactions to Jansenism (q.v.) He

was equally changeable in his relations with de La Salle.

_ At first, he accarded him the widest powers to confess within
the diocese and acknowledged a semi-afficial existence for his
novitiate, In campany with James II, King of ®ngland, he visited
the Brothers' school in the parish of Saint-Sulpice, It was he
who advised the exiled English king to entrust de La Salle with
the educetion of the sons of the Irish families that had accompanied
him to France,

~ Later, the Archbishop gave ready credence to the criticism
against the Founder of the Brothers, He appointed another superiar
in his place, He farbade him to ti‘ain teachers far schools for ‘Ehe
poar., B
" La Salle submitted to the Archbishop's orders, but finding that

. the situestion in Poris was no longer suitable far him to exercise

.his apostolate in completc harmony with the diocesan authorities,
.he accepted the invitatian of the Archbishopb of Rouen to leave Paris
" far Rouen, the capital of Normandy. In this way, he was able to
reconcile his perfect submission to the directives from Rome with
his concern never to discbey his diocesan superiors, cven when the

Jatter were in disagreement with the Pope,

Adrien Nyel (1621 = 1687): A lay men from the Diocese of Laon, the
general administratar of the Poar House Hospital) of Rouen and

responsible for the schools for the poor in that town. .
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After having established four schools in each of the four
districts of Rouen under the care of the Bdard of Management far
the Poor (Bureau des Pauvres), he attempted to train his teachers,
who like Myel himself, devoted their lives to working for the pocr,
‘accepting the minimum necessary far their own subsistence,

In 1679, he ceme to Rheims to establish schools on the model
of those of Rouen, De La Salle invited him into his own home,
Together they decided to organise the Rheims schools on a: different
model: instead of seeking the support of the General Poor House,
they would put themselves at the disposition of the périshes
end parish priests, |

La Salle cbtained the non-intervention of the Diocesan inspector
of schools (écolatre) and Nyel directed the school of Saint-Maurice.
It was a success., Nyel recruited teachers, opened a school in the
parish of St. Jemes ard began others in the neighbouring tomns: |
Guise, Laon ... -

La Salle found himself obliged to 'assume responsibility for
the teachers at Rheims'. He was now involved in a vocation he had -
not foreseen, v _ ‘ )

In 1685, Nyel returned to Rouen, where he 'took up the position
of superintendent of the schools for the poor, He never forgot the
solemn commitment he had undertaken in 1657 to consecrate himself
ehtirely, to the end of his days, to the service of the éoor.

Nicolas Roland (1642 - 1678): A Canon of Rheims, the spiritual
director of John-Baptist de La Salle and the founder of the
Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy dhild -Jesus, dedicated to
the education of girls, | ,

A man of an unusually precocious intelligence, Nicolas Roland
helped to apply, in the diocese of Rheims, the reforms demanded by
the Council of Trent. He was always available far retreats far the
- clergy, for seminaries, far country missions, Befare undertaking

'a.tv new wark, he would always make a study of any experiments already
attempted, His interest in schools for the poor was extraordinary,

" Be was anxious that La Salle should do far boys what he himself had
accomplished for the education of girls but he did not live to see it.
However, by making the future founder of the Brothers the execcutor

of his will, he was responsidble far giving him an experience both
with a religious congregation and with education that would prepare
him for his mission.
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(2) The vocabulary of the séyenteenth century.,

Almoner: An ccclesiastic whqase function it was to distribute ‘alms
to the poar, Louis XIV entrﬂstcd the Great Almoncr with the
responsibility of discovering and applying appropriate soluticns

to the problem raised by the great number of poor people and by
the shocking contrast between the different social classes,

Begging was closely controlled, A central register of alms existed

at the Royal Court and each parish had its own register,

The Poor Board: (Bureau des Pauvres). This was composed of the

administratars of each town whose function was to collect and
distribute goods bequeathed to the poar., The Poar Board sought
assistance and arganised collections, They were of'ten the same
people who administered the General Poor House or Infirmary, the
social assistancc of the period, Demia and other influential
veople used the same pattern to raise the funds necessary far
their free scheols, .

La Salle was called to Grencble by the School Board.

Camisards: Protestants of the Ceverines who rebelled against
Louis XIV because of the excessive harshness with which they were
treated, Several Bishops protested in defence of their freedom of
conscience, objecting to the military force and the heavy fiscal
penalties applied against the protestants, especially by Louvois,

"But at that time, 'freedom of conscience' never included the
‘right to error', On the contrary, everybody believed that the
truth of the Gospel would become self-evident to all provided only
it was explained with the requisite clarity to those whose hearts
would be disposed towards the words of the Gospel by prayer, It
was for this reason that christian schocls, by which was meant
Cathclic schools, appearcd to the king and to the French.clergy,
not as means of oppression but as the ideal way to explain the
Catholic doctrine to those who had never heard it. 'Royal schools!,
assisted from the public purse were established: they were both
free and ocbligatory until the age of fourteen, |

The Eishcp of Alds brought the Brothers into his diocese to

colldboréte'in this missicnary wark, La Salle's advice to his
brothers was to eschew polemics, to explain simply what is of faith,
to avoid what was a matter of controversy among Catholics. In his
‘Duties of a Christian', he avoids speaking of protestants and
prefers to speak in generel terms of heresies, schisms; and of"
fidelity to the pope, the successor of St. Peter. He preserved a

welcoming serenity towerds 'our separated brethren'.
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Chentre (Prccentor): His official name was the 'Grand Chantre!,
He wes the Canon in charge of the singing in a cathedral, He

recruited children for the choirs nceded far the religious
solemnities., This functien presumed the children wauld have a
minimum of instruction and the ability to reed latin correctly,
. Ccnsequently the precentar saw to their education, often in a
school specially set up for that purpose, In addition to singing
the Of'fice, the children would also serve at Mass, The concern
to £ind vocations to the priesthocd among them of'ten transformed
this school into a sart of minar seminary, By extension, in the
seventeenth céntury, the precentor had charge of all the schools
for the poor in the diocese, from which office he received the
nage of 'écolatre!. ' o

In Paris, the parish priests wished to preserve their authority
over the charitable schools; thus began a.long dispute with ‘the
diocesan precentar., Peace was restored by a compromise: the parish
priests would remain free to choose their omn teachers byt the
precentar would have the right: of inspection and would be the judge
of disputed cases, When La Salle arrived in Paris, he too wished
to retain his independénce in the method amd substance of his
teaching, To succeed in this, he had to caonfront the parish priest
of St. Sulpnice as well as the diocesan precentor; The farmer wanted
to interfere with the Brothers' life style, the latter with the school
cwrriculum and with the admission of pupils. La Salle's paticnce
and submission towards his ecclesiastical superiors were equolled
only by his tenacity in explaining the motives of his ccnduct: more
than anything else, what mattered was the welfare of the children
and the glary of God. | ' '

Class structure: The seventeenth century was nct a society of

'classes' as understood today but a society of 'orders'. There was
the arder of the clergy, the order of the nobility and the order of
the Third Estate, Within each order, there were considerable social
distinctions, as much as between one crder and the other,

For instance, the minor nobility, ruined by wars, lived less
confortably then the rich merchants of the Third Estate, The country
clergy were of'ten less well-off than skilled workmen, or artisans.

It would be preferable to speak of social categaries rather than of

social classes,

Cleric: Everyone who hod studied was a cleric or clerk., Strictly
speaking, & cleric was a person who‘had left the ley status and
Joined the clergy, an act that was signified by a particular ceremony,
the tonsure, But neither the tonsure nar the conferring of minor
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orders corricd the obligation of perpetual celibacy. It was ths
sub~diaconate that constituted the definitive commitment to the
ecclesiastical state.
The seventeenth century was in this matter very different from
the present day, Despite the Council of Trent, a pericd in a
' seminary was not essential to become a priest. Quite a number of
cleries stopped at minor 'orders, others did not go beyond sub=
disconate or diaconate, Parish curates were not necessarily priests,
As the administration of the goods of an abbey or cther .
ecclesiastical. property was reserved to clerics., men would receive
the tonsure and mihor orders without any thought of vocation to
the Church, simply in order to benefit from rich ecclesiastical
ar monastic revenues, One of the results produced by the seven-
teenth century seminaries was precisely to do away gradually with

this sbuse of 'ecclesiastical benefices',

Convany cf the Blessed Sacrament: An association cf picus and

cpostolic men which brought together priests and influential lay-
men desircys of transforming the marals and structures of society
in keeping with the spirit of the gospel, Demia was one of its
most zealous members,

To reduce the opposition of other influential people to their
reforming zeal, the members of the Company maintained a strict
secrecy concerning their membership and their discussions, The
Company was everywhere active in prbmoting the setting up of
schools far the poor and School Boards, The Company existed from
1627 to scme time after 1665, ' ' ' '

Gallicanism: Thé doctrine of those French. Catholics who; in the
seventeenth century questioned the autharity of the Pope. Under
pretext of concern for the 'privileges of the Gallican Church?,

the king and the parliamentarians (q.v,) denied any validity in
France to the decrees of the Pope and fhe Reman Congregations until
they had been registered by parliament.

Not all Frenchman were gallicans, The Jesuits and the
Sulpicians were outstanding in their fidelity to Rome, Their
adversaries called them 'ultiramontane!,admirers of what was docne
beyond the mountains' - the Alps - in Rome, For men of the period
gallicanism consistcd above all in considéring the councils of the
Church as superior to the pope, all of whose directives would be

debatesble so long es & council had. not zet to approve them.
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Jansenism: Strictly speaking } this was a doctrine that was

cardemned by the Church, and »lhich held that God did not give .
" be saved,  The 'elect' would

bte only a small number of peorlc, - Hely Communion could be

all men the grace necessary t

received only by perfect christians,

The doctrine had its crigin in the writi.rigs of Jansenius,

" Bishop of Ypres in Belgium. (1585-1638). 1In the seventeenth
century, its main propagators were the spiritual directer of the
Benedctine nuns of Part Royal, near Paris, and some holy men who
withdrew from the world and were known as the hermits of Port
Rcyal. These men devoted themselves to the education of child-
ren in small boarding schools known as Petites Ecoles (the Little
Schools)of Part Royal which became famous for the excellence of
their education,

In a broader sense, Jansenism meant any harsh, rigcrous
doctrine placing its emphasis on the revages of sin and on divine
punishment. This was a lcng way from the early Jjansenists who
put love of God and trust in his divine will &as the foundation of
their thinking,

Jansenism was 40 trouble French society and not merely the
Church for over a centwry. La Salle spoke of 'these troublesome
times' (ces temps facheux) which were lcading astray too many
people of good will.

Lletters Patent: Letters from the king which gave legal existence

to an institution and publicised its purpose and aims as well as

its mean of existence, Louis XIV required that every new compunity
should have enough capital to provide an income or a2 pensicn far
all its members. - His purpose wes to suppress begging and he
wanted to prevent people from asking for assistance from a munici-
pality ar from the royal coffers under mretext of lecding the
réligicms life, Letters patent authcrised the recipient to
receive moneys from public bodies but only in return for services
rendered. - Thus free schools were often a charge on the budget

of municipalities.

Master Scriveners or Writing Masters: They were a group of writing

experts at the magistrates' courts., They had the privilege of
teaching every kind of writing as well as jgrammar and arithmetic,
They were independent school teachers, running small schools,
usually for fee-peying pupils and were subject to the regulations
of their guild.



Masters of the Little Schoolsé This group farmed a gulild of their
om, conducting private schoo#s, having nothing to do with the

‘charity schools' that were dedpendent on the parish priestas,
Meticulou" regulations guaranfeed their privileges and forbads
enyone to compete with thew by opening schools close to theirs,
. Nq@etheless,'faced ?;th.competiﬁiop from the Writing Mﬁstgrs-
and the Charity Schools; they needed a powerful protectar., They
entrusted their interests to the care of the Precentor of the
Cathedral who would adjudicate in cases of conflicts between
schools and who also delivered authorisaticns to teach, after
examining the competence of the mesters, - In return, they were
expected to offer a free education to the poor who presented
themselves, In fact, the children of the poor preferred to
wander the streets with an eyé to the odd penny rather than to
attend the Little Schools, The masters did not complain -

in meant fewer problems for them.

Porish: An ecclesicstical district with a parish priest (cure)
in charge.,  These priests were usually appointed by the Bishop
but a number of parishes were 'benefices' to which the incumbents
could be appointed by other bodies or personages. The parish
was also an administrative unit, particularly with regard to the
distribution of taxes, to the holding of the census and the
peetings of 'notables' or local delegates, The religious and
civil functlons of the parish were so closely Jjoined that the

tatements of grlevances (the Cahlers de Doléances) drawn up by.
the States General in 1789 were the statements from the parishes,
The registers of birth, marriage and death, kept by the parish
priests, were the official registers of the State, It is easy
to see how this put a heavy burien on prostestants,

In addition, the pﬁrishes maintained registers of almsgiving

and were responsible for social welfare: charity schools, distri=~
bution of food in times of famine, care of the sick ...

Quietism: A mystical doctrine accarding to which passivity ot
preyer is preferable to effort, The Bishop of Chartres, a friend
of de La Szlle had to intervene in a famous guarrel betweén the
great Bishop of Meaux, Bossuet and the equally lecrned Bishop
Fénelon, La Salle prudently kept to the middle way, avoiding both
extremes, In his 'Method of Mental Prayer', he explains that

- God ordinarily grants the specinl grace of experiencing his presence
in prayer only to those who ectively combat their evil passions and

are not indifflerent to the needs of their neighbour,
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Iransletor's Notes: In addition to the above, the following notes
vhich do not appear in the French edition, may be useful to English
speaking readers,

Guilds: In de La Salle's day, anyone who earned his living by

_ virtue of his prof‘essioh ar trade had to belong to a particular
guild (known variously as a Compagnie, Corps et Communauté de
Métier, or simply as a Métier). He would be swarn in as a member
of the guild following a period spent in apprenticeship - hence
the terms 'juré! amd !juronde! - of our word 'jury' - !juryman'),
Each guild rigorously controlled its membership, its privileges
granted to it by its royal incarparation, standards of work and
other social and religious activites, Within cach trade, thcre
might be many sub-divisions of workers, each group jealously
watching over its own interests: thus in the shoe trade, there
were different guilds to which workmen belonged depending on the
ty-ée of leather used .- new or old, This economic and social
structure of France in the 17th. century explains the ant.agonism
aroused by the Founder's intrusion into the 'closed-shop' of the
writing masters ard the masters of the Little Schools, themselves
belonging to two different and mutually hostile groups of teachers,

The Pcor: The Guilds embraced every type of gainful activity, from
the most exalted, that of the King's legal officers - about ten of
them in the aversge-sized town, through the 'compagnie'! of the
vorious legal officers, to which de La Salle's father would have
belenged, down to the 'artisans'!, the manual workers. But below
these well-off professional people, 'artis.tes; like the doctars or
surgeons, and artisans, all of them organised in their guilds ard
protected by law, were the unarganised masses: domestics (nearly

e tenth of the urban population), almost all the day labourers ard
the whole of a large, floting town population. (Pecple in the
comtry were not involved in the guild'structure). These were the
Poar who attracted the compassion of de La Salle, They were people
- without house, land ar equipment otherthan a few hand tools. They
were always tenants, crowded into one or two rooms and chronically
in debt, In the course of a year, they would go through a whole
series of jobs, interspersed with periods of. unemployment., The
fomily wages - of husband, wife and often children, barely covered
the necessities of life, leaving nothing over to save., In Louis
XIV's reign, & man might earn ten sols a day (a woman earned half
of that sum and children, one quarter). Thua a family might earn

I
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100 to 120 livres a year, in good times, the equivalent of
cbout fifteen pounds of bread a day, double that amount if all
the family worked., But thc wars of Louis XIV, bad harvests
ard hard winters often changed that situatieon for the warse.
Iliteracy, the low standard of living, ill health combined to
maintain these people in the same position throughout their
lives, De La Salle sought to better their condition in life
by higher standards of literacy and by teaching useful trades,

Money: Money followed the 'pounds, shillings and pence'! system
still in use until feairly recently in scme British countries,
Therc were 12 deniers to the sol and 20 sols to the livre,

In addition, there was the ‘'écu' which varied in value - we
find de La Salle writing almost compleiningly that he does not
¥now the value of Gobriel Drolin's 'écus! - 'send me your
" eccounts in French money so that I can understand them',

The value of the livre veried until 1726 when it was stabilised
far almost two centuries., In 1686, the stipend of a parish
priest was fixed at 300 livres a yeor and that of a curate, at
200 livres, De La Salle accepted 150 = 200 livres per Prother
when negotiating school foundaticns, When the parish priest
of St. Maurice's, Rheims, Fr Dorigny, sgreed to loadge scme of
Nyel's teachers the rate agreed wos 2C0 livres z year, vhich
La Salle paid out o his own pocket., v

Porliements: These must not be thought of as similar to the
English parlisments of the period, still less like those of today.
In France there were several parliaments, the largest being that
of Paris whése territory included the city of Rheims, the Feounder's
birthplace. The French parliacments were judicial bodies , the
highest courts in the land, dealing with both civil and criminal
motters (ef the judicizl functions of the House of Lords, in
Britain). The pclitical power of the parliaments rested on the
need for rcyal decrees to be regisfered by parlizment befcre they
could pass into law. This allowed strong parliaments to bargein
with weak kings before agreeing to register their edicts, But -
undef Louis XI¥ no French parlicments dored to resist the 'sun-
king'. The Founder would hove dealings with the Parlicment of
Paris on & number of occasions, not least in his disputes with

the writing nosters,
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ITI. The World that wnas Challenped by J.B. De La Srlle
zl§§1 - 12155

