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Introduction

In the Collection' and also in the explanation of the Method of Interior Prayer,' John
Baptist de La Salle propo ses a method for personal and interior prayer. The method,
however, should not be mistaken with the prayer itself. Neither should one mistake personal
and interior prayer for the whole of one's relationship with God. De La Salle's method was
proposed as a way of entering into eonversation with God, the kind of conversation which
is capable of illuminating and transforming the whole of one's life. It was for this end that
De La Salle developed three series of Meditations' to help his teacher disciples enter more
easily into the daily pract ice of this conversation.
For De La Salle , there is ultimately no distinction to be made between the quest for
closer intimacy with God in prayer, on the one hand, and the du ties of one's empl oymen t as
a Christian educator, on the other. The two are clearly and indissolubly linked in the
ministry of Christian education. Since you are entrusted with the instruction of others, you
should endeavor to become competent in the art of speaking to God, about God, and f or
God: but rest assured that you will never be able to speak to your students in such a way as
to win them to God, until you yourself have learned to speak to God and about God ,'
The kind of person al and interior prayer recommended by De La Salle really requires
that one be immersed in the scriptures . This process invol ves the kind of dynam ic that
happens in making f riends with anyone . You have to spend time together; talk together, listen
to each other, and get to know each other. ' And the scriptures present us with a privileged
oppo rtunity to spend this kind of time with God.
Over and over again in the Med itationsfor Sundays and Med itationsfor Feasts, De
La Salle begins with explicit references to gospel texts. The Meditations f or the Time of
Retreat reflect a profound assimilation of the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
as it can be discovered in the writings of SI. Paul. It is God that we strive to know by
spiritual reading and by interior prayer so that we might be better able to make Him known
and to make Him loved by all those to whom we have made Him known.'
As De La Salle became aware, by God's grace, of the human and spiritua l needs of
the artisans and the poor, he devoted himself to forming educators totally dedica ted to
teaching and to Christian educat ion. God's Spirit breathes life into the world. The Holy
Spirit, in every generation, continues to confide to teachers a special role in the Chris tian and

I
Joh n Baptist de La Salle, Collection of Various Short Treatises, translated hy William J. Battersby
and ed ited by Danie l Burke (Landover, MD: Lasallian Publications, 199 3).
z John Baptist de La Salle, The Explanation of the Method of Interior Prayer. translated and edited
by Dona ld Mou ton (Landover, MD: Lasallian Publ ications, 1995).
, John Baptist de La Salle, Meditations fo r Sundays. Feasts, and Retreat, translated by Richa rd
Arnandez and Augustine Loes (Landover, MD: Lasallian Publications, 1994).
, Dc La Salle, Meditations, N" 64.2.
50
Parker J. Palmer, To Know as We Are Known: Educati on as a Spiritual Journey (San Francisco :
Harper Collins Publishers, 1983. 1993), p. 101.
• De La Salle, Meditations, N" 41.3 .
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human formation of the young and, through them, continues to enable students to welcome
Jesus into the deepest aspirations of the human heart as Good News.
Personal and interior prayer is not the privatized activity of an isolated Christian.
Prayer is a time when we can still ourselves enough to begin to f eel our natural
connectedness to each other and the world.' The acquisition of the habit of personal and
interio r prayer will be out of the question for anyone who does not try to cultivate
comp assion for others.' In prayer, the Spirit unites the one who prays with the whole of the
Church gathered around Jesus in need and prayer. It is, therefore, really prayer with the
Church; furthermore, it is, for De La Salle, prayer normally made in a Church."

Renewal of Lasallian Prayer
The Brothers of the Christian Schools have designated 1995 as a year devoted
especially to the renewal of personal and interior prayer.'" This small book, therefore, is
intended for those Christian educators interested in making a journey of personal reflection
and prayerful contemplation with the Christian scriptures according to the tradition of John
Baptist de La Salle. Such an undertaking presumes a certain willingness to concern oneself
with what is happening in the world and not distance oneself from the social context in
which one is situated . The method proposed requires about thirty minutes a day.
It will also require that you put aside your busyness and external clutter for a little
while and that you try to free yourself from some of your inward noise and internal static. It
requires some solitude , some silence. For, after all, personal and interior prayer is a way of
entering into silence so deeply that we can hear the whole world 's speech, a way of entering
into solitude so deeply that we can feel the whole world's connections. In prayer we touch
that transcendent Spirit f rom whom all things arise and to whom all things return, who
makes all things kindred as they go."

