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Foreword

It is a great pleasure to present to the English-speaking world a new
and expanded translation of John Baptist de La Salle’s monumental
contribution to the history of pedagogy, Conduite des Écoles chréti-
ennes. The Conduite originally appeared in manuscript form in 1706,
and De La Salle revised it constantly, in consultation with the Brothers.
The first printed edition was published posthumously in 1720.

The present publication is an expansion and modification of the
1935 translation by F. de La Fontainerie of that 1720 edition. That
translation has been revised here and is supplemented in the appen-
dices with translations by Richard Arnandez of material heretofore un-
available in English. All of this material is introduced in a new, clear,
and insightful Introduction by Brother Edward Everett.

The main body of the text is the translation of the 1720 Edition of
the Conduite as it appears in Cahiers lasalliens 1 24 (CL 24). It includes
the cover letter by Brother Timothée, the Second Superior General of
the Brothers of the Christian Schools, the Preface, Part One of the Con-
duite, “School Practices and the Manner in Which They Are to Be Car-
ried Out,” and Part Two, “Means of Establishing and Maintaining Order
in the Schools.”

Appendix A is Part Three, “Duties of the Inspector of Schools.” This
is a translation of the 1706 Manuscript of the Conduite and can be found
in CL 24:249–290. Appendix B is a compilation of passages from the
1706 Manuscript which were included neither in the 1720 printed edition
nor in the 1935 de La Fontainerie edition. Most of Appendix B can be
found in CL 24:231–248. Throughout Appendix B the reader is provided
with the page references in CL 24 on which the passages can be found.

This material is provided here to show the reader the more sig-
nificant changes in the text made between 1706 and 1720 by De La
Salle and the first Brothers. What is provided here is only a flavor.
Someone would have to compare the two French texts to make a
more thorough analysis.

1. Notes for each chapter begin on page 272.
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Appendix C was not written by De La Salle. Unfortunately we no
longer have an original copy of “The Training of New Teachers,”
which was originally included in the Third Part of the Conduite.

Appendix C presents the translation of a document which is found
in the Departmental Archives of Vaucluse (Avignon). It is classified un-
der the heading, “Brothers of the Christian Schools of Avignon”
(H.1.2.3). It is a simple copybook with no cover, measures about 46 by
36 centimeters and contains 24 pages and a few additional lines. The
first page carries the title “The Training of New Teachers.” The entire
manuscript is in good eighteenth-century calligraphy. 

A copy of this document was made in Avignon in August–Septem-
ber of 1931 by Brother Donat-Charles, Archivist of the Institute of the
Brothers of the Christian Schools. In addition to the method of “Training
New Teachers,” this document includes the “Manual of the Prefect of the
Boarding Students,” and a listing of the “Various Types of Community
Houses in This Institute.” Neither is found in the original Conduite. This
is a translation of the document as found on pages 305–319 of the 1951
French édition critique of the Conduite by Brother Anselme D’Haese.

At points, the editing of the present text proved to be a rather
complicated process. A serious attempt was made to provide a clean,
clear, and simplified text. While the Editor has adhered faithfully to
the original document, it was occasionally necessary to recast whole
sentences. In some places, the cross-references of the text were made
much more explicit. Where possible, every effort was made to use in-
clusive language. Unfortunately, this sometimes led to some additional
awkwardness and some necessary repetition; but, hopefully, readers
will keep in mind that this is an eighteenth-century text.

The English title of the work has been the subject of much con-
troversy among editors and readers. Some argued in favor of retaining
“The Conduct of Schools.” Others thought that “The Management of
Schools” was a more appropriate and timely title; however, a study of
the uses of the word conduire, a word so important and rich in the
writings of De La Salle, led this Editor to favor The Conduct of the
Christian Schools as the title for this edition.

My fervent wish is that this new edition of Conduite des Écoles
chrétiennes might help sustain the enthusiasm so obvious these days in
recapturing the great vision of the Christian school and teacher in the
Christian school embodied in the writings of John Baptist de La Salle.

WILLIAM MANN, FSC
Rome, Casa Generalizia

December 1995
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