(1) A very different Eurove from that of to-day:

The Burcpean states were kingdoms scmetimes grouped as empires,
Instead of alliances based un economic interest there were family
alliances between héads of states, * The family of the Bour'bons,
through their mtermarnages, reigned over Spain, France, the
Italion kingdoms, The Hapsburgs of Austria were emperars of
Germany, ie of the German states,

Bordering on Euwrope was the Musulman empire with a powerful
Turkey extending as far as our present Rumania and Hungary. The
United States did not exist and Canada was a French movince or
at least hed small French settlements, Italy ard Germany were
divided into numercus small kingdoms and Russia was a far away
country. England wes split by Civil War and was, in any case
wnly a smell country of some seven million inhabitants, while
France wzs the most populated ccuntry of Europe with twenty
million people. The French langusge was the language of
diplomatic and socicl interccurse,

Hollarmd, the Low Ccuntries, was the most powerful meritime
cammercial arnd financizl country; its fleet corstituted half the
merchant tonnage of the warld, whilst the goods of the whole
warld poured through its part of Ansterdam,

Customs barriers were to be found everywhere, even between
mrovinces ard towns of the same country, at least on the Continent.
Economic crises were particularly dangerous, especially when the
* arops failed over most of Europe and many people would die of

starvation ar be killed by the vepidemics that swept through Europe,
In most countries, the heads of state, wielding civil,
ecanomic and political power, were al;o the religious leaders,
Englond was officiclly protestent and the catholic king James II
was driven off the throne in 1688 in favcur of the Dutch protestant
-William of Orange. The Irish who supparted him, or at least, in
whose land, his followers fought their battle of the Boyne ond were
defected, were dispossessed both of their faith and of their om
lend, A number fled to Fronce and their children would be amcng
the Brothers! earliest pupils. The seven provinces of Hellard,
organised in a republic, were also protestant, Sweden, Ncrway,
Denmark, the majarity of the German States were governed by

calvinist or lutheran princes,
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Spain znd Framce, on tho;;other hand, were officially
catholic, Bishops were ofteh temparal princes at the head
of vast domains, Mgr Le Teltier, archbishop of Rheims, was
a member of the King's Council and spent a good deal of his
time in Paris, This situation still survives in some quaint
places such as Andcarra where the Bishop of Urgel is the co-
" prince of the State, the other being the President of France,

The custom dating back to antiquity whereby the religion
of the ruler was the religion of the people was accepted almost
without discussion in the seventeentﬁ century. . Hehry IV had
breached it by his Edict of Nantes (1598) which had guaranteed
religious liberty to the protestants of France and which
granted them certain economic and military privileges, such
as the right to maintain their o fortified towms, Louis XIV
would toke a retrogrede step by revoking this edict, thus
aligning himself with the general custom of his time. (1685)

(2) Frontiers and demograchy of France:

Under Louis XIV, the French frontiers were often in a state
of flux and the main roads often disturbed by the passage of armies,
The latter, formed largely of officers from the ncbility and of
mercenary troups (Swiss, German, Italian oar French) conquered
Artois, Flanders, Alsace and Franche-Comté, Sailars also were
impartant to the safety of the state, Seamen were cbliged to
do a certain number of years service in the French navy but
received pfivileges in return: wages, exemption Ifrom taxation,
exenption frbxﬁ prosecution for debt ...

Carsica, Savoy and Larraine did not as yet belong to France.
Avignon belonged to the pope and was ruled by his vice—legafe.

The South of France was alnost a world apart from Paris,
One day, de La Salle, returning from Marseilles towards Paris,
wrote to a carrespondent in Rome, 'I am Just retwrning to France ...
It wos the same for most of the provincial capitals far from Paris,
Peris, with half a million inhabitants, was by far the most populcus
tom in Prance. Marseilles, Lyons, Rouen, Saint-Malo, Nantes,
Bardeaux owed their prosperity and development to their geographical
situation and to their parts., They were regional eccnomic capitels.

Other town were small, To instruct the whole of the child
population of Rheims, the university college, the Jesult college
ond four ("elementary") free schools, cne in caeh district of the
town, were quite sufficient, The few smcll fee-paying schools
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scarcely affected the numbers,

As for the countryside, it must be rcmembered that two
thirds of all French people lived away from the towms,
Everywhere were small villages of two to three hundred
inhabitants. It was difficult to group children from such
scattered communitieg which is why the arrangements for teach-
ing village children had to be different. It is noteworthy
thrt De La Salle concerned himself only with town schools,

(3) Political ard administrative structures:
Political power, absolute in theary, cmonated from

Verseilles and spread across the provinces., The whole systcm
of government was highly centralised,

To carry out his orders in the distant provinces, Louis XIV
node use of a group of officials called Intendants, These were
men cppointed by the Royal Couﬁcil, his envoys to the rest of
France, They were responsible fcr the gocod arder and welfeore
of the inhabitants of their regicn: they promoted economic
progress, respct for the law, controlled the police and reparted
back to the King's Council on the affairs of their Province,
Royal subsidies onabled them to assist local enterprises and
various charities, arganised for the heclp of the poor and needy.

_ Tt was the king too who selected the bishops by submitting
to the pope a list of priests whom he desired to see elevated
tc the episcopacy. Far a bishopric was a rich temparal prize
that made its holder into the lard of large areas of the
country and the representative of the king in the exercise of
certain judicisl functions, The archbishop of Rheims and the
bishop of Laon were both dukes and peers of the realm, Other
bishops bore the titles of counts or barons. ' '

No argonisaticn, no society, no feligious community could
hove legal existence without securing letters patent from the
king, But these letters patent required the approval of
parlicment to have force of law; papal bulls appointing a bishop
or approving a new religious congregation were valueless in France
until they had been registed by parliamemt;

Yhen various civil authcrities, bishops or priests challenged
the pope's right to interfere in matters connected with religicus
or maral principles or cleimed that they could legally oppose
their religious doctrines to those of Rome, they did so on the
theary of 'gallicanism', of the so-called privileges of the
French church. In de La Salle's day, most of the parliamen-
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torians were gnllieans, The Sarbonne, the theological faculty
of the University of Paris, was composed in large measure of
gallican professors, Jesuits and sulpicians (and de La Salle
studied at Saint Sulpice) were staunchly loyal to Rome.

The religious and secular dimensions of life were closely
intermingled. In each purliament, the supreme law courts aof
the land, ecclésiastical officials sat alongside lay magistrates.
Every year, on the occasion of the meeting of the Clergy Assembly,
the king would meks known his intentions, This was dene to
urge the clergy to support his plans with large subsidies, known
as the Free Gif't of the Church, which the clergy gave instead of
texation, At the same time, he would not hesitate to make other
suggestions, of'ten tregpssing on purely religious issues, ’ ‘

Thus at the very moment when the bishops met to discuss
matters of a postoral and spiritual nature; they would be asked
to deal with questions relating to peace and war, to social ond
ecanomic projects, to the financing of public works,

In towmns and villeoges, the parish was the basic social unit
both religiously ard administratively, Each parish had its own
council responsible both for the administration of the moneys
needed faor the maintenance of the church and th.é\ parish priests
es well as for the implementation of the orders coming to it
from the Royal Council via the provincial Intendant, empecially
with respect to the incidence of texation. |

In each towm, 'notables!, mainly drawn from the middle class
and the higher 'guilds', the 'métiers', elected the town councillars
whose function it was to assist the mayor in the administration of .
the town, to determine the subsidies to be allotted to schools end
. hospitals, the gra.nfing or withholding of authorisation to
mercHants to establish themselves in the town, the settmg up
of such public utilities as existed .., '

It was the parish that was responsitle far the‘ census of
" population and the levying of taxes. The communal budget was
" controlled by the Intendant who could either make up deficits
or forbid expenses considered 'contrary to central policy.

This interpenetration of the secular and the religious made
o profound impression on de La Salle. He sought a solution that
would respect both the rights of conscience and the legitimate
autonomy of the secular warld and at the same time conciliate them with
his own conviction that the universe was the woark of God, for vhonm
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ard with whom everything acts : This solution he found in the
christian school. This was tq be the means given us by God 'to
know the truth', the truth whzch is God himself, the Creator, and
all that comes from him, the secular as well as the sacred.,

Since no educational reform would have been possible without
the agreement, at least tacit, of the notables, the elected
' councillbfs, the parish priests, the church wérdeps, the bishop,
the intendant, and in the great towns, the parliamentarians, it is
easy to understard why De La Salle proceeded cautiously, It took
more than thirty years for him to gain accepta.née for the changes
he introduced in school practices, in the recruitment and training
of tea.ch&s.

(4) Economic 1ife and the world of work.

a) The rural economy~ ;
Huge country estates were not numerous, They belonged to the
great nobles like the Duchess of Guise or the Duke of Mazarin, The

law of primogeniture prevented the break up of these estates,

But these great estates were nenetheless exploited to the full
and without mechanical means, The only agricultural instruments
were made of wood covered with metal, sickles were'used: instead of
scythes. Three out of four farmers had no plough as the French
steel industry was scarcely in existence and steel had to come from
Sweden, : .

Small properties were iréry numerous but accounted far only
sbout one fif'th of the land mass, Yet they had to support four-"
fifths of the population. Most of these lived at subsistence level,
dropping below it whenever the harvest failed, Large numbers of
people were landless or had insufficient land to feed theu' own family.
Specialised farming was rare - arnd dangerous in case of a failure of
the crop, MNost farmers ar peasants kept a few pigs and hens, the
main source of meat, since dr:ly the minority could afford to. keep
the small cattle of the period, amd cultivated a mixture of wheat,
rye, barley in addition to linen and flax for clofhes, Poaching was
common, since hunting was reserved to the rich, and smuggling was a
way of life on account of the high customs duties between tovms and
districts, o

b, The urban economy: .
In the towns, the guilds (carps de metiers) were powerf‘ul bodies,
People were argenised in groups called 'brotherhoods': bdutchers,

‘barrel makers, mattress makers, carpenters, masans, etc,

Their regulations were both vraofessional and religious, The



number of authorised sfnops, of Jjourneymen, of apprentices, of sales-
men, was specified, In Paris, for instance, the 'masters of schools
and of boarding cstablishments' had statues protected by letters
patent, No one could teach unless his pluce of teaching was at least
200 yards from the nearest other teacher,

Menufacturing industry was being developed thanks to the policy
of Colbert, the king's minister. Banks as such did not exist in
France as yet.' Those who were called bankers were in fact merchants
#ho changed and lent money at high ratecs of interest. Debts often
had to be paid in species, gold, silver, bronze,

Between the small shopkeepers and the rich merchants, there was
a great gap, with only the beginnings of intermediary bodies appearing.
" These found it easier to make headway among the educated middle class

than among the cultures upper classes,

¢) Iransport ard travel:

The transport of goods was paralysed by the high customs duties
payable at the entrance to every town. a

The most convenient method of transport wes by boat along the ‘
streams ana rivers of France but floads, ice ar drought made this
method impracticable for six months of the year. :

Contrary to what one might imagine, people travelled a great
deal in the seventeenth Icentury. It was easy to pass from one
country to ané:ther.. Craftsmen sometimes did their own 'tour de
France' to enrich their pﬁof‘essional expertise, Merchants travelled
to Holland or Italy to éstablish contacts. News travelled by ward.
of mouth for newspapers were still in ‘théir infancy.

For passengers, there were the stage-coach, the carrying service
arganised by the universities, the municipal services, the hirers of
horses, cabs and coaches, Eé.ch system had its own privileges and
rivalries, Prices varied and it is possible to menticn only average
costs, | - . ’ | .

From Rheims, the hiring of a horse came to 25 sols a day. The
harse was changed at each relay posf. Public vehicles covered about
100 kilometres a day (sixty miles)v and cost obout 15 louis a day far
that distance, for each passenger. This was ten times dearer than
hiring a harse. . . L

To go from Paris to Rheims, the stage coach changed its team
of harses eighteen times., From Paris to Rouen there were only four-
teen relays, but from Paris to Marseilles, via Lyons, there were no
less than ninety threec relays, If one takes account of stops at
hostels, a school mester going from Rheims to Paris would sacrifice
sbout three months of his Saiary if he travelled by coach, but only

a week's if he went bv harse.



It is easy to understand why Dc La Salle and the early
]

Brothers nearly always travelled on foot,
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or the way of conduct*n& on lf when walldng in the
streets and on Journejs by coach or by horseback,
One must pay attention when walking in the streets

Anot to walk either too rapidly or too slowly. Slov-
ness in walking is a sign either of dullness ar of
nonchalance; however it is mare uﬁbecomihg to wélk too
fast ...0
When onec gets into a coach, one must always take the
less impartant seat, if one is of a lower rank than .
those with whom one entcrs,

"Ina coach, there are usually two seats at the back
and two in front; the fzrst place at the back is on
the rlght hand side; the sccond on the left; and in

the case when there are three places, the third is in
the middlé; if there are two doors, the first is on
the right and the sccond on the lef't, and the seats
cn each side at the back arc the principal ones.
If one gets into a2 coach with a person of higher rank,
ar to whom one ought to give honour, one should,

because of the respéct one owes him, allov him to go

up first, and get in after him ....

When one is in a coach, it is most uncivil to stare at
anyocne among those who are there; or to lean against

the back of the seat or to rest one's elbow on anything;
cne must keep one' s body straight and rigid with one's
feet joined as far as possible,

It is also most unbecoming ard quite contr“ry to good
manners, to spit inside a coach, and if one is cbliged
to spit, one should do so in one's handkerchief; if one
spits out of the window, which is not really gentlemanly
‘unless one is scated* one should raise one's hard to one's
cheek to shicld it, * understand Yseated next to it,"
On getting out of a coach, it is good manners to be the
first out, without waiting to be told, so as to offer
one's hand to assist the perscn of quality, whether man
or woman, to alight. ’

Yhen one is mounting a horse, in company ﬁith a persoh
one must hanour, it is ccurteous to allew that person to
mount first, to assist him and to hcld his stirrup eese

The Rules _of Provrictv and of Christian Civility
Second part, Ch. IX, by J.B, De La Salle, Pcb, 1703
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d) Food and other resources:

Potatoes were almost unknevm in France, The main staples of
diet were brecad and meat., White bread was too dear for most pecople
and seemed more like ceke, Moot bread was brown wheaten or rye,

In Paris, the usual ration was a pourd of bread pef person per day
but manual werkers often ate two or three pounds for lack of any-
thing else, The only vegetebles were salads accompanying meat
dishes: pork, chicken, mutton, beef, REggs, cheese, fruits completed
the normal menu,

Franée was reputed to be a rich nation and potentially it was,
for despite the huge cost of war, of revolts, of crooked ministers
end swindling officials, the sum total of taxes collected, despite
protest, complaint and mutiny, mare than doubled in a quarter century.

It was a certain sign of the country's wealth,

(5) _The world of the voor.

a) The Rich and the Poor:

Between 1680 and 1719 the social hierarchy began to change.
Birth ceased to be the only criterion of worth, People cf lower
birth began, like Colbert, to rise to the highest offices, Their
wealth allowed merchants to build sumptuous private mansions.,
Rival influences clashed within the ranks of bishops, municipal

councils, parliaments,-

The upstart is a theme of writers of the time, like La Bruytre
who shows how, from a minor fiscal post, a man can rise, by threats
and violenée, to a high &ffice over the ruins of many families.:

But there are still many disinterested and generous middle-
class people who were as concerned for the prosperity of the nation
es far the well-beirg of the poar. They were the reading public
who delighted in reading the satirists of the day, like La Fontaine
~ and La Bruyére: in their pages they Gectected the foibles of many

public figures, ' '

Vauban, the great military engineer, took the defence of
ordinery people and attempted to interest the king in reforms that
would redu§e the inequalities of society. He wrote:

'It secms to me that we have never had enough cconcern in France
for the humbler classes ...‘they are the most oppressed section of
the kingdom ... yet they are the nost important both in numbers and
by the real and effective services they render it .,. it iz indecd |
“the lowest element of the nation thzt by its wark and industry en-
Tiches it ... from whom come ,.. the troedesmen ... crafts and indus-
'y ... formers, vinegrovers, lcbourers ,,. and by whom the enter-

prises, of whatever size, both in tom and country, are brought to
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completion ... Kings could not take too much trouble to preserve
and to incrcase this people who ocught to be so dcar to them!,
(Projet de Dime Royale, 1707)

Bossuet, the great preacher, spoke of the 'cainent dignity
of the poor! whd are the cherished nembers of Jesus Christ,

But despite this thearetical esteem for the poar, most of
the nobility and the middle class despised them and treated them
as inferior beings who did not deserve so much a&s a glance, In
Paris,- just opposite the Tuileries and only a few yards from the
Brothers'! school by the Pont Royel, ferrymen offered to ferry people
across the Seine far only six deniers or pennies, Rather then have
to associate with the common herd, the nobility and the gentxy
mreferred to pay five times mare and cross elsewhere,

De La Salle admits that, before he became involved with the
wark of schools, he considered school tcachers as inferior to his
man-servant, He expericnced very great difficulty in overcoming
his instinctive repugnance at welcoming them to share his table,
It was only by dint of will-pcﬁeyt', Jjoined with fasting, that he
succecded in forcing himself to eat their fcod: the very smell of
their popular cooking he found revclting, .

b) The specinl condition of the Poor:

One must first decide at what level of income a person ccases

to be considered as poar. Accerding to present day standards, .
poverty begins when a person is uneble to afford the basic amcnities
available to those living at the nationally recognised minimum wage
level, The ardinary language of the 17th century did not consider
things in this menner: it made a _dis_tinction between poverty and
destitution. .