First Movement: In the Presence of the Living God
Each of the thirty-five succeeding Prayer Meditations begins by inviting you to
enter into a more conscious awareness of the presence of God. We walk in God's world.
The Trinity is immanently present. Our God is neither distant nor indifferent. Rather, God,
present in the world, desires that all of us come to the knowledge of God Himself and of all
that He has willed to reveal to us through Jesus Christ, through His apostles, and through

, Palmer, p. 80.
• Thomas Merton, New Seeds of Contemplation (Ncw York: New Directions Books, t972 ), p. 77.
• Much of this introductory section has been taken and adapted from Jean-Lo uis Schneider,
Ministre de l 'Education Chreti enne: Un chemin spirituel m'ec Jean-Baptiste de U J Salle (Rome: Centro'
Internazionale Lasalliano, 1994), pp. 1-2.
" Brothers of the Christian Schools, Circula r 435: 4211d General Chapter (Rome: Brothers of the
Christian Schools. (993), p. 56.
II Palmer, p. 124 .
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His Church." However, there are many other realities in each of our lives that compete for
our attention and distract us from awareness of this presence.
Where is God most presen t to you? Is it in the quiet of your heart ? Is it in your
relationsh ips? Is it in ministry ? Perhaps God is particularly present to you in the beauty of
nature or under the rags of the poor who wander in the streets. For some, it is the presence
of God in the Eucharist which attracts. Take the time to recall God 's presence, and then
spend some minutes in its conscious awareness . Spend as much quiet time, as possible. in
this way.
Who am I to be in God's presence? Who is this in whose presence I find myself?
Implore Him: Lord, do not pass me by, do not leave until I am aware that you have come.
Lord, keep knocking at my door; knock again and again until I open to you. This is the
attitude of an open person. One whole being is a "yes" to God in silence. IJ

s

God wills a union of our mind and heart with that of Jesus who came to do the
Father's will. I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly." The wonderful
news is that God invites me to share, as His son [or daughter], in His own care for my
brothers [and sisters]."
Ask God presen t to you to help you to be more aware of this will, to be more open
to it, to be one in mind and heart with what God wants most to do in the world throu gh you.
Doing your will, 0 God, is delightful!"
And so, in the first movement of the method of personal and interior prayer
proposed here, you are invited to spend some time consi dering the divine w ill. Remember
that God 's will is certainly fo und in anything thai is required of us in order that we may be
united with one another in love." Ask God to help you to understand where God is leading
you through and in the midst of the co ncrete experiences of your everyday ministry.

Second Movement: Living the Mystery of Christ
The second mo veme nt of our method of perso nal and interior prayer is the invitation
to contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World, and particu larly in your
own life. This will normally be the mai n body of your time in praye r, and the Jesus of the
gospels will be at the heart of this movem ent.
De La Salle suggests that we contemplate Jesus Christ in the gospels so that, by the
example of His life and teachings, we might be gradua lly transformed to be more like Him.

" De La Salle, Meditations , N" t 93.1 ; cf. I Tim 2:4.
II Quoted from Ladislaus Boros, On Christian Prayer, in Alvaro Rodrigue z, Metoda de Oracidn,
para cOIll'ersar COil Dios, segtin Sail Juan Bautista de In Satle (G uatemala, 1982), p. II .
" In 10: 10.
" Merton, p. 18.
" Ps 40 :8.
17
Merton. p. 76.
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How are you participating in the Mystery of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
in you r daily efforts to reach and touch the lives of the people with whom you minister?
This is, above all, really a matter of identity and re-birth in Christ. And the life I live now
is not my own; Christ is living ill me. Of course, I still live my human life, but it is a life of
faith ill the SOil of God. who loved me and gave Himselff or me."
Jesus gives us all example of how human beings call live transcendentally by a love
of self-emptying sacrifice all behalf of others. He lives for others. His focus is to bring
fulln ess especially to the poor. the sick. the outcasts of society, the oppressed and the
discriminate d against, the criminals and the sinners. This is the way we should love. This
is how we see the glory of God shining through us. God looks like Jesus! We will be like
God if we live like Jesus!"
Do not rush this stage. Spend time with the suggested passages. Read them over a
few times. Pay special attention to the words or phrases that catch your attention. Listen to
what is being said and to the one who is saying it. Be quiet. Go slowly. Look at your life.
See how your life compares with the life of Jesus. Allow God to speak to your heart . Enter
into the Mystery of God's merciful goodness. Contemplate this God of Love at Work in
Your Own Life. Be attentive to all that stirs within you.
Several questions will be provided to assist you in this reflection. However, the
questions and inspirations stirring within you are, by far, more important to this conversation
with the living God.

Third Movement; Empowered by the Spirit
Finally, we arrive at the third movem ent, or the conclusion, of the prayer period.
This will normally take j ust a few minutes. Quickly remember what has happened during
the prayer period. What feelings animated you? What were your principal reflections?
As you corne to the end of your prayer time, you are asked to make a reso lution to
be more open to the work of the Spirit who is in you and trying to work through you for
others . Embrace the graced texture of your own life story. Reflect on where God's Spirit
seems to be breaking into your life and draw ing you to sacrifice yourself that others might
have a fuller life. Wha t is it that is helping you to live each day with authenticity and
holiness? Follow the Spirit 's lead," Accept the new life that God is trying to give you today.
Take the time to express the love and admiration you have for God . Thank the
Father, Jesus, and the Spirit for the graces received during the prayer period, as well as for
the sentiments and feelings that have been experienced. Offer yourself agai n to God with
Christ, with all the activities and efforts that the day will bring ."

" Gal 2:20.
19 George A. Maloney, Entering 1",0 the Hea rt of Jesus:
Meditations on the Indwelling Trinity in
St. John's Gospel (New York : Alba House, 1988). p. 19.
zc Gal 5:25 .
21
A number of ideas. like this one, which are found at different points throughout this introduction
have been taken from the boo klet by Alvaro Rodrig uez , already cited abo ve.
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Always with the Needs of Real People in Mind
Interspersed among the Prayer Meditations will be found a series of short readin gs.
Each reflects a genuine concern for the human and spiritual needs of the people of today's
world . Each is an invitation to examine, in openness to the Spirit who breathes life into the
world, the social context in which one is situated. Together with the Prayer Meditations, it
is hoped that these reading s will assist you to converse with God about your ministry as a
Christian educat or.
Look around our world with the eyes of faith. Listen in hope to the cries of all of
those who wait. Respond in love and zeal, humbled by this opportunity which is ours to
share in the renewal and re-creation of the face of the earth as the ambassadors and
ministe rs of Jesus Christ."

" Dc La Salle, Meditations. N" 195.2; cf. 2 Cor 5:20.
9

A Good Shepherd
Consider Jesus Christ as the Good Shepherd of the gospel seeking the lost sheep,
placing it upon His shoulde rs, and bringin g it back to the f old. Since yo u are taking
His place, look upon yourself as obliged to do the same thing (Med itation , N' 196.1).

First Movement
1.

Take a few minutes to quiet yourself and to call to mind that God is present
in the poverty and need of those with whom you work.
Recognize Jesus beneath the raggedness and po verty of those you
have to teach. Adore Him in their person (M ed itation, N' 96.3).

2.