Poverty was characterised, not by lack.of coﬁfort, but by lack
of security., Richelet, in his dictionary of 1680, has this to say:
'There is great misery among craftsmen at the present time, because
they have no wark', They lacked security because of the general
_ state of unemployment., Without incomes, or capital to ride out a
crisis, théy were poar, But their poverty was only temporary. Far
other classes, cr groups, in society, insecurity was a permancnt
state of life. Illness would result in the loss of a job and hence
in destitution,

Here we are in presence of real poverty, the poverty of those
who rarely ate their £ill, who lacked the mcans to heat themselves
in winter, who were unable to get married befare the age of thirty,
. 8ince they could not support a family. People as poor as this
represented about one third of manual warkers: street pcrtcfs, road
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sweepers, postmon, labourers, ferrymen, waler-carriers, ragmen, knife
grinders ... They were olways at the mercy of the weather, For nearly
21l of them, periods of unemployment and of semi-starvation were in-
-evitable arnd persistent. ‘

) The Orgenisation of Poor Relief,

Each parish kept its own register of the poor of the parish and
accepted gifts of money far their intention. The royal treasury had
its own budget for the poar, which was disbursed through a special
of fice, the office of the Grand Almoner, It was also common, in well=-
to-do families; to set aside, at banquets and other festivities, 'the
share of the poor!',

The monks, those great clearers of forest land, fulfilled a social
function with regard to the poor. Their monasteries served as food
stores in times of famine, They distributed bread and soup to those
in want and gave shelter to 'poor travellers’,

The government imposed a special 'poor rate' or tax for the poor,
levied on all non-indigent citizens, In Paris, this tax was fixed by
the Poor Board., Every Monday, sixteen burgesses, three parish priests,
two canons and several parliamentarians met for this purpcse. The same
was the case at Rouen, Marseille and a number of other important French
toms, ’

Magistrates also busied themselves with the relief of poverty:
instead of condemning rich people to prison, they would of'ten impose
heavy fines to be peid to the Poor Board of the Hospice ear to the
Grand Almoner. '

"A royal edict made it a strict duty for aii school masters to
accept poor children without charge. Jesuit colleges were free for
all day pubils, sSo no ?oor child need be rejected,

But the ragged clothes, the coarse language, the lice that were
characteristic of most really poor children drew down on them the con-
tempt of the sons of the more fcrtunate; Consequently, the poor and
the rich did not mingle in the colleges,

La Salle reversed this situation by making the most wretched
ragﬁmuffins clean, polite and eager to learn. Soon, the rich them-
selves would be attracted to his schools for the pecor by the novelty
of their argenisation, the breadth of their curriculum, and their
sheer success, Social barriers fell with the refining of the

sepsitivity of children previously bedly brought-up.
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(6) socinl Life and Manners.

a) Customs:

In tovns, as in the countryside, people followed the rhythm of
the sun., They rose at down and went to bed at sunset, Fach tvening,
at 8 ar 9 o'clock, according to the season, the night watchmon sounded
the curfew. Following that, no one was allowed to wander cbout the
streects. The constables arrestd vagcbonds and took them to the
Hosvice for the Poor which also served as a night refuge. The next
day, the steward of this establishment would'den;axmd some work from
them in exchange far food and shclter.

At breakfast, little was eaten, La Salle informs us in his
tCivility' that 'the ordinary prectise of respectable people, when
they breakfast, is to eat a piecc of bread and drink one or two
mouthfuls; beyond that, one must be content with dinner (the midday
méal) and with supper, as is the custom among the well-behaved',

Howcver, the accefptcd'practice recommended by La Salle is not
that of the uneducated nor éven tpat of the country folk, havever
estimable they may be. He is concerned to prepare town children to
taJé their place without difficulty in a world of cultured and well-
mennered people, So that the children of artisens and labourers
might not feel despised, so that they might not feel ocut of place
when they came into contact with well-to-~do families, an education
suitable .to their position was r:equired. Certein wayé, customary
emong country people and manual lzbourers must be abandoned, for
townspeople of any education regarded them as vulgar ard coarse,

It is in this sense that he remarks, in his 'Civility': 'It is

cantrary to good manners and somewhat rustic to offer a person a

drink and urge him to take it, except when a person has just arrived
from the country, hot and thirsty, and needs this little solzce'. (p.79)
The outhor is not writing far country schools; he is thinking of what
one needs to know vhen one lives in a town, Education supposes a
perfect adaptation of one's way of living to the environment in which
one lives, ‘

Among the nobility and the higher gentry, a life style unknown
to the poor was created by the custam of primogenituré in inheritance,
by the impartance of family ties in the choice of a career, by the
fact thet mai‘riage‘ brought one into a whole new netwark of relction-
ships, by the employment of wet-nurses ard of tutors for the early
education of children, by the large number of‘ family servents in
every household. ‘

The comic drematist, Moliere, has left us a fairly accurate
partrait of life among the lower cless, Elder sisters' bring up the



younger children; from the age of 13 or 14, younger daughters cnter
service in a bourgeois household; peonle marry lote, Whereas marriages
from 16 ycars of age are not unknown cmeng the nobility, the ordinary
practide aof' the lower class would be to defer marriage until the age

of 28 to 30, .

Once married, the lower cless housewif'e had no hesitation about
standing up to her husband, rcgardless of French law, which developing
from Roman low, made the husband the hesd of the family. She worked
all day. Holidays were unknowm to her. Her children were a source of
erdless warry; decths in infancy; illnesses for which there were no
remedies; vogabondage in the streets; squabbles with the neighbours.
Unhealthy lodgings, prcblems of heating and danger of fire, cbsence
of washing and toilet facilities ... 211 this was a heavy burden on
" family life,

Of Proprietv and of Fashion in Clothes:

It is also necessary, if clothes are to be correct, .to pay

attention to the age of the person for whom they ere intended .,
It would, for instance, be unbecoming far a boy of fiftcen
to be dressed in bleck, unless he were a cleric or were
training to become one. It would seem azbsurd for a young
man who was thinking of getting married to be clad as
plainly and as Simply as an old man of seventy,

It is of no less consequence that a person who is having

a suit of clothes made should hove regard to his position,
sincc it would not be seemly for a poor man to be clad like
a rich persoﬁ, for a commoner to be gireéscd like o person

of rank ... : ‘

A coat trimmed with gold braid, or made of some rarc febric,
is proper only for a persdn of rank and 2 commoner who would
went to wear a suit of this kind would moke himself a
laughing-stcck; beside which, he would incur an expense that
would undoubtedly be offensive to God, being ebove what is
i‘equired by his stoate in life and what his means would allow,
It would also be most improper for a tradesman to wear a
feather in his hat or to carry & sword at his side,

ees What pfovides the best rule corcerning the rightness

of clcthing is fashion; one must without fail follow it,

For as the nind of man is highly subject to change, and

as what pleased him yesterday no longer pleases him today,
men have invented, and invent daily, different ways of
dressing so as to satisfy their fickle minds; and he who
would dress today as one dresscd {hirty years ago, would
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be taken for a singular a%d ridiculous person, It is
however a characteristic rf the behaviour of a well-bred
man never to be conspicuchis in any way.
Men call FPashion the way ln which clothes cre nade at the
present time ... The surest and most sensible rule concerning
fashions is never to be their innovatear, noar tobe the first
to sdopt them, and not to delay lezving a fashion until
there ;s no one,elsé fcllowing it. '
Of Simplicity and Cleanliness of Clothes:
The way to set linits to fashion and to prevent those

following it from going to excess, is to contrcl it, ard
rcduce it to moderaticn, which should be the rule of any
Christian in everything that pertains to the exterier .,.
As women are, by their nature, less copcble of great things
than men, so they are also mare subject to vanity and
ostentation in their clothes. It is for this reason.that
St. Paul, ofter applying himself to exhort men to avoid
the coarser vices into which they fall more easily than
women, then goes on to advise women to dress simply ...

The Rules of Propricty and of Christion Civility.
Chapter III, arts, I and II,
J.B. de La Salle (1703 edn, )
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b) Instruction ond Knowledge:
The 17th century pecsant read little end wrote less, Wcrking

with his hands, receiving no printed matter, he rarely had any need
far either reading or writing., But to make up foar it, he cculd count
both quickly and accurately. It was still a culture of verbol, not
written, communicaticn, _

The country population was not dense enough to permit schools
of more than one class in the tiny villzges. Jcurneys of four to
ten kKilometres, that were necesscry to reach the necrest school,
were too much for eight year old legs. A clerie, training for the
priesthood, a curate who might be a deccen or a sub-deccon, a
sccristan would 'show' the children how to read and write during
the slack periods in the countryman's‘year.

Far colleges in the towns, holidays were limited to three weeks,
ar perhaps only 2 fortnight in Septcmber ~ not in August - but small
villoges found many an opportunity to clcse the school, Absenteism
from schecol was one cf the problems of the age. '

’ Among the werking people, an apprenticeship in a guild, the
rudiments of recding and writing, o better knowledge of arithmetic
and celculating, an instruction which would enable them to move up



the hiersrchy of their trade - these were the thingsn that mettered,

Grammar, philesorhy, histery, litcrature appeared to them to
be totally useless, More than knowledge, they nceded obility., But
genuine epprenticeship - of all that is neecssory to go through life -
tekes place in the family, in the company of skilled workmen. It
-was through experience rather than by study that they knew their
rights, ever ready tc haggle over them, even though they might have
forgotten the basics of their childhood hendwriting and be unsble to
sign their harriaga certificates, They knew théir plants without
heving studied botany, the strength of materials without knowing the
laws of physicé. The homespun common sense of the characters of
La Fontaine's Febles arnd of Molilre's Comedies was the result of
these lessons learnt in the boock of life,

The upbringing of girls differed from that of boys; the ains
were not the same, The main sociel role of boys among the common
people was to become éapable of supporting a family through hard,
manual lzbour, whereas the role of girls, even when still quite young,
was to begin helping the mother to loock af'ter her other children,
Public opimion, even among the nobility and the upper.midile cless,
treated with derision women who wished to learn., Fénelon wrote,
of high society, that 'nothing was mare neglected than the education
of girls'. Father Barré, a priest of the Order of Minims, and Canon
Roland, both directors of St. J.B. de Lz Salle 'sought to remedy this
sarry state of affairs, They set themselves to. improve the education
of girls because they wented to train good mothers - since the whole
future of society depends on them mare than on men., They maintained
that school mistresses could teach religion like priests, because
the primitive Church had instituted deaconééses to assist the clergy
in the instruction of women., '

-A different perspective was opened up by the classical authors,
more in keeping with Fénelon's comments on the education of boys and
girls, Equality of the sexes was not accepted, the emphasis was
rather on their differences and complementary qualities. Men are
: said’ to be less sensitive, less curicus, less attentive to detail
than women: the latter are morc subtle, more gentle. Boys and girls
therefare do not have the same mctivation in their woark,

The 17th century also had different ob jectives = the same
educational system could not suit both boys and girls, Girls needed
to learn sewing, knitting, weaving, spinning, how to manage & small "
'shep; boys had to prepare themselves to carn their living, among the
-common people, by heavy manual work: the shaping of raw materials,
the making of tools, building work of all kinds ... none of which
can be taught to smell children. o '



The 17th century was therefare cox;winced\ that both teachers
n.md school curriculum had to adapt to the special necds of boys or
the qué.lities of girls. Boys =znd girls frequented different
establishments, especially from about 1680. Girls would lcave
school at an earlicr age, despite the edicts of Louis .}IV naking
schooling cbligatary until the agc' o fourteen, because they were
needed at hem frem the age of ten to help look after the  house,
There was no question of their naeding to read latin, since no
rriest would ask a girl to serve Mass. For boys, on the other hand,
grest emphosis was placed by parish priests on the reading of latin:
it was impartant to have altar \servers and choristers whe cculd sing
at weddings and funcrals and the children of the poor were nothing
loth tc raise o few pennies' pocket money by serving lMass, assisting
at beptisms cte, _ '
| John-Baptist de La Salle took over what was already established,
He did not concern himself with girls, already well provided with
educaticnalists of talent; the vacuum existed in the training of
pasters far beys., It was on this area that he concentrated. his cfforts
ard in so dqirig responded to one of the most urgent needs of his time,
ard in this specialised field, he acquired an experience and o compe-
tence without parallel, Whilst most of the congregations of the 17th
century cffered their members a varied field of activity, such as the
care of the sick, preaching, teaching, La Salle blazed a new trail:
he raised to the dignity of a.z'eligioué vocation the teaching of the
children of the people, he invented a community whose members would

woark 'together and by association ... in free schools’,

c) 'Religious Life. _ , _ _

- Everywhere, for the common people, distractions were reore,
except for wakes and liturgical festivals, which drew people togzether,
Such festivels were nultiplied by the Church, not as La Fontaine
syggested in arder to reduce a workman's incame, but to rcduce his
wark load, PFar the working day could be as long as fourteen hours
with no Saturday rest nor paid holidays nor sumaer break, Servants
‘were not even free to dispose of their Sundays. On the holy daoys
when Mass wan of obligation, all work was forbidden., Religious life
hed an intensity thet we £ind hard to visualise today. At Paris,
in the church of Saint-Sulpice, the first Mcss began, on week-days
as on Sundays, at 4 a.m. The congregation was numerous and in Lent
there would be a sermon., A clergy of mare than forty priests ensured
the fulfilment of wills and contracts providing for masses to be said.
The 17th century was bathed in an atmosphereof christianity, of faith,
love of God and the neighbour, which no longer surrourds us, But none-

theless, vice, lawsuits besed on envy, and hatred were equally oresent,
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(7) AWorld in crisis.

a.) Changes in the way men tHought:

In the 17th century, the EprOportion of people of culture =nd
that of the illiterate was thé oprosite of that of today in sdvanced
societies, and the world of the common people had ways of thiﬁldng
_ that were very different from those of the nobility and the
bourgeoisie. ' ' :

It was the culturcd circles alone that frequented the colleges
and universities. Philoscphy figured largely in the curriculum,
based on Aristotle and Aquines. It included cosmography, mathematics,
notions of physics, as well a2s ethics and metephysics, - Vriters like
Montaigne were suspect because doubt was not desirable. Fierce
cpposition held in check, for a time, thc theories of Copernicus
cancerning the movement of the earth around the sun. Descartes
(1596-1650) attempted to renovate methods cof reasoning but he came
up against tradition. In medicine, the Englishman Ha.rvei experienced '
the same difficulty confronting his discovery of the circulation of
the blocd, One must, however, in fairness, note that Covernicus,
Descartes, Harvey mingled with their prescient cbservations, fanciful
notions thet laid them cpen to the attacks of their opponents.

' In mathematics, Pascal (1623-1662) invented the infinitesimal
-calculus and  applied it to gembling, to study the pro'babilitiés of
winning or losing, a practical prcblem for a people much given to
games of cheonce. In physics, Pascal's experiments on weight and
Mariotte‘s‘ on the movement of liquids contradicted certain ancient
popular principles and prepared the way for the reform of a number

of techniques that were paralysing the progress of various professions:
tnature abhars a vacuum' was now to become an cbsolete notion.
Improvements in optical ins‘crumehté allowed Louis' minister Colbert
(1619-1683) to encourage the Academy of Science to build the Paris
Observatary. A popular authar, Cyrano de Bergerac, (1619—1655) was
already moking his readers dream cf a fantastic 'Journey to the Moon'.

The traditional way of reasoning from first mrinciples, or from
Seripture, wrengly considered to contein scientific accuracy, was
thus overthrown, The result was that consciences were hurt: the basis
of their thinking was being attacked: so they rejected novelty.
Certesianism, as Descertes' philosophy become known, was condemned by
the University of Peris, the Sorbonne. The ordinary people remained
aside from these intellectusl and scientific disputations dbut they
" were nonetheless disturbed at the sight cf these doubts and contra-
dictions of the learned.

<



b) Superatiticns, religicus ignorance, Aisbelicf,

Religious ignorance was wide-spread, the result of the lack of
any broadly-based culture and of the absence of effective means of
communication., 'Free-thinkers' flaunted their incredulity. In his
ycunger days, Nichclas Rcland hed enccuntcred athcists who jeered at
his piety and mocked him when he bowed befcre the Blessed Socroment
being cerried to a sick perscn. A high ranking ncbleman, the Prince
de Ccndé, and a:doctor, Bourdelot, undertook one day to burn a relie,
a piece of the true cross, ' '

On the other hand, others were credulous to a degree; palpcble
fakes were accepted as genuine relics, Old medizeval superstitions
were far from dead, belief in alchemy had not disappeared but lay
dorment, secret practices were spread by word of mouth, In 1676 an
appalling criminal cese burst on society, Among people of high
socicty, among circles close to the king himself, magic philtcrs.‘and
poiscns had been distributed; there was evidence of dezths, orgies,
black masses, witchcraft, A whole underworld of spali-‘bindcrs, of
fartune tellérs, of 'magicians' was compromised, Finelly ‘the matter
was hushed up cn crders frcm cn high but there was cne outstanding
victim, an oadventuress, the Morchicness® de Brinvilliers, who was
beheaded and her body burnt and the ashes dispersed. The society
gossip and letter writer Mme de Sévigné, was delighted at the result.
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St, John's Fires and Suverstition in the 18th century:

Q. Why does the Church express such jcy at the birth of
John the Baptist? , ’

A, She does so in order to perpetuate the joy forecast by
the angel. s ’

Q. Is that the reason why bonfires are 1it?

A, Yes, that is the reason.

Q. Does the Church take part in these fires?

A, Yes, since in severel dicceses and particulorly in this
one, a number of parishes light a fire that we call
'church fire', .

Q. For what rcascn does the Church take part in the lighting
of the fire? ‘

A, To banish the supcrstitions which people practise at
St. Jchn's Fire,

Q. VWhat erc these superstiticns?

A. Dencing round the fire, gombling, feasting, singing lewd
songs, throwing herbs acrosé the fire, gathering them
before midday or when fasting, carrying them on cne's

person, preserving the brands or embers from the fire,

L3
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car other such-like practices,

. Bossuet: Catochism of the Diocese of Meaux,

Q. VWhat arc the ebuses that have crept into this cercemony
in thec course of time? )

A, Superstiticus practices suciu as turning round in-a

_certain wey, or turning circles round the fire and
making the animals do the same, carrying away fire-
brands, embers, ashes, wearing girdles moade from plants,
throwing over or through the flames bundles of herds ...

Q. Vhat is the order of this ceremcny? _

A. Whilc the fire is burning, one of the laymen in charge
stokes the wood to make it blaze and burn up mare '
rapidly; and cne of the senior priests stands by the
fire toremind the pecple of their duty end to prevent
anyone from renoving even the tiniest picce of wood
or chorcoal which could be used far' superstitious
practices, as also to prevent any other disorderly
behaviour, Then, when all is cver, buckets of water
ere pourcd on the embers to extinguish what remains
of the fire, the ashes arc immcdiatély taken away,
the place is tidied up, the carpet and the picture
of St. John arc put away, all of which is done under
the supervision of ;;hc one in charge of the fire,

_Instructions for the pecple concerning ..,
the manner in which the fire is to be
made on the Nativity of St. John the
Baptist, so as to rid it of its abuses
and superstitious practices,

o

Texts quoted 'by Jean Deluneau, Catholicism between Luther
and Volteire, English translati.on, Lendon 1977,
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¢) Doctrinal disputes and tensions:

The Catholic werld was shaken by jansenism, gallicanism, quietism,
People of noble minds and gencrous notures weré Ain open conflict with
" cne another, Parishes and even families were coften split by divergent
views, - . . S . :

Jansenism, the doctrine emanating from the Belgian bishop,
Jansenius, preiched an extremely rigorcus ethical coede, The Jesuits
became the defenders of Rome amd the crthodox view but lay themselves
open to attack by some of their writings ccncerning the cenciliation
of freedom of the will end the doctrines of grace ard divine prescience.
Pascal entered the fray and derided the Jesuits in a series of
brilliant 'letters' 1656-7, which hed an encrmous success with the

educeted public. The Abbey of Port Royel, near Poris, became the



centre of Jansenism. In opposition to the jansenist views that
salvation was reserved to the select few, some confessors distin=-
guished an infinite number cf cases of conscience and of circumstances,
which pushed too far, suppressed all responsibility. The né.ture of
grace, the good or evil nature of man, the rareness or frequency of
communion became subjects hotly discussed by both laymen and priests,
Parish priests who sunported Jansenism would refuse to communicate
to their parishioners the directives of the pope under the rretext
that they had not been registered by the parliament of Paris, itself
strongly jansenist, or that they themselves were independent of their
bishop because they had received the benefice of their parish direct
from Rome,

The bishops Bossuet ard Féneloﬁ engaged in a dispute over
different ways of praying. Just as the techniques of Zen and Yoga
are of interest today, methods of recollection and of meditation
famed the subject of many conversations in the 17th century, The
'quietists' pretended that anyone can feel in some sensible manner
the actual presence of God and enter into direct contact with him;
no effort, no particular virtue seemed necessary to them; simple,
'quiet! passivity of the soul would automatically produce the effect.

Without entering into these disputes which were above their
heads, the common people were still effected by them. La Salle does
not hesitate to speak of 'these unhappy times'. Faced with the general
‘canflusicn of icieas, he preferred to sbide by the directives of the
porpe. He was suspicious of extremist thecries.  He provided his
teachers and. their pupils with books that were both reliable and
doctrinally souwd. FRverything that was simply a matter for controversy,

that was not universally accepted by the Church, was to be regarded as
suspect, or at least, as meportune for people who are not specialist
theologlans He asked the Brothers of the Christian Schools to 'leave :
disputes of erudition to the erudite! and to confine themselves to
‘what is of feith in the Church', Schclarship and the practice of
religibn were each to be confined to its own rightful place, But he
did not separate them radically, as though the secular and the sacred
‘were two different and mutually incomprehensible worlds. For him,
they were rather complementary aspects of the same divine crcation.
‘This indeed was one side of his own genius: to know how to remain
within the area of his own competence; to know how to unite rather
than to separate what is all 'God's work',

d) Attcmots at Refcrm: _ ‘
4 great movement of Catholic refarm was launched by the Council
of Trent (1545-1563). Seminaries were opencd for the training of priests.




Pl

Following Cardinal de Bérulle, the Oratcrians preached on the
warship and respect due to God; the Sulplcians exalted the
dignity of the priesthood and the vital importance of the
sacraments, especially the Eucharist, confession, the- anoint-
ing of the sick; St. Vincent de Paul radiated his own aura of
"charity over all human miseries, Bverywhere, the thought of
God was mede actual and church bells reminded men that life is
not limited by death ar earthly horizons, -

And yet, the common people remained almost untouched by'
this great revivel. Not being able to read, they could not
educate themselves, acquire information, base their ideas on
serious grounds, . They could learn sbout government decrees
through the announcements made by the parish priest during the
sunday mass, Sermons made some attempt to educate consciences
but no one was ignorant of the fact that words easily vanish
into thin air or that there can be as many interpreters of a
speech as there are hearers, For this reason, preachers-like
St, Grigﬁion de Montfart (1673-1716) or Father Barré recommended
the creation of schools so that children could learn to read and
so be in'a position to acquire for themselves all they needed to
know as adults and as christians, To the opening of & parish
mission often carresponded the opening of & school, But once
the mission was over, the school soon collapsed, It would all
have to be done over again the follcﬁing year,

La Sallé fcund himself up'against the. same problem: how to
give stability to the school and also to the teachers. This was
impéssible to accomplish with teachers who had no pride in their
work, La Salle set out to rectlfy this - to teachers he would
reveal the glcry of their wark. He spoke of the ‘ministry! of
the christian teacher, putting it on a par with the ministry of
the bishop, not in the sense that the teacher commissioned by the
Church is in any way supefior'tclfhe pfiest, but because the
teacher participates in the specific teaching function of the
" bishop, a mission in vhich the‘priest also;cf course, shares,
The #¥cachers formed by La Salle were men who would become devoted
to their chosen mission confining themselves to it, specialising
in it, so as to increase their competence and efficiency in a
wark so essential to scciety and to the church,

One of the principel duties of fathers and mothers is to

bring up their children in a christian manner and to tcach

them their religion; but as most of them ere not sufficiently
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enlightened on this subjcbt and sowe aro busy with their
daily concerns and the cgre of their families while others
are continually oocupiedlaming.their living. for themselves
and their children, they are unuble to find time to teach
them the duties of a christian,
It is a mark of God's providence and of his watchful guidance
of fen's lives that he replaces fathers and mothers by
other persons who are Suf‘f‘icien_tly enlightened and devoted
to initiate children in the knowledge of God and his
mysteries; who take good care of them ard, like good arch-
itects,make every effort to lay the foundations of
religion and of christian piety in the hearts of these
children, many of whom are abandoned to their own devices,
according to the grace of Jesus Christ which has been
given them; you, then, whom God has called to this
ministry, use the gift, accarding to the grace which has
been given you, of instructing in yowr lessons and of
inspiring in your exhortations , those who have been entrust=~
ed to your care, so as to fulfil in their regard the
principeal duties of fathers and mothers towards their
children,

Meditations for the Time of Retreat,
by J.B. de La Salle,
1st meditation, 2nd point.
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(8) Major Dates in the 1life of St, J.B, de La Salle, (1651-1719)

The period of the principal Lasallian 'options' was also the
period of the zenith and decline of the reign of Louis XIV, the era
of the 'crisis in the European Conscience' (1680-1715). The years
1651-1679 correspanded to the f@ative years of the Founder,
The France of Cardinal Mazarin: (1651-61)

This was the period of the 'Fronde': Civil War, desolation, chacs,-

famine, epidemics, insecurity on the highways, banditry, pillaging

by opposing ai’mies vee _

1651: 30 April: birth at Rheims of John Baptist de La Salle.

1651: September: Proclamation of the majarity of Louis XIV, now
13 years old,

1658: The Poor Board of Rouen chose Adrian Nyel to be the super-
visar of the Hospice for the Poar arid responsible foar the
Charity Schools of the town,



1659:

1661:

1661:
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Father Barré¢ arrived at Rouen and promoted the creation
of Charity Schools far Girls. o

9 ¥arch: death of Mazerin, His heir, the Duc de Yazzrin
would later osk de La Snile to open a training scheol far

country schoolmasters.

October: La Salle became & pupil at the College of the

towm df Rhefms,

The France of Louis YIV: (1661-1715)

1661:

1662:

1662:

1666:

1668:

1668-9:

1671:
1672:

1678:

1679:

1680:

Louis XIV chese Colbert, a commcner from Rheims, to be his g
chief minister, ’ c
A year of famine, epidemics, Bossuet strove to make 'high

-society' eware of their duties towards the poor.

3 November: La Salle received the tonsure in the chapel of
the archbishopric at Rheins,

Canon Dozet, the chancellor of the university of Rheinms,
presided at a prize-givingogremcny, admired the learning

of de La Salle, his second cousin and pade over to him his
canonry, en ecclesiastichl benefice guaranteeing an annual
income of 4LOOQ livres,

At Lycns, Charles Deaia, the director of the diocesan schools,
drew the attenticn cf the public authorities to the soc1al,
economic and religious significance of schools for the pocr.
At Rheims, Canon Roland, inspired by these 'Remonstrances!
of Demia, began the werk of training women teachers far
schools for poar girls,

La Selle completed his first year of theology at the univer-
sity of Rheims, then went to Paris, to the seminary of Saint

~Sulpice and to follow cowrses at the Scrbonne, so as to pre-

pare hipself for ordinaticn to the prlesthoci
La S2lle lost his mother.
La Salle lost his father and was cbliged to assume the

.guardianship of his younger brother§ and sisters,

Until 1678, he continued his theological studies at Rheims,
La Salle obtained his licentiate in theology and was ordained

priest in the cethedral of Rheims,

Death of Canon Roland: La Salle wes named as the executcr of
his will ard so had to concerm himself with obtaining letters
patent fer the school mistresses known as the Sisters of the
Holy - Child Jesus,

Adrian Nyel came to Rheims to set up free schools far boys:
La Salle offercd him lodging in his o hone,

Ia Salle cbtained his docterate of theology.

He begon to assemble Nyel's teachers into a community,
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1683~4: In the course of a very scvcre winter, La Salle gave oway
his whole fortune to the poor. |

1685: - Louis XIV revoked the Edict of Nantes. .

1686: Some of the Brothers of the Christian Schools consecrated
themselves to God by a vow of cbedience.

1689: La Salle lef't Rheims for Paris to avoid limiting his wark

' ‘to one diocese, ‘ B _

1691: With Nicholas Vuyart and Gabriel Drolin, La Salle pronounced
the. heroic vow to labour until death at establishing the
socciety of Brothers, |

1693-4: A winter of excepticnal hardsh:.p, famine and deaths;

| on some days, the Brothers had nothing to eat.

1698: James II, exiled king of England, entrusted de La Salle
with the education of fifly young Irish boys whose parents
had followed the king into exile and were now living in
stra.itened circunstances.

Mme de Maintenon interceded on beha.lf of the lasallian
-schools which the writing masters were seeking to destroy.
1700: The King of Spain's will, accepted by Louis XIV, provoked a
o War. of Succession Vetween France and the Empire with England
as its ally, insugurating a period of great distress.

1701: Despite the unsafe state of the highways and the need to
-obtein a passpart merely to pass from one province to another,
La Sa.lle sent two Brothers to Rome to give evidence of his
submission to the pope.

The superior of the Sulpicians confided Antoine Farget to
La Salle, to be trained in his teéching methods before being
sent to take charge of the schools-in Montreal, Canada,

1704: The Paris writing masters insisted on closing the Brothers!
schools in Paris and were upheld by the courts. The Brothers
were ccndemned also by the Precentar of Notre Dame - the
diocesan inspectar of schools - beczuse they accepted in
their free schools children who were not truly poor,

1705: The Bull of Pope Clement XI, Vineam Domini, warned against

’ the jensenist heresy. La Salle was hurt to see his brother
Louis, a canon of Rheims, oppose the decisicns of Rome.



1709:

1713

171

1715:
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Another rigorous winter and a time of starvation, Lack
of food farced the cleosure of the aeminary far country
schoolmasters, recently opened at St, Denis, near Paris,
In Reme, Gabriel Drolin chtained the direction of one of
the papal schools,

The War of the Spanlsh Succession ended with the Treaty

of ‘Utrecht, * A

The Bull Unigenitus condemned Jnsenism. In.Paris,
Cardinal de Noailles, hostile to the stand taken by Rome,
allowed his resentment to fall cn La Salle and the Brothers
who were unswervingly loyal to the Pope.

Claude Prancois du Lac de Montisambert, an officer in the
royal army, wished after the Treaty of Utrecht, to enter

e religious order. From tre Trappists he went to Grenoble
where he learnt of the existence of the Brothers of the
Christian Schools. ia Salle, on visit to his communities,
admitted him to the society.

1 September: Death of Louis XIV,

Fré.nce under the Regency: 1715 ...

1715:

1716;

1717:

1718:

1729:

1725:

The Parliament of Paris set aside the Will of Louis XIV;

his brother, Philip of Orleans became Regent.

At Calais, the military governor promised his assistance to
secure the enlargement.of La Salle's free school for sailors,
In the name of Louls XV, the Regent granted letters-patent to
the Brothers! copmunity at Moulins, 4
At St.YoA, near Rouen, Assembly of the First General Chapter
of the Brothers end election of Brother Barthélemy, first
Superior Generazl of the congregation,

Voltairebegan to publish his werks. Those whonm the local
people call the 'Yontins' by reference to St. Yon, he would

derisively term the 'Ignorantins', since they did not teach

.latin, and also the Brothers with the wide hats,

Friday, 7 April: Death at St. Yon of St. John Baptist de La
Salle, at the age of 68 years, Even his bitterest enenies
offered him hcmage., '

Approbation aof the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian
Schools by the Pope, '
Canonisation of St, Jchn Baptist de La Salle,




IIT, The Opticns that Prohented Themselves to J.B. de La Snlle
J

l, Who was J.B, de La Salle?
n) His Fomily: {

In the 15th century, Menault de La Salle, draper at Soisson
—3 In the 16th century, Francois de La Salle morried the ncble lady
Jeannc Lesnagnol de Mordant but remcined a merchant at Rheims,
Lencelot de Lo Salle, merchant, csevveseses and 7 other children
married Barbe Coquebert _
Leuis de La Sclle, Mogistrate, ,e.e0.0.. and 5 other children
merried the noble lady,
Nicole Mcét de Brouillet (1653-1672)
Jchn Baptist de La Salle, priest .eesse.o and 9 other children,
T (1651-1719
John Baptist's father gave up the family business. At Rheims he had
the reputation of being a wcrtfmy'»magistra"ce. He was a councellar of
the King at the Presidial of Rheinms, i,e., a judge. .
Through his mother, John Baptist descended from the lords of Brouillet

erd was thus ccnnected with the country gentry.

He was the eldest of a large femily and shared the sorrow of his parents
when four of his brothers ard sisters died young.
The others were as follows: l
- Jean Remy, a judge at the ccurt for the royal Mint at Rheims,
- :Iacgues-Joseph, a catonist end professor of theology in the
congregaticn of the Cancns Regular of St, Genevieve,
- Jeen-Lcuis, a canon cof the czathedral of Rheinms,
~ Pierre, who inherited his father's office cf judge at the Rheims
Presidial,
- Rose-arie, = Canéncss of St. Augustine, _
- Marie, morricd Jean Maillefer, merchant dreper,
b) His Educction: , 7 .
Middle-cless merchants, minor londed nobility, clergy, mogistfates -

intermingled in the family gatherings at the home of John Baptist,

It was a social group whose dominant choracteristics were knowledge

of the law, cdministrative sbility, desire far crder, loyalty to
the king, concern for the propserity of their tewn, devoticn to
the church and to the maintenance of high principles in life,

As a youngster, John Beptist felt their influence, Until
the oge of nine, the customery age for starting schcol, parents ond
grord-porents were the principal educators. Reading was lecrnt ‘
from grandfather's breviary. The lives of the saints that grond-
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mother loved to road engraved i'in the child's memary a host of
oxomples of hercic gencrosity ™hile still very young, John -
Baptist wanted to consecrate himsclf to God, His parents
tllowed him to recceive the tonsurc and consequently to dircét
his future towards the pricst};ood. '

At School, in the town cf Rheims, he followed the normal
" cwrriculum of studies and passed the final examination, known in
those days as Master of Arts. At the age of 16, he was noticed
for his intelligence at a prize-giving ceremony and the Chancell-
" o of the University chose him to be his successar as a canon of
the cathedral of Rheims, Jchn Baptist's vocation to the Church
was mode all the stronger., He studied theology at Rheims, then
in Paris, and defénded his theses foar the degrees of batchelar
end licentiate, TFormed for 18 months ot the seminary of St,
Sulpice in Poris, he was acgquainted with the best spiritual
tecchers of his time. In 1678, he was ordained priest, -
In 1680, he received the robes of o doctar of theology. He
could now become = professar at a sex'nin:.ry, the theological .
adviser to o bishop, o vicar-general ... His relations,
wnecles, aunts, brothers, sisters, all placed grect hopes in him,
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Q. Is the tonsure an order? ‘

R. No, because it confers no function in church, it mere-
1y gives the right to assist at the divine offices
3in surplice ard to wear clericsl dress,

Q. What then is the tonsure?

R, It is a ceremany of the Church, in which a christ-
ian is gonsecrated to God to be at his service in
the clerical state, -

Q. What intention must cne have to reccive the tonsure
worthily?

R, One must have = genuine desire to beeome a cleric:.
oand to live worthily in this stote, ' '

Q. m:at.dispositions' must one have to reeeive the tonsure?

R, ©One must have the following three dispositions:

1. Dne must know at least how to read and write;
2, be confirmed;
3« becalled to the clerical state,

Q. What are the obligations of cne Who has received
the tonswre?

R. He has threc spociel obligations:

1. He must have his hairy short and wear the
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clerical c_lresS; he mus::t, on Sundays and Holy Days,
assist in surplice at ‘xhe divine office in his
parish church; bhe must{ frequent the sacraments and
give exzomple, ? | '

May porents oblige their children, or éven urge

them to receive the tonsure, merely in the hope

of receiving some ecclesiastical benefice?