Ask that God might help you to understand better what God 's will is for you.
I have come not to do my own will, but the will of the one who sent
me, which is that I should lose nothing of all that has been given me
(I n 6:38-39).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the following scripture passages a few times slowly. Wh at words or
phrases especially catch your attention? Listen to what is being said; watch
what happen s; try to become part of the Mystery ; lovingly contemplate Jesus
Christ, the Good Shepherd of the gospel, and your relationship with Him .
• I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. I am the good
shepherd. The good shephe rd lays down his life fo r the sheep. The one who
is a hirelin g and not a sheph erd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. He flees because he is a hireling and cares nothing for the
sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my own and min e know me, as the
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay do wn my life fo r the sheep
(In 10:10- 15).
• What do you think ? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has
gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in
search of the one that went astray? And if he fi nds it, truly, I say to you, he
rejoices over it more than ove r the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it
is not the will ofmy heavenly Fath er that one of these little ones shou ld perish
(Mt 18: 12-14 ).
• Jesus unfolded the scroll and read: The Spi rit of the Lord is upon me,
because He has anointed me to preach the good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sigh t to the
blind, and to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to p roclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord (L k 4: 17-19).
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The Vine & the Branches
I am the vine; you are the branches (In 15:5).

First Movement
I.

Remembering that the Spirit of God dwells within you, take a few minutes to
quiet yourself and call to mind this presence of God.

The Spirit of God dwells in you (Rm 8:9).
2.

Ask that God might bring your will and what you want into better harmony
with the will of God and what God wants for you.

I delight to do your will, 0 God; your law is within my heart (Ps
40:8).

Second Movement
3.

Contempl ate the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in the World
Read the followin g passage slowly. What words or phrases especially catch
your attention? Listen to what is being said; try to become part of the
Mystery; lovingly contemplate Jesus Christ as the vine, and you r relationship
with Christ.

• All your carefor those entrusted to you would be useless if Jesus Christ did
not give the power, the quality, and the energy that is needed to render your
care useful. "As the branch cannot bear f ruit of itself, " says our Lord,
"unless it remains attached to the vine, so neither can you bear frui t. if you
do not remain in me. This will be the glory of my Father, that you bear much
fruit and become my disciples. "
What Jesus Christ says to His apostles He also says to you, that you
may understand that all the good you are able to do in your work f or those
entrusted to you will be true and effective ani)' insofar as Jesus Christ gives
it His blessing and as you remain united with Him. It is the same f or you as
it is fo r a branch. It can bear f ruit only if it remains attached to the vine and
draws its sap and strength from the vine. This is the source of all the
goodness of the f ruit.
Jesus Christ wants you to understand f rom this comparison that the
more your work is energized by Him, the more it will produce good in your
disciples. This is why you must ask Him earnestly that all your ministry be
energized by His Spirit and draw all its power fr om Him. Just as He is the
one who gives light to everyone coming into the world, He also gives light to
the spirit of your disciples and leads them to love and to practice the good
that you teach them (Meditation, N° 195.3).
12

4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
For whom are you a shepherd? Who are those that God has entrusted to you?
Where is God inviting you to challenge the darkness of ignorance? Where is
God sending you to set free those imprisoned by self-doubt.to be a
compassionate presence leading back those who are alienated and spiritually
abandoned ...the losl...those cut off from the Truth in a world where, more and
more, religion is perceived as something foreign or superfluous?
God so loved the world that Jesus was sent to bring us home. Are you open
to the possibility that the same God so loves the poor...the abandoned...those
without good news in their lives that you are being invited to seek them out
and help bring them home ?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
If you chose to allow this scripture to come alive in you now, what would you
have to change in your life? What are the obstacles to this change?
Where is the Spirit drawi ng you to sacrifice yourself today that others may
have life?

II

4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Who or what is bringing life and light to your life at the present time? Where
are you being re-energized? From where do you draw your strength?
What do you do to remain more closely united with Christ?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Work of the Spirit in and through You Today
Where has God been wanting to meet you? Where have you been being
called to convers ion and change? What is hindering that transformation?
How has God been trying to give you new life, so that through you others
might have a fuller life?

13

The Sower & the Seed
You have been destined by God to cultivate these youn g plants (Meditation , W 193.3).