No, they have no right to do so, v
What wrong would fathers and mothers do who would
oblige or urge their children to receive the

‘tonsure merely in the hope of getting a benefice?

The would do three grave wrongs to themselves:

1. They offend God; .

2., They are the cause of their children's damnation
and of the scandal they give the Church;

3 'I'hey damn themselves .

What must be the attitude of mothers and fathers

when they want their children to be tonsured?

They must do six things:

1. Em.miné whethgr their children have the
?d.spoéition far the clerical state ard whether
they appear to be colled to it by God;

2, Pray fervently to God to declare his holy will;

3, Toke the advice of their confessar or of somé
Pious and learned churchmon; . o

L. Avoid having them enter the clerical state
on the occasion ar in the hope of some benefice,

5. .‘.‘..’.,.:..
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2, The Option in favour of Sdhools .
‘Canen Roland, La Salle's }Spiritual director, had just died,
after having established a cojmunity of teaching religious, the
Sisters of the Holy Child Jesds, But they had so far obtained
neither the approval of the bishop nor letters?patent from the
Kng, La Salle found himself nomed as the executer of Roland's
. vill and within a short space of time he had secured all the
requisite authorisations for the Sisters, Despite the promptings
of several of Roland's friends, he resolutely declined to under-
take for boys a work similar to the cne he had successfully completed
far girls, 'This idea had never entered my mind' he later wrote
(Blain I, 169)., Schools were of no direct interest to him,
a) The invitation to Nyel: .
In 1679, the superintendent far the hospice foar the poar at
Rouen arrived in Rheims accompanied by a fourteen year old boy,

Theirp\u'posé was to set up schools for the poor at Rheims on the
model of those at Rouen, The administratars of the hospice were
respensible far poar relief and could be expected to help.

La Salle met Nyel at the house of the Sisters of the Holy Child
end offered him the hospitality of him own home, He warned
Nyel of the difficulties Roland had had with the hospice over
the school for girls, end edvised him to approach instead the
perish prieses, who were free to establish charity schools in
their own parishes, . o

Nyel acted on this advice with the result that the parish
mriest of St, Maurice's church handed over to him his own
charity school, This immediately broadened Nyel's werk beyond
the narrow confines of the hospice, concerned as it wes enly
with abandoned children. Poor, but not necessarily destitute,

- families begen to take advantoge of Nyel's expertise, The
sxchool prospered ard its numbers increased.
b) The invitation to the Masters: .

La Salle believed his share in the work was over, But
another parish asked far his help, A generous benefactress
offered an annual sum to help suppart a teacher but, as the sum
was modest, it was necessary to find someone who, like Nyel would
be satisfied with the essentials of lodging, food and clothing,

Nyel enthusiastically set about finding the teachers needed
but, by now, the maney available was proving insufficient: La Salle -

tock over the management of the finances, adding to them from his ‘
om pocket, Finally, he rented a house for the teachers and
invited them to share the meals with his owm family.



c) Community life with the teachera: , ‘

As the guardian of his brothers and sistérs, La Salle had
been, since the death of his parents, accountable to a family
council, Uncles ard aunts were shocked to seec their nephews

ard nieces sharing their meals with people 'of no class',
ALhese newcomers, whose teaching was limited to reading and
writing had little c;nversa.tion, less polish. Even La Salle
hinself esteemed them 'less than his man-servent'. The
mrotests of his family were loud ard many, But La Salle
persisted with his idea: he wanted to associate with these
nasters to become familiar with a milieu he had never before
frequented, : _

Unsble to placate his relatives, he left the family mansion
and set up in a rented house with the teachers, where he would
no longer have coocks, servants, domestic comforts, The meals
were cooked in typical peasant fashion and were unappetising:
greasy soup, indigestible meat ,,, La Salle now had the
experience of cating the food ot"the pocar - and his stomach
rebelled, Tt required long weeks during which he would either
fast or force himself to overcome his repugnance and eaf, bef cre
his stomach ceased to heave at every mealtime, ’

From then on, separated from his family, cut off from those
of his om social circle, La Salle lived transplanted into the
world of the teachers, Every day, he would hear, at first hamd,
the problems of educating the very poar, he would observe ard
reflect: gradually, he was to arrive at a solution, Two conclusions
formed in his mind: one was an option in favour of a religious
solution; the second, needed to maintain religicus life intact,
was an option in favour of the towns. '

Of the things one uscs when at .ta‘b}_g:

At table, one should use a napkin, a plate, a knife,

a spoon and & fork; and ‘it would be quite unbecoming

to do without any one of these articles when eating.

It is fr the person of highest rank to unfald his

mpk:!.n first, and the others should wait until he has

done so before unfolding theirs.

It is impolite to use the napkin to wipe cne's face;

it is even warse to clean one's teeth with it; and
it would be the height of rudeness to blow one's
nose on it., It is also indecent to clean the
plates and dishes with it, When one is at table,
one may ard one should make use of the napkin to
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wipe one's mouth, 1ips, fingers, when they are greasy,
to wipe the knife clean before cutting bread and to
clean the spoon ard fork after using them.
ees ¥hen the spoon, fark or knife are dirty, it
is most impolite to lick them, and it is not at
all proper t o wipe them or indeed anything else,
on the table cloth,
When the piate is dirty, one must aveid scraping
it with the spoon and still mare must one avoid
using one's fingers to clean one's plate or the
bottom of a dish; that would be quite uncouth.
Of the way to cut and serve meat and how t6 help oneself:
ess So that one dces not teke far oneself the best
pieces, whivh could sometimes happen by errar when

cne does not know better, end so that one can serve them
correctly to the right persons, it seems that it

would be useful at this point to explain what they are,
in erder to avoid any possibility of making mistakes.
With Boiled meat, the breast of capon or chicken is
considered the best part and the legs are esteemed
better than the wings; in a joint of beef, the part
which is a mixture of fat and lean is always the best,
Roast pigeons are servéd whole o cut in half. In
birds that scratch the ground with their legs, the
wings are the more tasty parts, but the legs are to

be preferred in birds that fly ...

The Rules of Propriety and of Christlan C:.v:.l:.ty
Chapter IV, mrts II and IV
by J.B. de La Salle, 1703 édition,
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3, The ootion for religious life:
In the early stages of the wark La Salle cancerned

himself with the teachers 'from the outside!, He was a secular
. priest; as yet, he had no intention whatever of becoming a
religious. But circumstances, in which he saw the hand of God,
shaped the future differently, Nyel left Rheims for the town of
Laon where he was invited to found still more schools, La Salle
found himself lef't with the teachers on his hands and the teachers
were weak, unstable, ignarant of their religion,:
a) Detachment and Community Life,

So a second stage begen, La Salle received the teachers at-

his own family table, He gave them no wages for the simple reason



that money was lacking. Naturnlly; somc of “the teachers left
as soon as they could find themselves a normal salaried post,
Others set themsclves up as writing masters or in charge of
boarding houses, Jobless poeple, with no special gualificutions,
‘were accepted to fill the gaps but the rate of turn-over was even
mare rapid, La Salle found himself having to sif't out these
would-be teachers and reject the unsuitable. For the others,
he dovised a puitern of -set praoyer times and spiritual redding.
But his relﬁtives found this style of life too austere and com-
plained of the association with the humble school teachers.

Another solution had to be found., La Salle left his family
ard began a genuine community life in a separate house, A suitable
rule of life wes drown ﬁp with a detailed time~-table: mass, proyers,
religious studies, class preparation, recreation, walks ..,
La Salle presided the prayers and initiated the teachers in med~-
itation. This type of community living, set up by mutual agree-
ment without specific commitﬁents, was not uncommon in the 17th
century.  But La Salle could not leave matters at thatpuint,
He was wealthy, whereas his teachers were poor. Fear of the
future constantly preoccupied them; there were desertions; those
who remained warried about their poverty, It was then that La
Salle took the decision to give away all his wealth to the poar
and so to becode like every other member of his community, sharing
with gladness their feeling of insecurity which is the constant
lot of the poor.
b) Vows cnd a Distinctive Habit: ‘

'From sheer necessity, the clothes worn by the teachers were
simple and rapddly tended to uniformity. . As they were typical
of the clothes generally worn at the time, the jobless imagined
that the tiny Lasallian community took in anyone wishing to lecarn-
the art of school teaching, Nothing s@éod in the way of leaving
cs soon as the life became too demanding, Instability persisted,

La Selle talked it over with his teachers, Two decisions
‘were reached: the community voted in favour of a distinctive habit
rother like the clothes worn by peasants in the Champagne country-
side and they chose the name of Brothers of the Christian Schools
by which they would henceforth be known, From this moment, it
would be gpparent to all that this fellowsﬁip of school teachers
was singularly like a feligious arder, Hencefarth no one would
think lightly of joining it; to'do so would require a special

'vocationt,
The beneficial results were not slew in appearing} students
thinking of entering the seminery to train for the priesthood
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Joined instead the Brothers of the Christian Schools., La Salle
was now able to suggest to thte who seemed most suited that they
should bind thcmselves by a vow of obedience, This commitment,
et first temporaly, far ome or three:yeurs, wes- later made per— .
petual., In 169, the Founder and twelve Brothers consecrated
themselves to the Holy Trinit}, promising dbedience 'to the bady
- of this society' as well as to its superiors. To this basic vow,
they added the specific vow of conducting free schools together
and by association even though to do so they might have 'to beg
ard to subsist on bread alome'. S

Twenty years later, the sound organisation and the develop-
ment. of the Society made it unlikely that they would be reduced
to begging in arder to subsist, The heroic phrase disappeesred
from the farmula of vows but its spirit was not rejected., If
he was to keep his free schoolsopen to all and well adapted to
the needs of the commonpeople, the Brother owed it to himself to
be ever ready for all renunciatioms.

Together with obedience to his superiors, the Brothers
ractised poverty, that is to say, detachment from wealih and
common possession of all goods, Consecrated celibacy, or
perfect chastity, wes seen in a positive manner as a total
offering to God of all ane's physical end affective powers.

La Salle insisted on the virtue of purity as an exclusive

loyalty to God, a union with Christ which does not prevent the
Brothers from 'loving tenderly' his pupils or from being 'affzble!
to the mothers of his schoolboys, If the teachers of the Lasall-
ian community did not take genuine 'vows of religion' as early as
169, it was because the Church required befcre permitting such
comnitments, episcopal or pontifical approvation of the society,
La Salle desired that this approbation should be pontifical,
beceause his society already stretched across the boundaries of
several dioceses,

c) Consecrated laymen in a teaching ministry:

La Salle was in no hurry to ask the Pope to give approbation
to the society.,  The latter!s structures had not as yet reached
the definitive form he desired, under the direction of a Brother.
Despite his own effarts, until 1712, he was repeatedly re-elected
superior at each general assembly of the Brothers. But he was
a priest, a doctor of theology, a farmer canan of the cathedral
_of Rheims, and he did not wish to see priests in the society.,

The idea of a lay superior was close to his heart ever since the
death of a Brother whom he had been preporing for ardination to
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the priesthocd and which he taken as a clear sign of God's
will, Since then, his own lections had confirmed him in this
canclusion, As fa the teachtrs far the countryside, since they
were not organised in a ¢ ty but were prepared for- their wark
in his training callege, he sav} no inconvenience in having cccle-
sigstis among their number, ‘

But he was equally determined that the Brothers whose vocation
was to compunity life and who warked in town schools, should remain
lay men, = In the highly structured: Sdciet'y of the 17th cehttn‘y, the
priesthood conferred social superiority and privilege, it raised the
recipient ebove the level of the poar., La Salle wished his Brothers
to be on the same level as their pupils so that the educational role
of the Brothers might be enhanced by the effect of their example,

In his Meditations for the Time of Retreat, he recalls the fact that
baptism and confirmation meke all christians share in the 'ministries'
that are the responsibility of the bishops.,  The teacher.-has no need -
of any additional sacrament in arder to pursue his 'ministry'. La
Salle goes even further. Since it is the bishops in the church, not
the priests, who are directly responsible far the "ministry of teaching',
christian teachers share in ministry of the bishops rather then in

that of the priests and other ecclesiastics. This thought is, of
course, based on the premise that every Brother is a teacher of relig-
ion and warks for the christian formation of his pupils, It simply -
does not admit the possibility that a Brotheér might not be interested
in the religious dimension of education or withdraw into an exclusively
secular teaching.

There is another reason why de La Salie takes this stamce: the
Brother should not be tempted to abandon his humble vocation with |
poor children, lured by the prospect of mare exalted functions, nar
diverted from the care of his pupils by duties foreign to the 'ministry
of the school! which he might find entrusted to him by the Church,
For in the 1&th century, any man of culture taking up teaching in
poar schools would lose social standing whilst anyone receiving the
priesthood would rise socially, '

The elements of the problem have since changed, yet the btroed
outline of Lasallion principles still remain valid: equality among
the Brothers; revaluation of the 'ministry' of the lay teacher;
specialisation in one specific mission of the church,
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God is so good that, having created men, he wishes them

all to come to the knowledge of truth, that truth which
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is God himaelf ond what he has had the goodness to
reveal to us, through Jesus Christ, or through the '
apostles, or through the church; of this, God wishes

ﬁl men to be instructed so that the light of faith
might shine in .their minds. And one cen only be

taught the Mystcries of our holy religion if one has
~had the hoppiness of heering them, an advantage one

will have only by the preaching of the word of God

(For how will men believe, says the Apostle, in Him -

of whom they have not heard?). It is far this reason
that God, who thrcough the ministry of men, spreads
through the warld the perfume of his teaching and who
commanded light to issue from darimess, has himself
-enlightened the hearts of those whom he has destined

4o announce his ward to children so that by their
teaching these children may be enlightened with the
glory of God, . '

Since God then,by his mercy, has given ycu so great a
ministry, do not falsify his word, but acquire from h.lm
the glory of revealing the truth to those whom it is
your duty to instruct and may this be ydm".-hole concefn
in the lessons you give them considering yourselves as
the Ministers of God and the dispenéers of his mysteries,
esas That is why you must honour your ministry, working
far their salvation: for since God (following the
expression of St. Paul) has made of you his ministers
- to reconcile them with him, and has entrusted to you the
- ward of reconciliation on their behalf, exhart them as

if God were exharting them through you, Ged who has
destined you to announce to these youngsters the truths
of the Gospel and to procure far them the mecns of salva-
tion adapted to their zge; tell them of fhis, tut not with
studied phrases, lest the cross of Jesus Christ, the
source of our sanctification, be annihilated by them and
lest 211 your studied wards be fruitless in their heorts
and minds: for these children are simple ard far the most
part, badly brought-up, so that thosé who ould help them
to save themsclves must do so in so simple a manner that
211 their words are cleer znd easily understood. .
Be faithful then to this practice, so that you may con~
tribute so fzr as God desires of you, to the salvetion of

those he has entrusted to you.
Meditetions far the Time of the Retreat, that the
Brothers of the Christian Schools will have during
og heditaiRantvyleSyde-lg 3alie,

medi Lavi
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d) Officisl recopnition of the novitiate and of the religious life;

From 169, even from some years earlier, the Brothers of the
Christian Schools lived an authentic religioué life, They have an
anmiml retreat; they follow a Rule structursd on the rules of cther
religious orders; young men wishing to join the community must begin
bya pezjiod in the novitiate., Here, their time is spent in the study
of christian doctrine, they live their life in the presence of God,
performing acts of charity and detachment, giving practicdl application
to their zeal in classrooms with children, learning how to improve
their techniques of instruction arnd how also to perflect themselves
as educatars,

At the general assembly of the Brothers in 1717, La Salle was at
lest successful in having his resignation as superior accepted, To
farestall the possibility of any precedent being esteblished, he
insisted that his successar, Brother Barthelemy, should be known as
the 'first' superior general of the congregdtion., La Salle, the priest,
wished for no other distinction than that of being a Brother and a
teacher in the congregation he had founded, '

Without further delay, steps were taken to cbtain papal approval,
Since, for this, royal letters patent were essential, a property was
bought at St. Yon, near Rouen, This property, where the novitiate was
elready situated, would become the official centre of the congregation,
La Salle.died in 1719, but the events he had set in motion pursued
their cowurse; six years later, Pope Benedict XIII gave of'ficial recog-
nition to the Brothers of the Christian Schools as a religicus
institute, in which the members bound themselves by vows of 'chastity,
poverty, obedience, stability and teaching the poor gratuitously',

(4) The Option in favour of toms.

a) Offers refused:

The duc de Mazarin, baron of Chiteau-Porcien, asked for Brothers
to staff his country schools which he was anxious to set up across his
estates, In the country surrounding Rheims, several parish priests
_2lso made a request for teachers, in the pericd 1683-1685, lLa Salle
was only at the beginning of his venture but already he could fareses
serious difficulties in dealing with the countryside in the same way
as with the towvns., He therefore refused. The Brothers were destined
to wcz-k in towns, not to be dispersed throughout the country villages,
But the latter would not be neglected. Far them, La Salle decided to
create training cclleges, which he called 'seminaries far country -
school teachers'., These teachers could live alone; they could be
-ecclesiastics - tonsured clerics, sub-deacons, deacons., The hope that,

ance ordained priests, they would continue to teech in elementary



schools secmed an illusion; at Lyons, Démia was already setting up
schools staffed by teachers who were clerics, but as soon as these
teachcrs becane priests, they thought thcmselves 'fit to go higher?,
in other wards to exercisc their pastaral ministry with young people
and with edults in the much wider apostolate of the parish,

La Salle accepted that the masters he had treined in his colleges
for country teachers might later become priests and give up their work
in elementary schools; 'ot'her, younger men were thére to replace them.
Following the parish priests of the countryside near Rheims, it was
the turn of the parish priest at Crosne necar Paris, who approached
La Salle to ask for teachers trained by him. Ve have the substance
of La Salle's reply: it was impossible to accede to the wishes of the
perish priest of Crosne because the duties of secretary in a presbytery
were incompatible with the assiduous nature of the .wcn:'k in any well-
run school, |

Other refusals were given on two occésions to requests from the
hospice for the poar in Montreal: this hoépice was not for the Brothers
and they could not accept to be dispersed throughout the .countryside
without running the risk of destroying their own institute,

b) Hopes end exvansionm: : : ,
La Salle showed himself to be as favourable to requests from towns

as he was reluctant to entertain those from the country.

When the’archbishop of Rheims made him a very tempting offer if‘.
he would remain in the diocese, La Salle preferred to eschew security
in favour of sending Brothers to the capital, Paris., From that vantage
point, so he had been told, he could radiate over the whole of France.
Not once did he refuse Brothers to any sizesble town once the conditions
far normel religious life were guaranteed; At the most, he might
request a delay when he lacked the necessary personnel,

In Marseilles, he hoped to ‘assume very rapidly the responsibility
for four schools of the town; in Rome, he wanted all the 'papal schools'
to be run by the Brothers; in Lyons, he himself took the initiative.

At the request of persons of influence, he sent off Brothers to negotiate
the conditions for their stay in the town. In the end, it was not he
but the diocesan authorities who did not follow up the project: the
nasters formed by Demia were not to be replaced by others. At Mende,
Grenoble, Rouen, he replied every time with a 'yes',

His work did not shun any region, any diocese, So long 2s a town
was large enocugh to require a minimum of four teachers faor the education
of all the poarer population, La Salle was prepared to send in Brothers,
even if, at the outset, only one or two classes were envisaged, His
confidence in the success of his Institute was such that he exvected



rapid results., Within a short space of time, fow-.classcs would be
opcnea and he would send in a team of five Brothers to ensure that

the school was well run,

c¢) Motives: . . _

In the 17th centwry, tovn ard country did not have the same
_educational needs. Reading and writing were not"so useful in a rural
erea as in an urban setting., Contrasted with the concentration of
people in a towm, the country could offer only a low density of
pooulation and a very wide dispersion, Its tiny villages did not
permit a large enough number of boys to be assembled so as to give
wark to a teacher far a whole year; if he was to survive, the teacher
had to take up other jobs - sacristan, secretary or scrivener,

Again, in the towmms a mare or less carrect farm of French was
spoken, but in the country the local dialect varied from province to
province, A master wishing to odapt to his pupils would need to know
the local customs and become acquainted with rural ways and expressions,
The rhythm of the seasons, the inten'ubtion of schoel by the harvest
or grape-gathering, the impossibility for children to cross flocded
land on the way to shool ar to make their way along snow-coverced lanes
gave rise to very special conditions of teaching. Schools could anly
be dpened pericdically and the teachers might find themselves free
far a great part of the year, Time-tables end programmes were con-
siderably lighter than in the towms.

But La Salle wanted 'specialists', He maintained that thc christian
education of children through schooling involved the whole man., He
rrepared his Brothers for a specific mission: he gave them the spirit
of acting in comman. All pedagogical, educational, even religious
questions would be discusscd -in the community so as to evolve a mode
of action to be adopted by all. In this way, the Brothers of the
Christian Schools became a ‘carparate body' in whioh the Brothers under-
tock to maintain 'together and by association free schools', At any
mament, and according to whatever need (illness, deperture ...) cach
can be replaced by another: the educstional aims remained the same,

. the teaching methods did not vary, the local teaching team suffered
no disturbance, the children were not put under stress by divergent
regulations, '

Time-tables, cwriculum, methods, text-books, everything was
adaptod to the needs of town children, The Rules of Propriety and of
Christian Civility which served as a reader was not suitable in many-
respects for country children - the Lasallian exparience was essentially
urban and the Founder deliberately circumscribed his effarts within the
sphere of his own competence. - Faithful to one of his dearest principles,



he did not try to do everything, but to do very well only what he
was capcble of achieving, Ve are in presence of a marvellous concern
far efficicncy. Personal d‘fviciency was psesisted by a specialised
training for the individual Brother, a training that was possible
because it was the result of a community's reflections on a clearly

defined and limited objective: the education of the urban pocr,

IV The Conditions for a School to be "Well-run"

In his correspondence, La Salle frequently shows his concern
to know 'whether the schools are doing well!, For hinm this expression
could only be applied to lessons that were interesting, that murtured
the emotions as well as the mind, fostering the will, sound marzal:
attitudes and the faith, To attain these objectives, sevenlconditions
were essential: they relate to the teachers, the pupils, their relation-
ships within the fromework of the christian school, the christian life,
the teaching methaods, '

(1) The Teachers:

To the traditiamal 'school master! perfoarming alone in front of
his pupils, La Salle substituted the notion of a 'teaching community'.
It is together and by association that the Brothers of the Christian
Schools raflect upon their misvsion, draw up their pm;ogrammes, exchange
their pedagogical insights. A I

The director of the community wat’cheé ‘ bver the ?rcper co-ordinatien
of efforts. Because faith is the foundation of the whole Losallian
set-up,. the directar is also the a.z.mimat_cr of the christian life of the
teachers and of their pupils. An inspectar assists him in visiting
the classes so that he can the better advise the teachers and see to

" their continued formation. Exchanges between the teachers, from cne
school to another, are easy, thanks to the Brother Visitar who makes
the best use of each cne accarding to his professional expertise and
the circumstances. More than the personal interesfs of the educatar,
it was the good of the children that was cdnstantly in mind,

' The ausf-erity of such demands upon the teachers was eascd by thé
religious consecration of the Brothers whose vows of poverty, chostity,
-obedience guaranteed & minimum at least of self-denial 'for the greater
glary of God. and the salvation of sould!, Pedogogical competence, a
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perfect grosp of the subjeots to be taught, were indispensablo,
Every day, the time-table draown up by La Salle allowed for pericds
of perscnal study and lesson preparation,

Before launching his Sunday Schools, whose purpose was to enable
young men to perfect their lnowledge of technical drawing and book-
keeping, La Salle had private tuition given to several Brothers to
trepare them tharoughly for this new undertaking. In his 'Management
_of Schools', he asks each one 4o become perfectly familiar with the
- 'Treatise on the pronunciation of French' because merely to teach how

to read was not enough: they hed to teach how to rcad well,

But it was the human and supernatural qualities of the teacher
thet counted most with children who behave accarding to their impressions.
The child is mare likely to imitate what he sees than to practise what.
he is tought. On this point La Salle was cdamant: no teacher should
remain in a school if he was a cause of scandal., On this he insisted,
time and again, ' '

'The first thing you owe your pupils is edification and good

example, Do you teach your.disciples nothing that you do
not practise yourself? It is of consequence that your
example should speak lowder than your words',

Love of the poar, detac}meht from warldly wealth, devotedness to
those least endowed, energy, constancy, loyalty to the given ward,
cbedience to the Church, there was no erd to the qualities amd virtues
La Salle expected of the christian teacher, He stressed twelve far
their pedagogical value: :

Gravity: A manner that'was serious, refined but also cheerful,
Sil.ence: A calmness that is conducive to aftentiveness.
Humility: A simplicity that does not overwhelm the child with

' excessive autharitarianism, :
Prudence: The art of getting down to the child's level.

Wisdoms Common sense, the intelligence of what is practical and
 not merely of theary.

Patierce: The toleration of imperfection in others,

Restraint: Self-ccntrol, _

¥ildness: Goodness that attracts affection,

Zeal: Devotedness in action, ’ '

Vigilance: ~ Continual attention to anything that could be a cause of
physical or moral danger to children.

Piety: . Having recourse to God for oneself and for others,

Generosity: The disinterestedness that does not count the difficulties,
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(2) The Pupils:

The 17th century was not short of colleges or free schools,
but the children of the poor rorcly set foot in t hem. The school
progrommes were not suited to their nceds, the teachers did not
welcome them, In Paris, when La Salle arrived in the parish of
'St. Sulpice to take over its charity school, he found it provided
with a hosiery work-room. But the children arrived at all times,
they passed the day gambling, they were there to occupy their time
rather than to learn anything useful, The articles they made in the
work-shop were sold to help maintain the school,

La Salle fransformed this scene of truck and chaos, He
established a daily routine which allowed time for instruction eos
well as far manual work, There was now to be time far an cducation
that was txruly human, civic and christian, Prayer ccased to be 2o
soul-less formality., People in the neighbourhood noticed the change:
no mere fighting children in the streets, no more'pilfering, less
1oufishness, more cleanliness, mcre regard for the elderly and the
sick. In a short space of time, the school doubled its roll, the
children were happy and showed their gppreciation far the help that
wes being given them.

It was nothing short of a social revolution that had begun and
one that extended its harizon, by the opening of 'poor schools', to
a1l children without distinction. It was a revolution that was to
promote genuine progress for the poor by bringing them into a new
relationship with more favoured ciréles.

- Of the hcad and the ears:

To scratthone's head when talking, or when in company and

not talking, is indecd most indecent and unworthy of a well-
barn person; it is also thé result of great negligence and
dirtiness, for this ardinarily comes from not hoving taken
. care. to comb one's hair thoroughly or to kecp one's head
clean, This issomething to which those who do not wear a
wig must give their attention, not to leave dust or scwf
on the hecad ....

Propricty and good manners require cne not to allow dirt
to build up in the ears, thus, onc must from time to time,
clean them with an instrument made for this purpcse and
called accordingly an ear-swab, It is most indecent to
use one's fingers or a pin for this purpose: and it is
controry to the respect one should heve for the persons

with whom one finds oneself', to do it in thelr presence;
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one must also have the s:;'mev respect for the holy places ,..
The finest ornament far the ears of o christian is that
they should be well-dispdied and cver ready to hear
attentively, and receive yrith submission, instructions
cancerning religion and the maxims of the holy gospei.

It is for this reason that holy anon law has crdered all
ecclesinstics to leave their ears completely uncovered,

to remind them that they must always be attentive to the
law of God, to the teachings of truth, to the knowledge

of salvation, of which they are the trustees and
distributors,

Of the hair: . v

There is no one who should not taoke for rule and far
practice to cemb his hair daily and one pust never appear
befare anyone with tangled and untidy hair; above all,

one must be careful not to have any lice or nits., This
concern and care are of importance far children, '
Although one must not too readily use powder on one's
hair, which reminds one of an effeminate man, one must
nevertheless toke care nct to have greasy hair; that is
why, when cne's heir is naturally greasy, ome can remove
~the grease with bran ar put powder on the comb so as to
dry the hair ...

It is even more improper to wear a badly ccmbed wig than
to have uncombed hair ... Although one must not be over-
negligent with this sort of head-dress when it is customary,
it is nevertheless ccntrary‘ to good breeding ard to common
sense for a man to sperd a long time, and to go to great
trouble, to adjust ard arrange it.

Les Regles de la Biensbeonce et de la Civilitd Chrétienne
by J. B, de La Salle (1703 edn,)
1st part, ch, IT and IIT

.'..'.‘..........l'0..'.......'O...O.ll..‘......C'.......'0..........'.'

a) Aveilsbilty to all:
In the Lasallian school, complete gratuity was o fundamental

principle. Even well-to-do families found themselves farced to receive
freely what they would willingly have pa:x.d faor ~ and thus Secure for
thenselves a position of influence and control in the school. This

was a rich man's privilege that La Salle rejected, At the outset, poor
children alone ceme because the school was still called a ‘chority »

. school', an unflattering name, But La Salle soon removed this notice
board and replaced it by one bearing the inscription 'Christicn School'.
Better-of f craftsmen bega.n' to send their children because the teachers
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no longer tolerated vermin on the poar: fleas, ring worm, lice
became rare. _

The Writing Masters and the Masters of the Little Schools.
ntested because they were losing fee-paying pupils.  La Salle
insisted on keeping his schools free even far those who could
efford to pay: pcverty was not to be the criterion for the
admission of children to the 'Christian Schools', Children
of the people héd'thelright to associate in class and at play
with children from bourgeois families; they should not be excluded
from genuine and worthwhile relationships with more favoured sociel
circles, ‘

Social discrimination gradually disappeared, Following the
lead of the craftsmen, bourgeois children arrived to learn reading -
and writing on the same benches as the children of the poor. The ‘
equalising of oppartunity gained ground all the more easily as the
Brothers concerned themselves more with the poor than with the rich,
with the dull-witted than with the clever, with the awkward characters
than with the docile, with the uncouth than with the nicely-mannered ...
This openness was extended fo rich as well as poor, to non-christians
as well as the christians, Only one condition was imposed: attend-
ance at the lessons of religious instruction, It was not a matter
of 'making them live like christians', but of infarming them about
the contents of christian doctrine., Just as foreigners attending
school in France are expected to study French history if they
wish to pass French exams, so non~-christians coming to a christian
school were expected to become informed as to the nature of christian-
ity. . , .
Confronted with those whose attitude to waork and whose behaviour
repained unsatisfactory, a certain reserve was required: they should
not be allowed to harm their companicﬁs. For educatioq is as much
g matter of relationships between friends as the work of the teacher,
Three unheeded warnings were to be sufficient motive for dismissal.
But in that case, the Brother should consider himself as respomnsible,
at least in part, for the failure, He must see to it that such a
result is not repeated; He must also allow a child who has been
dismissed to return to school 'if there iérany hope of improvemeﬁt'.

Nothing was to be final until after a second dismissal,
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Iéulaie under an obligation to instruct tﬁe children
of the poar, you must therefore have & very special

concern for them and procure their spiritual goods as
far as you can, looking upon them as members of Jesus
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Christ, and as his loved ones; the faith with which
you should be animated should make you honour Jesus ‘
Christ in their persons and should moke you prefer them
to the rich of this warld, because they are the living
images of Jesus Christ, our divine master,

~ Show, by the care you take of them that they are truly
dear to ydu ard ask St. Nicholas, their patron, to
cbtain far you from God, some share of the love he had
for the pocr, above all a great zeal to obtain purity for
thém, a virtue which it is difficult to preserve in a
century as coarrupt as ours,

Meditation for the feast of St.Nicholas.

Ve are poar Brothers, unknown and of little comnsideration
_ to people of the world, It is only the poor who seek
us out; they have nothing to offer us but their hearts
"disposed to receive owr teaching. Let us love all that
"is most humiliating in our work so as to share, in some
way, in thesbasement of Jesus Christ at his birth,
Rest assured that, so long as you remain committed at
heart to poverty and to all that may humble you, you
' will bear-fruit in souls and the angels of God will cause
you to be known and will .inspire fathers and mothers to
send you their children to be taught; that, by your
instructions, you will touch the hearts of these poor
" children and that most of them will become true christians,
But if you do not resemble Jesus at his birth by these
two eminent qualities, you will be little known and little
used, you will be neither loved nor -appreciated by
the poor and you will never be able to possess, for
them, that character of 'Saviour' which befits you in
“your work; for you will attract them to God only in
the measure of the likeness that you bear to them and
to Jesus at his birth,

Meditation for the Feast of the Nativity.
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b) Individual and group wark:
Too much was made, in the 19th century, of the 'simultaneous!

method of Lasallian teaching., In fact, our 17th century EBrothers
knew how to individualise their teaching: they aimed at the progress
of the individuel as well as at that of the group,
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Group Centred Work: '

In the 17th century, manners, customs, language, clothes,
personal hygiene varied considerably between poor and rich, They
were altered in twe stages in La Salle's schools, .