First Movement

1.

Take a few minutes to recollect yourself and call to mind the presen ce of God
in all of the natural beauty of creation which surrounds you.
The glory of Yahweh fills the whole earth (Nurn 14:21).

2.

Ask that God might help you to be one with the will of God for His creation .
Many are the plans in one's mind, but it is the purpose of Yahweh that
will be established (Pr 19:21).

Second Movement

3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the followin g scripture passage slowly. What words or phrases
especially catch your attention? Listen to what is being said ; watch what
happens ; try to become part of the Mystery; lovingly contemplate Jesus Christ
as He sows new seeds of life in the world and in your own life.
• One day a farm er went out sowing. Part of what was sown landed on the
footpath . where birds came and ate it up. Part of it f ell on rocky ground.
where it had little soil. It sprouted at once since the soil had no depth; but
when the sun rose and scorched it, it bega n to wither f or lack of roots. Again.
part of the seed fe ll among thorns, which grew up and choked it. Part of it
fin ally landed on good soil and yielded grain a 100 or 60 or 30 fold. Let
everyone heed what is heard!
Ma rk well then the parable of the sower. The seed along the path is
the one who hears the message about God's reign without understanding it.
The evil one approaches and steals away that which was sown in that one s
mind. The seed that fell on patches of rock is the one who hears the message
and. at first. receives it with joy. But that one has 110 roots; so it lasts fo r only
a time. When some setback or persecution concerning the message occurs.
that one soon fa lters. What was sown among the briers is tha t which is
heard, but then worldly anxiety or the lure of money chok e it off. Such a one
produces no yield. But what was sown on good soil is that one who hears the
message and takes it in. This is the one who bears a yield of 100 or 60 or 30
fold (Mt 13:3-9, 18-23).

4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Allow the following passages to shed some light on difficulties you might be
experiencing with some of those with whom you are working.
14

• The young people sent to you either have no instruction or have learned
things badly. If perchance some have been taught properly, bad companions
and bad habits have prevented them from profiting thereby. God sends them
to you, therefore, that you may instill in them the Christian spirit, and bring
them up in accordance with the teaching of the gospel" (Meditation, N° 37.2).
• Consider that it is only too common for the children of the working class
and the poor to be allowed to live on their own, roaming all over...The results
of this condition are regrettable. These unfortunate children ..., through
association with bad companions, learn to commit many faults which, having
been contracted over a long period of time, are difficult to stop (Meditation ,
N° 194.1).
• You have two kinds of children to instruct: those who are idlers and
inclined to misbeha vior and those who are good or who, at least, have a
tendency to good. Pray continually for both...and more especially for those
who are prone to misbehaving (Meditation, W 186.3).
Do these passages relate to the ministry you are doing?
Are there perhaps some students for whom you would like to spend some
moments now in prayer?
What will help you to be better able to cultivate these young plants that God
has entrusted to your care?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Work of the Spirit in and through You Today
If you chose to allow this scripture to come alive in you now, what would you
have to change in your life? What are the obstacles to this change?

Where is the Spirit drawing you to sacrifice yourself today that others may
have life?

i5

A Healer
You who are teachers have the responsibility to use every possible means to bring
those under your guidance into that liberty of the children of God which Jesus Christ
obtained by dying f or us (Meditation, N" 203.2).
First Movement

1.

Take a few minutes to recollect yourself and call to mind God 's prese nce in
the people whom you instruct.

The faith which animates you should lead you to respect Jesus Christ
in their persons (Meditation, N° 80.3 ).
2.

Ask God to help you to truly want in life what God wants.

He is able, by the power at work within us, to do far more than we
could ever ask or think (Eph 3:20).
Second Movement
3.

Con template the Mystery of Go d's Love at Work in the World
Read the fo llowing scripture passages slowly. What words or phrases
especially catch your attention? Listen to what is being said; watch what
happens; try to become part of the Mystery; lovi ngly contemplate Jesus
Christ, Healer, and your relationship with Chri st.

• Jesus went on f rom there and passed along the Sea of Galilee. And He
went up on the mountain, and sat down there. And great crowds came to
Him, bringing with them the crippled, the maimed, the blind, the dumb, and
many others, and they put them at His fe et, and He healed them, so that the
throng wondered, when they saw the dumb speaking, the maimed whole, the
crippled walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel
(Mt 15:29-3 1).

• And they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee. And as He stepped alit on land, there met Him a man f rom the city
who had demons; for a long time he had wom no clothes, and he lived not in
a house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fe ll down
bef ore Him, and said with a loud voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? I beseech you, do not torment me. " For He had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man...Jesus then asked him,
"What is your name?" And he said, "Legion, " for many demons had entered
him (Lk 8:26-30).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Who are the people coming to you to be formed? to be re-formed? Who are
those who come to you looking for help ? What is their need?
16

What hungers and thirsts would need to be satisfied to heal the brokenness in
the society in wh ich you live?
In what way are you yourself blind and crippled, hindered from being all that
God wants you to be in Chr ist, and so also in need of healing?
Do you believe that it is a miracle to help young people grow in the
awaren ess that they are both loved by God and good? Could it be that it is a
miracle to help a person grow in self-know ledge , self-discipline, and selfworth ?
Where in our world is Jesus most needed as heale r? as savior? as peace maker? as life-giver?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Ope n to the Work of the Spirit in and through You Today
If you chose to allow this scripture to come alive in you now, what would you
have to cha nge in your life? What are the obstacles to this change?
Where is the Spirit drawing you to sacrifice yourself today that others may
have life?

17
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Ambassadors & Ministers
So we are ambassadors and ministers fo r Christ, God making an appeal through us
(2 Cor 5:20).

First Movement
I.

Take a few minutes to recollect yourself and recall that God is always present
wherever we are.
There is already among you one whom you do not know On 1:26).

2.

Ask God to help you better understand and want the same things in life that
God wants.
As you did send me into the world. so I have sell/ them into the
world...that they /lUIY all be one; even as yOlI are in me, and I am in
you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that
you sent me (In 17:18-21).

Second Movement
3.

Contemp late the Mystery of God' s Love at Work in the World
Read the following passage. What words or phras es espec ially catch your
attention ? Listen to what is being said; try to enter into the Mystery; lovingly
contemplate Jesus Christ and the relationship of trust that Christ has
established with you.
• Since you are ambassadors and ministers of Jesus Christ in the work that
you do, you must act as representing Jesus Christ Himself. He wants your
disciples to see Him in you and receive your teaching as if He were teaching
them. They must be convinced that the truth of Jesus Christ comes from your
mouth, that it is only in His name that you teach, that He has given you
authority over them.
They are a letter which Christ dictates to you, which you write each
day in their hearts , not with ink, but by the Spirit of the living God. For the
Spirit acts in you and by you through the power ofJesus Christ. He helps you
overcome all the obstacles to their salvation, enlightening them in the person
of Jesus Christ and helping them avoid all [hat could be displeasing to Him.
In order to f ulfill your responsibility with as much perfection and care
as God requires of you, frequently give yourself to the Spirit of Our Lord to
act only under His influence and not through any self-seeking. This Holy
Spirit. then. will fill your students with Himself. and they will be able to
possess fully the Christian spirit (Meditation, N' 195.2).
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4.

Reflect on the Myste ry of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Are you good news in the lives of the people with whom you work ? Do you
help them realize the tremendous dignity they have received because of
Christ's life- saving and life-giving action?
Are you willing to allow God to become flesh in you and , through you, to
touch the lives of your students?
What role does Jesus have in your life? How does His presence and meaning
in your life affect your students?
Do you often, by reading the gospels, spend time with Jesus? Do you
yourself understand His word and live according to His teachings?
Who are those far from the promises of the covenant to whom you have been
sent with the message of God's unconditional love?
Are you confident that the God who has begun this good work in you (Phil
I:6) can bring it to compl etion? Is this what you hope for?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Work of the Spirit in and through You Today
Take a few minutes and express your gratitude for the goodn ess of God in
having chosen and sent you as His envoy among the young.
Ask God for the help you need to be effective and faithful in this ministry
which has been entrusted to you .
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True Cooperators with Jesus Christ

by
William Mann, FSC"