In the first period, his schools attracted only the very boor,
the most wrotchoed children, Their langauge was unremittingly
vulgar,'their clothes in rags, their persenal cleanliness deplerable,
By inspections of cleanlinss, by constant vigilance over their
vocabulary, by lessons of 'civility', that is of good manners and
politeness, by exerting to the full their educational expertise,
the teachers finally managed to clear their classes of lice and
fleas and to make their pupils look clean and 'presentable’,

Then begen the second stage: craftsmen and small traders
noticed the change, - They no longer hesitated to let their children
mix with those who, only yesterday, were regarded as little ‘hooligans‘.
They now wanted their childrenlto attend La Salle's schools. There
was only one conditien: La Salle insisted on ebsolute gratuity for
all, The craftsmen and small trhders, later the lower middle class,
were not allowed to create for themselves a social privilege, that
of paying which madeithem off from the very poor., Every element
© of discrimination based on money was eliminated,  From that moment,
the friendly relations that could develop between 'rich' and poor
helped the less fortunate to improve their vocesbulary and their
mznners and to make useful contacts that would assist their entry
into the world of adult work,

Child Centred Tork '

Each pupil was followed up individually. Under the seal of
professional secrecy; the teacher studied the character of each
child and drew up a statement of his 'good and bad qualities?,

These cbservations were to be accomplished not in the manmer of a
judge, but with 'affection'!, for La Salle desired his teachers to
'love tenderly all their pupils!, They were to get to know the
child, his family, the company he kept, his difficulties, so as to

gi#e him the benefit of the teacher's experience and to encourage

him in his effarts, ‘ ;

The school curriculum was drawn up with carefully graded
syllabuses in each subject., A child who was giftéd in one subject
could advance mare rapidly in this one than in the others, Changes
from one set to another of a more advanced level were carried out
at monthly intervals so that it was not necessery to walt until the
end of the school year before beginning a new programﬁe and joining

a group of new companions,



Quickness of intellect was not to be the only criterion in
deciding this individual promotion, A sound psychology must also
iguide the decision, Bright children were to be encouraged to
deepen their knowledge in prefercnce to rushing through the diff-
erent grades, There were good reasons for this, What is learnt
too quickly can soon be fargotten; a sound mind is better than one
',fi.llcd with the appearance of icncwledge; it was better far young
children not to -completev too quickly the whole course of studies
far they would then be deprived, at too éé.fly an age, of the
educative relationships of the school and would find themselves
thrust too young into the adult w;arking world, On the other hand,
‘b'oys who were already thirteen « fourteen ycars old when they came
to the school could change grades as soon as they had acquired the
necessary knowledge to follow classes at a higher level. In a shart
time, they could complete the whole course of studies, '

This system was possible because the té.sts and examinations were
not ‘designed simply to provide marks: they were intended to verify
that a parficula.r programme had been assimilated, The director and
the inspector watched over this with the greatest care, They en-
couraged and rewarded, but it was not overall merks or totals that
determined their decisions, it was a shrewd analysis of the quality
and quantity of the knowledge of each pupil,

Individual, progress was also assisted by the way children shared
in the various responsibilities of the teacher,
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Of the qualities and abilities that children must have
to be changed grades:

..It is of the greatest impartance never to place a child
in a grade of which he is not capable because he would
then be put in a situation of never learning anything
and of remaining ignorant for the rest of .his'life,
That is why one must not be cqncerx'xed sbout a pupil's
age or size or the time he has spent in one grade when
one wishes to move him into a higher one, but anly with
his aptitude; thus, for instance, before making a child
read words in groups, it is necessary that he should
now perfectly how to read letters and syllebles,

With regard to young children with quick minds and
ready memories, one must not move them up continually,
when they are capable of it, because otherwise they
would not attend school for a long enough time, This
is, nonetheless, what would be desirable and what ome
must try to obtain as far as possidble, without upsetting
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the parents. One must Howrver avoid the two extremes:
{
for it is not good to kedp a child a long time on one
lesson lest he, and his

it just as it is not f‘itding to promote too quickly -

arents, become disgustcd with

those who are too young and too immature, or who are

 not capable of it, far the reasoms which have already
been given, The sbility and the qualitics a child
must have to be changed from one grade to another, are
the following:- '

Those who have shovm a lack of salf-confrol ar piety
oar who have been careless and lazy in studying ard in
followring lessons will be changed only with great
reluctance and will be examined mare rigorously and
severely than the others; if they fall into the same
ways, the following manth, they will not be changed
the next time, however clefcrthéy mey be. .
Those who have been sbsent for five full days, that is
ten times, will not change grades at the end of the
month even though they would otherwise be capable of
so doing,

Those who read in the 'Civility' will not be changed

. from the first to the second grade until they have been
reading by syllebles for at least two months, and they
avill remain in the second grade for as long as'they
continue to attend the school, :
Those ‘of_the seventh grade who are writing letters of
account, will not be changed, to do small and cursive
writing, until they have written in this seventh grade
for at least six months, ' _ _
Those of the first and semnd grades for arithmetic,
who are learning addition and subtraction, will not
bé changed until they have spent at least two months - .
in each grade. '

The Management of Christian Schools,
ch,k, article 3. (mss of 1706?)
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(3) Participation ard educative relationships:

If the 17th century colleges were highly arganised, but primary
schoals preserved a freedom of action that is poles apart from the
administrative control customa.rj in European countries to-day.

There were no laws dealing with the relative roles of teachers and
pupils, of educators and parents, of schceols and rrof'essional bodies.
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La Salle's point of view wzs crystal clcar: children are
not schoolboys but 'disciples'; the master is not an officiul,
he takes the place of the parents, he is the 'minister' of God
and the Chhwxreh, he representa Jesus Christ, Creation is not a
completed activity: the teacher shares in the progress of each
child, far the improvement of society, for the temparal and
eternal happiness of* each,

The ethos of ‘the popular school was radically changed by this
attitude. The teacher was not the supreme esuthority., = It wes

towards God that all locked; it was from God alone that orders came;
it was from the discovery of his will that lives were to de shaped.

Vigilance and affection were to replace supervision and a frigid

autharity.

ees show great affection for all their children...

.. wotch over children eeo have adequate care and vigilance

far them ... '

ees be careful in-all that concerns them ...

.ee. devote oneself wholehear'tedly to their instructiom...

These words and phrases ‘are to be found at every moment coming from

the Fourder's pen. o
Firmness however is not 1£éldng. It is seen in the consistency

of the teacher's expectations. It does not zbdicate when confronted

vdth the fickleness or carelessness of t-urbulent or lazy children.

Punishment also existed, Its purpose was improvement, to refcrm.

It conditions and application were kstrictly defined, It must be:-
disinterested, carried out far the love of God and far the child
just, dealing with genuine fault '
propartionate, to the responsibility of the gu:.l’cy me
moderate, 'rather less than more!
calm, and, prei‘era.bly, delayed in its application
rcasaneble enough to be aceceptable to the child,

The relationships developed through the school were quickly seen
to be natural and genuine beczuse they developed from a re&l/mderstand-
ing of the child, through a knowledge of his family background.
Personal contcct was made with the father or mother at the tlxne he
Jjoined the school. The directar would :.nqun-e about the perents’ -
wark, the behaviour of the child in his previous schools, the future
they faresaw for him, his good and bad points, his special strengths,
his physical weaknesses, how he showed himself a christian ... :

The part taken by the children in the running of the séhool was shown
in several wavs,

¥hen a child missed a ¢lass, a ‘visitar of the absent' would go
to his home to enquire after him, If he was ill, he would try to




cheer him up ard would call régularly to see him. If the teacher
was unexpectedly called away {rom class or befare he arrived in
school, a pupil known as the iinspector' would replace him, He
was.riot to speak or thrcaten;jhe was cimply to obosrwve attentively;
his role was that of a monita® who must give an account to the
teacher, Lest the inspector himself should colour the facts, other
children were to watch over the conduct of the inspector. Thus,
justice could be seen to be done. The 'reciter of prayers', the
distributor of papers and books, those appointed for the cleaning

of the school, the opening and closing of doors fulfilled a function
that was of service to the community of the school. The number of
posts to be filled permitted, at cne time or another, a large number
of children to assume responsibilities that could only be useful

for their education.
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List of pupils in the fourth grade in 1706, with an account
of their qualities and wealknesses,

Francis Delevieux, aged 8% yeafs, has been coming to school

for two years, He has been in the third grede for writing
since 1st July. :

He is ﬁ restless boy; he shcws little piety or self-control
in church and at prayers, unless one watches him. Because
he is so light-headed, his main defect is lack of self-
‘control. He is fairly well-behaved; he needs to be won
over ard encouraged to do well, Correction has little
effect on him because he is light-headed,

He rarely misses school, except occasionally without per-
mission through meeting dissolute companions and because
he is light-hseded; but he has often failed to arrive on
tige,

His application to wark is poar; he will of'ten gaze around
and take a rest, unless cne is watching him, .He learns
easily, but he has twice failed to be moved up a grade,
from the second to the third, on account of his lack of
application, \

He is obedient if one has authofity; if not, he is sfubborn.
However, hie is not of a diffiicult nature; once he has been
won over, he will do anything one requires, He is loved by
his parents who are not pleased -if he is punished,

He has not held any office because he is not really capable
.cf any. But he is alert and would acquit himself well of

his duties but for his coming often late,



Lambert Dulong, aged 12% years, has bcen coming to school

for -four years. He has been in the fourth grade for writing
far six months, in the fifth grade far accounts, and in the
fourth f'ar arithmetic since 4th May, He i3 a scatter— - -
brained, light-hesded boy but he learns and retains casily,
He has very little piety in church and at prayers, he
rarely goes to t.'.he sacfaments. His particular defect is
pride and he is very upsct when he is humiliated, Punish-
ment is sometimes useful for him, ' |
He is ncarmally hard-working, is very attentive at catechism,
at writing and arithmetic, He has always changed grades

on time, ‘

He is submissive when he meets his master; otherwise he

is discbedient, His parents are not displeased when he

is corrected,

He has been the reciter of prayers and the first in the
bench; he verforms these duties well,

N.B. The 'first in the benc}';' had the duty of keeping the
attendance register: pupils arriving late, or absent with

ar without permission ,...
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(4) The Princival Pedagogical Methads: -

The Hana:r’:ment of Schools written by the Founder cannot be

summarised - it must be rcad., Shrewd cbservatiomms, wise suggestions,
advice suited to the different subjects of elementary schooling are
to be found on every page: we can mention here only a few of these
ideas, Not that we ccnsider these to be the most impmertant, merely
that they are important in their own right.
The good arder insisted on by de La Salle was in direct contrast
to the generzl disorder frequent in the schools of his day, It was
to be obtained by a detailed time-table rigarcusly respected by the
teachers. An atmosphere of calm would come from-the habitual silence
of the staff: it was for the pupil designated to speak - the school
is 'active'. A small instrument, the 'signal' allowed teachers to
give their instructions to the puvils without having to raise their
voice. The aim, in these elementary classes, was to show the children
how to read and write rather than to explain comnlex notians.
Repetition and graded progress was the camplement of the teacher's
silence and that of the rest of the class, The children who knew the
answers to the questions which the teacher put quictly would be questioned
first; then fhose with rather less intelligence would be asked next and
_ . would repea‘s_gsfore_,thelrhad tine to‘agrzet: finally those with little



Leoary or application would bte asked toreply. During this tiie,
the nore advanced would zlready be foreseeing ‘the rest of the lesson
and what they would next be asked. No onc was left behird.

Unifor.ity and consistency of 1:ethod appeared essential, La Salle
often insists on .this, He wantcd: it to te. possible for teachers to
pove fron ane town to another without obliging their new pupils to
- edapt to new nethods with each change of teacher: it was far the
teachers to adapt to their pupils. The Managenment of Schools was
there to pronote this uniformity and this continiity in the apnlication
of well-teéted cethods. Experinentation was not, however, precluded,
The pore experienced teachers were autharised to experiment prudently,
provided this Aid not impede the work of others or danage the general
harnony of the school. Periodically the Maragenent of Schools was
revised, The results of the best experipents were written into it
when the ‘principal Brothers' net in general asseribly,

The !'supernuperary' was an extra teacher placed by de La Salle
in every school of at least four Brothers. In ordinary times, he
busied himself with the affairs of the house, npaintenance, purchases,
peals, But when occasion arose, he would step in to replace sone ill
or overworked teacher, This typically Lasallian solution solved the
moblen, so frequent in the 17th centwry, of absentee teachers, a
problen caused by the prevelence at that time of tuberculosis,
influenza, 'fevers!, early death, It differentiated the Brothers!
Free Schools fron other schools of the period thutwere quite unable
to guarantee pernanency of teaching throughout the year. Absentecisno
enang the purils would dininish, in the 18th century, only to thsz
extent that a remedy could be found for absenteeisn anang the teaching
staff,

The School Cwrriculun: This energed fron the needs of the local
group, not fron edicts of autharity, and was adapted to the situation

of children of the conron people,

=~ Latin was of no practical use for ué.nua.l and connercialAwork. The
tire they would spend in school was too short for the poor and artisans
to acquire even a Smattering of latin culture. So the reading of latin
"passed into second place in the school cﬁm‘iculun.

- French, and the reading of French, was given pride of place =~ a
revolutionary decision. -

-~ The practical and the useful were La Salle's objectives: the ability
to read ceruscripts, accounts, legal contracts ... On this point, he
achieved results that can only be cosidered as superior to those of
to-day,

- To these prograrres of practical vé.lue was added an education in the
social graces, His 'Rules of h‘oPriety and of Christian Civility' was
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not just a stuldy of good nanncys ard polite forms but rather a serious

reflection that is gradually d¢veloped at every page of this nasterly
~ book, Insteod of tcaching abodt civilisaticn, La Salle preferred to
train children to live as civilised people.

Through the ability to read, the doar was thrown wide open to
genuine culture. Here, the curriculun left roon for perscnal choice.
. and endless enrichnent, VWith the progress of tinoe, children's Inowledge
would becone deceper and nore extensive, following the development of
society. ' ‘

reflection upon the bonds that‘ilink people togcther in society, a
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Mecoir addressed to Mer., Godet des Marais, Bishoo of Chartres,

by J.B. de La Salle, to justify the recasons for teaching

read:.ng by beginning with French, ‘

1. The reading of French has a usefulness wh:.ch is greater
and pore universal than the reading of latin,

.2, French, being .their nother tongue, is comparably easier
to learn than latin by children who understand the forcer
but not the latter, . . '

3. Consequently it requires far less tine to learn to reead

" in French than it does to learn to read in latin,

4, The reading of French prepares faor reading in latin, but
on the camtrary, the reesding of latin does not prepare
for reading in French, as experience shows, The reason
is that, to read latin well, it is sufficient to stress
"each syllable and promounce the wards carefully, a thing
that is easy to do when one has first learnt to spell and
_to rezd in French,

8. Expericnce shows that 'borys and girls who attend the
Christian Schools do not persevere long enough in their
attendance and do not cone long enough to learn to be
good readers of latin and French. As soon as they zre
of an age to go out to wark, they are withdravm; or they
are unsble to attend any longer becuase they need to earn
their livelihood. That being the case, if one begins by
teaching then to read in latin, the following disadvantages
ensue: They withdraw befare they lecarn to read in French
a to reaﬁ well, "Ihen they withdraw they can only read
latin imperfectly and they scon farget what they knew,
‘with the result that they are never able to read either
latin or French. Finally the nost Inroful disadvantege
is that they alnost never learn their christian doctrine.
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9. In fact, when one begins by teaching children to read
Prench, they at least are able to rcad it competently -
by the tine they leave achool. Being cble to reed,
they can cantinue to educate themselves in christion
doctrine, they can lcarn from printcd catechisms, they
can sanctify the Sundays ond Holy Days by reading good
books ard by saying thair rreyers well in French ....

10. FMinally, experiencc shows that nearly all those Soys
and girls who do not understand latin, who have no
acquaintance with letters o the latin language,
especially the common people and most of all the poar
who frequent the Christian Schools, never lcarn to
read latin properly and, when they do read it, are
sircply pitiable to those who urderstand that language;
it is therefore quite useless to spend a long tine
teaching a language to pecple who will never use it.

Quoted by Blain, La Vie de Monsiewr de La Salle,
Vol, 1, PP 375-376, 1733 edn,
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Teaching Aids: These too were changed. The traditional 'dunce's
cap! was cbolished, If the stick and the strap still subsisted, they
could only be used with the greatest discretion. Other sanctions,
requiring no instruments, were preferred because they cd led for nare
thought and personal effort: the study of a lesson not learnt, the
re-writing of a previously botched piece of work ...

Large wall charts helped the reading of writing. A blackboard
waS used for the teaching of arithmetic. Desks and benches were(given
precise dinensions and the cost meticulous care was taken so that every
child should be properly seeted according to his size instead of on
Yenches that wem unifarn foar the whole class, Tastefully drawn paxios
and sentences decorated the walls of the class and recelled important
ideas to the children., To the 'signal' already centioned was added a
long pointer which alloved the teacher to show the pupils the sentences
on the wall charts or the places where they hed gone wrong in their
calculations,

(5) Christian Life.

Lasallian pedagogy ainms at farming nen who confarn to God's
creative purpcse. The secular is not neglected, it retains its _
autonomy, but it is not shut off from the religiocus dimension, The
life of any baptised pupil attcndiﬁg a christion school is a life
that by its origin and through its development owes it to itself to
be christian, The education of the child's faith has, on the herizon
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of its perspective, the communitarian ideal of the Acts of the
Apostles: ‘
. V'I'hey devoted themselves to the Apostles! ’tcaching
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer ... All the belicvers were togethex; and
hed everything in conuon. Acts 2, 42-44
.‘I'hc.*{ devoted thenselves to the Ancstles' tcaching: Far La Salle,
catechisn should be taught daiiy, even on Sundays, Meditation No, 201
(for the Retreat) insists on it. The Founder was no deubt concerncd
to base this custon on apostolic practice and on that of Christ hinself':
accarding to the gospels and the Acts, Jesus and the apostles taught
the ward of God daily,
'You rust perforr: your duties in the sane way that the
apostles fulfilled their ninistry, cbout which it is
said in the Acts of the Apostles that 'they never ccased
to teach daily and to proclain Jesus Christ in the Tenple
ard in houses'; so that by their action 'the Lord increased
daily the number of the faithful and the fellowship of
" those who were being saved .,.' If the holy apostles

acted in this nanner, it is because Jesus Christ gave
then the exanple', (cof M, Sawpage, Catéchdse et Lalicat,
- pp 5%-595)

Every.day,_ a half hour of religious instruction contributed to
enlighten ninds on the truths of faith. Learning by rote was considered
inportant, as it still is fo-day in non-literary cultures, as was the
sub-cul ture of the poar in 17th century France, But the Brothers were
urged to explain, to inspire, to make religion attractive. La Salle °
never ceases to renind them that they have not merely to teach truths
but to teach children hew to live.

... and the fellowship: A training in christian living was nore impartant

in Lasallian schools than thecretical knowledge. Practice wos therefore
essential: acts of charity towards class companions, acts of respect
tomards teachers and parents, acts of reparation fer wrong done, exercise
of will, of sclf-control, called 'sacrifices' at that tine - and so on ...
ses to the brecliing of bread: Dajly attendance at Mass, a coanon feature

ot that periad, was considered normal for christian children since no
pressing woerk prevented them. This life of fellowship, of conruni on
with God, was accompanied by education of the conscience, Preparation

" far the exanination of canscience fitted naturally in to the prayer

that narked the end of afternoon class. A brief glance over the day,

a thought given to cne's pain actions of the day, a few guiding questions
frou: the teacher to direct the pupils towards a better understanding of

their own characters, constituted an cxercise of great psychclogical and



spirituel value when perfornmed in the presence of God and with the
intention of pleasing hin, '

e.. and to prayer: The wards of the gospcl, 'pray ceaseclessly'! were
not fargotten. At every howr end every holf -howr, a child rcealicd
the presence of God. For a few noments work ccased, they thought of

Gad, they qu:.ckly sa:.d their love, followed by a prayer of adcration
o request said a.loud. It was a nonent to think of the &bsent, of
the wretched, the unbelievers,'perl'mps to pray that one might also
possess those other qualities they had in higher degree,

they ... had in cormon: Since the poor rarely ate before going to
school, La Salle decided that all the children would eat their break-
fast at schocl befere the start of the school day. To prevent e

- fron showmg off and ancther frem feeling huniliated, it wos forbidden
to bring expensive focds, So that those without food should have their
need Tilled, the teacher gathered in a basket and distributed the excess
of food brought by those best provided. This sharing of bresd was done
in an evangelical spirit, It began ard ended by grace, Once nore, La
Salle refuscd to conpartuentallse the sccular and the sacred, the
religious and the educational. Thile the children were eating their
breakfast, they busied themselves revising their lessons, Thus
education in charity, tra.iﬁing in good panners, thlrough the vigilance
of the tcachers, the practical exampie aof éhristian living in a
particular instance of daily 1life, everything here helped the child
to rise a2bove hinself.

Foar John Baptist de La Salle, christ'ia.;'x' edﬁéation was nct nerely .
instruction, it was an apprenticeship for life, 'l
Of the things to which the Tea cher pust attend durlrg breckfast
and afternoon collation:
The teacher must see to it tha.t the nuplls bring scnething
every dey for their breakfast a.nd ui‘te::‘noon collation; a smell

. basket will be put in = special place in the classroon so
that, without being obliged to do so, thec children nmay put
in it the bread they have lef't over, when they feel so inclined,
and this bread will be distributed to those who are poor,
The tcacher will teke care that they do not give up so ouch
of their bread that they do not have enough left faor themselves;
those who have brcad to give will raise their hands and show
the picce of bread they are giving, and a pupil whose duty it
is to receive the alns will go and collect then and, at the
end of the meal, the teachers will distribute the bread to the
poorest, and will exhart then to pray for -their benefactcrs.
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They will also tako care :'that they do not throw any kernecls

or shells on the floor, ‘ciut they will oblige them to put -

then in their pockets or 'in their bags. ‘

They nust also tell thenm that if they aro. requested to ent

in schocl, it is to teach then to cat cm’rcctly, with noderation
and palitely =rd to say graoe befarc ard after cating ....

They will not allow their pupils to give anything to one
snother, even fron their breakfast cr to exchange their food,

Managencnt of Christian Schools (1720)
Chapter II, art. 1.

Of the Alr'cner“
There will be in ecch class a boy whose duty it is to collecct
alns, that is to say, the bread to be given far the poor
during breakfast and the aofternoon collaticn,
Towards the end of breakfast and af'ternocn collation, he
will take the 'ba.sket' plo.ced in the classroon f'or this pwurpose,.
He will go along the benches from one side of the class to
. the other, in silence, and taking care never 10 ask anycne
for anything, ' ' : N
When he is gbing thrcugh the class in the performance of
this function, he will walk slowly and quietly, and will
take care never to look fixedly at any other pﬁpil.
When the offerings have all, or necarly all, becn collected,
he will first bow to the teacher and then present the basket
to hin, far distribution,. ‘
Ezch teacher will take care that the one in charge of this
of fice w:.ll be reverent and Innd tommis the poor, adbove all
.that he is not greedy a.nd that he does not give mﬁhmg to
anyone, much less take for hinself anything that is in the
basket, | - '

~idems Che II, art. 3. (uss 1706?)
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¥  Sorc of the significant steps taken by John Baptist dc La Salle.

The wholc life of the Founder of the Christian Schools was guided
ty one unfailing resclution:  ir all things, to do God's will,

To accomplish this endeavowr, he sought to discern the divine
will in all the happenings of life, in the counsels given by his
spiritual directors, without neglecting personal reflection on the

conclusions he had drawn from his studies and his experience of life,

(1) Integration with the world of the noor:

Canon de La Salle's first heroic decision was taken when his
teachers at the very outset of their enterprise, spoke to hin of
their worries ctout the future, In case of failure, La Salle would
still have his fanily wealth and his canonry. They, on the other 7
hand, would have neither werk nar resources,

Two solutions occurred to the Founder, He could either use his
personal capital to create an income for his tecchers ‘or else he could
become as poor as they were and encourage them, by his own exadple,
to endure the considerable risk'of destitution,

It hed already appeared to hin that his duties as a canon no
longer carresporded to what God desired of him: if he was to fulfill
then conscientiously, they weuld occupy too nuch of his time and leave
hin too little far the schools, Accordingly, in 1683, he renounced
his canonry. ‘ .

The following year, a harsh winter gave him the opportunity to
distribute his wealth to the poor. Seeing in this a sign from proviaénce,
he no longer hesitated: he zade the plunge into the world of the poor,

From now on, he resecbled the Brothers with whon he was living:
he hed nothing more than they did. He also reserbled the poar children
whon it was his mission to instruct. Psychologically, this identifi-
cation seened to him to be essential, a matter he often explained to
the Brothers, writing for instanceﬁ

So long as you have in your hearts a yearning for
poverty ... you will tcﬁch the hearts of these poar
children ,.. But if you do not rescoble Jesus at his
birth ... you will be neither loved nor appreciated
by the poar, (86th meditation)

It was because Christ becane nan and became poor aneng the poar
that La Salle acquired the certainty that he too had to be poor if he
was to educate the children of the poor. Such was the plan of God,

(2) Unfailing lovaltv tc the Church of Christ:
In the 17th century, Jansenists, Quietists, Gallicans were all

unscttling the winds of christizns, Janscnisn wes favouwred by the



Archbishop of Paris, by the Bishop of Boulogne, by the nain
personalitics of Marseilles who were involved with the town schools,
 La Salle was urged to take sides in these doctrinal squabbles,
At the risk of losing valued support, he refused. He was urwilling
to see his Brothers diverted from their hunble apostolate by the

" infighting of public opinion. His advice to them was to remain alodf,
to 'lcave disputes of erudition to the erudite'. What is 'of faith!
was quite complex enough without trying to explain theological
suttleties to children, o .

Rather than give his approval to the conduct of Cardinal de
Houailles, the Archbishop of Paris, who favawred the jansenists,

La Salle preferred to lose his protection and, eventually, to establish
his novitiate far from Paris, in Rouen, in the diocese of a bishop
who was loyal to the Pope's directives,

Rather than take part in ecclesiastical conferences organised
et Marseilles by the jansenists, he did not hesitate to state publicly
his opposition to the theological positions which attacked the Sovereign
Pontiff, His benefoctors who were supporting ' his schools and hod
just obtained a house for the novitiate promptly took the opnortunity
to express thecir disagreenent with hin ard to stop his maintenance.

La Salle held firn to his doctrinal position, He preferred to lose
all rather than to equivocate sbout the official teaching of the Church,

When a pérish priest in Boulogne sprcad the runour that La Salle
was an appellant to a Council agoinst the teachings of‘ the Pope, he
lost no time in putting an end to this false charge, He wrote:

From Rouen, this 28 Jonuary 1719, I do not believe that

I have given any cause ,,. for it to be said that I an

of the murber of the appellents ,.. I have too ruch respect
for our Holy Father the Pope ... It is enought for ne ‘
that the one who today occupies the Chair of St, Peter
éhould have spoken through a Bull which has been accepted
by nearly all the bishops of the world ,.., After such

an cuthentic decision of the Church, I say with St,
Avgustine thet the couse is finished .... (Blain II, 224)

In his Collection of Shart Treatises, he insists: 'Renain attached
to whet is of faith; follow the tredition of the Church; receive only
what it receives, condeun what it condenns, approve what it approves,
whether by the Councils or by the Soverrign Pontiffs; render it in all
things a proopt and perfect obedience, Let your faith be active ana
eninated by charity'. ‘

In his last will and testazent, he insists on this indefectible
loyalty to the Church which characterised hin. He recomnended his
Brothers:
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'to have o complete subnission to the Church, above all
in these troubled times ... never to separate themselves
in any woy from our Holy Father the Pope and from the
Church of Rome, remembering thot I sent two Brothers

to Rome to ask God for the grace that their society
should always be cntirely subnissive to Rome'.
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To Brother Gebriel Drolin,

Froo St. .Yon, suburb of Rouen, this 5th Decerber, 1716,

It is very nuch ageoinst ny owm wishes, ny very dear Brother,
that I have not written to you far so long, I wrote to you

several times without receiving any answer fron you., I

think this is becausc ny letters have been intercepted, cs

I know yours to ne have been,

I have had nany trying problers since‘thcn,' and I an at
resent in a house in a suburb of Rouen where the novitiate
is situated, I assure you that I have nouch tenderness and
affection for you and thot I often pray for you.

You can write to me whenever you wish, I trust that the
Brother who is now at Avignon will be faithful to send on
your letters for he is very reliable and I shall answer
yoﬁ in the same way,

For nearly ten nmonths now, I have been ill in this house
wnere I have been living far the past year.

The business of His Gface, the Archbishop of Paris is causing

. concern anong the Bishops., I do not know what they think of

it in Rore ... A . _

Let ne know, I pray you, hdw your affairs are prospering.

I was hoping to bé able to ‘send you, during these holidays,

a Brother who has been to Rome and who knows a little Italian
ard who is very reliable and a good teacher, but we have
appointed hin elsewhere, thinking that his usefulness in this
post would be of great importance,

The Brothers are preparing far a general assenbly from Ascension
to Pentccost to settle a number of natters concerning the rmdes
and the government of the Institute,

I pray you, give yowr consent to all that will be decided in
this assembly by the principal Brothers of the Sociecty.

I belicve you are still working in your schools. Let me know,

I pray you, how nany pupils there are,



Your nephew canc to sce e, saying hc wantced to becone a
Brother and that he had YHeen to seec you ard that you wcro.
going to becone a priest, ’ /s he is light-headcd I sent .
hin away to thmk it over and I have not hcard from hin since,
I an, m Our Lard,
My very dear Brother,
Devotedly yowurs,
De La Salle,
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(3) The total gift to God of his wholc life:
In 1690, a gust of discouragement blew over the society of the

Brothars of the Christian schools, Teaching was a labarious occupation,
| Some of the best ‘Eea.chers died, The traditional teaching organisatvions,
the Vriting Mastcrs, the Masters of the Little Schools were omenly
hostile, The young society found itsclf afflicted with desertimns and
discowrcgenent, Then La Salle fell ill. The Brother he had been
grooming to replace hin died. The future looked black,

In prayer, during a long rctrect in 1691, La Salle became convinced
tha.'c it was not fitting far the Brothers to have a priest at their heod,
He looked arcund for a way to resign, _With two Brothers, Gabriel Drolin
and Nicholas Vuyart, he formed a tean to govern the society, All
ippartant decisions would henceforth be taken by 'common consent!,

The criterion for the taking of decisions was the will of God ard the
good of the society of Christian Schools, ‘

The pact of association was sealed by a vow pronounced on the
feast of the Presentation of Our Lady, 21st November, 1691. It declarcd
an irrevocable will to abandon themselves to God to the end of their
days. Here is the esgential part of this adnirable statement:

'Most Holy Trinity, ... we conseérate ourselves to you, to procure,

with our every power and our every care, the establishnent of

the society of the Christian Schools in the manner which will
be nost a.g‘eeablé to you and post adventageous to the said
socicty. '

And, to this effect, I John Baptist de La Salle, priest, I

Nicholas Vuyart, and I Gebriel Drolin ... from ndw ard far

ever, until the laost one living, o« until the cooplete

establishnent of the said society, do vow to remain in
association and in unkon to secure and to uphold the said
establishnent .., even though ... we would be obliged to

beg and to live on bread alone!,

Because the structurcs of the new congreg tion were not yet

settled, because the Brothers refused to have any other superiar than
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La Salle, bccause the bishops weuld hardly allow a pricst to shore
his authority with. two lzynen like Drolin and Vuyart, this vow remained
a secrct, But La Salle never forgot it., Twenty six yeer later, in
1717, when he wzs preparihg the gencral assenmbly of the Brothers, he
recalled it to Brother Gabricl, then for away in Rome, He zsked hin
to g:we Mis dssontho the decisioms which woulcl be tzken ty the
Brothers at th:.s assecbly,

This scme attitude is to be fourd in the nersonal Rule of Life
left us by La Salle., In it he sets out in detail the means to be
taken to discover what could be 'most cgreeable to God', He writes:
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A goad rule of conduct is not to moke any bdistinction betreen
the offairs proper to one's sizte :.n life and the offair of
cne's salvation and perfection, and to be assured that there
is no better woy to seek salvation, and that one will never
acquire mere perfection, thzn by fulfilling one's occupational
duties provided that they cre accouplished with a view to
-the Will of God, Ome oust always try to have that in view,
ees I shall always look upon the work of my salvation and
the establishment and mancgenment of our comnunity as the
weark of God; that is why I shall abandon the establishment
and the care of it to hin, so tha£ whatever I do for it
shall be done only by his ocrders; and I shall consult hin
f‘requently on every patter I have to do, either for the one
i for thé Sther,

It is a good rule not so tuch to warry sbout lnowing whé_.t
should be done os to do perfectly what one knows. '
Every norniné I shall set aside a quorter of an hour to
faresee the things I have to do crd disvpose oyself l
accardingly; the occasicns of fa11 I nay have in arder to
preserve oyself from then; and I shall take the necess‘_ry
peasures for the conduct of 7y day ...
I shall be careful to raise oy heart to God whencvef I begin
an action; ond whatever I undertake, I shall be careful not
to act until after this vrayer. |
The Rulc of the Coorunity is that one should not enter the
house ar any room without praying ard renewing one's
attention to God; I shall take care not to fail in this
point,

(Bules I have taken on nysélf, quoted by Balin, II, pp 318-9)
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(4) A life-long comnitrent to the Brothers:
In 1694, La Salle comnitted himsclf publicly with twelve Brothers -
to keep 'together and by association free schools'! ar 'to do in the
said society anything at which he would be cnployed by the body of

the society ar by its superiors?,

As superior, he once nore showed thot he would not avoid any of
the obligations inposed on the Brothers, Like them, he took the vow
of obedience and bound hinself far his whole life. |

The Brothers would renmind him of this when the oceasion orose,
in 170, La Salle had - lef't Paris because he was being harassed by
several perticulerly unfair lawsuits., There was even the danger of
his being arrested, Above 211, he felt that he had become a hindrance
to the developnent of the Brothers of the Christian Schools in the
city of Paris: the Archbishop had forbidden him to train any nore
teachers, the Precentoar of the diccese was siding with the “riting
Mosters; the parish priest of St. Sulpice was trying to clain full
autharity over the Brothers teaching in his schools., For all - except
far the Brothers - La Salle appeared a nuisance,

' So the Founder withdrew, hoping by this means to take the edge
off the worst resentoents., There was another reason: he wanted a
Brother to get_uséd to governing the society in his absence and so
to be reaay to succeed hip, But, cxice he was gone, everything began
to fall apart., No one knew what to do next, Outsiders begen to
neddle with reforming the rules arnd arganisation of the Society, The
novices lef't, . '

Paced with disaster, the directors of the principal communities
net, Together they drew up a kind of summons reminding their Founder
of the tarns of his vow of 16%. He must return, He must direct the
cangregation, It was to hin that God was giving the enlightennment
that was needed. For the moment, no cne could replace him; _Here are
the terns of this letter: ' |

Our very dear Pather,

We, the principal Brothers of the Christian Schools, hoving

in nind the grecter glary of God, the grecter good of the

Church and of our society, recognisc that it is of the utnost

iopartance that you should resume ... the overall dircetion

of this holy wark of God which is elso yours ..., 7e are cll

canvinced that God ... gives you the necessary grace and the

talents to give good government to this new company ...

That is why, Sir, we beg you hucbly and we order you in the

nome and an behalf of the body of the society to which you

have pronised o’bediencc; to take charge imnedié.teiy of the

overall governnent of our socicty ...'
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La Salle rcceived the letter at Grencble. He hesitated, for he
had sound rcasons for his departure. He took advice, But his
irrevocable commitment obliged him to agree to his Brothers' rcquest.,
He returned to Paris, faithful to the vos he had taken with them to
renain united with them for 'the whole of his life’,

. We find this spirit of sbandonment to God and of humble consensus
with his Brothers in La Salle's last wordé. On his death bed, he still
found s’créngth to say: ‘

'T adorc in all things God's handling of my life!’.
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