Almost a year ago now as Hurricane Hugo was headin g up the east coast of the
United States, at the novitiate in Central New York tremend ous winds preceded the storm ;
and I remember sitting in our glass-walled chapel on that particular Friday morning looking
out at the white caps on the lake and at the leaves being torn from the surrounding trees.
One of the novices was unsuccessfu lly attempting to secure our boat whic h was being pulled
away from the shore, and so two of us went down and out into the water to help. All three
of us workin g together were barely able to bring the boat to shore.
As I reflected later that morning on the experien ce, it suggested to me the image of
so many parents today caught in the stormy cond itions of our present social and cu ltural
reality - parents finding their children being pulled away - and increasingly unable to
bring their sons and daughters back to shore - parents being overw helmed and children in
danger of being lost - parents in need of someone willing to accompany the m into the
turbulence - someone willing to assist them in the Chris tian guida nce and formation of
their children.
What also struck me on that particular Friday morning in Skaneateles was that the
boat wasn' t doing anything wrong; the boat was only doing what a boat does in a storm; and
I believe the same can be said about the young people with whom we wo rk today. Their
behavior is most often an understandable response to the tremendous social and cultural
upheaval of these final days of the twentieth century.
Far too many of these young people find themselves tossed abou t in a society replete
with a tremendous cultural diversity and an unfortunate moral ambiguity and co nfusio n. Too
many are consumed by their own material ism and pursuit of instant gratification . For many,
a tremendo us peer group stress, rampant substance abuse, chronic low self-esteem, and
poverty of love and affection are a daily reality. Many find themselves without sufficient or
appropriate role models. Unfortunately, the time and energy of so many parents, an
increasing number of whom are single, is dom inated by the task of meeting the material
support of their families; and so once again, as in the time of our Founder, we sec parents in
urgent need of our support and assistance.
Within this contex t, I suggest we hear again today the exhortation of John Baptist de
La Salle to understand ourselve s as one with Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd of the gospel,
who goes in search of the lost sheep to bring it back to the fold." In the real "poverty" and

" Th is art icle is a slightly adapted version o f a homily given on 13 Au gust 1990 at the Second
Regional Convocation of the USAfToronto Region o f the De La Salle C hristian Brothers . It appeared in
Lasatliana . 20- 18-D-52.
" De La Salle. Meditations, N" 196.1.
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"abandonment" of North American youth today, we glimpse the awesome responsibility of
our mission as true cooperators with Jesus Christ for the salvation of children."
For God so loved our world that, when we were in danger of being lost, God sent the
beloved son Jesus Christ to bring us home." De La Salle believed that God so loves these
children that the Holy Spirit raised up our family in the Church and sent us out among them
to help bring them home." I believe that, in the deepest center of so many individual
teachers today and in the heart of an aging and much humbled Institute of the Brothers of
the Christian Schools, this same Holy Spirit continues to cry out and pray: Father, bring me
home" - a Spirit which cries out in the abandonment and needs of young people and their
parents today - cries out among the too often fatherless urban poor, whose cham pions we
once were - cries out from among an upwardly mobile middle class youth, so often lacking
affection and spiritually abandoned by parents who know of God but too often don't know
God - a Holy Spirit who cries out and prays to us from the depth of their need: Bring me
horne."
I suggest to you that, with the prophet Jeremiah , the Institute of the Brothers of the
Christian Schools has in recent history - as its numbers have dropped by more than half
and the entrance of new candidates has, in numerous countries, slowed to a trickle - been
invited with Jeremiah to the potter's shed. "And so I [Jeremiah ] went down to the potter's
house, and there he was working at the wheel. And whenever the vessel he was making
came out wrong, as happens with the clay handled by potters, he would start afresh and work
it into another vessel, as potters do.''"
Can we any longer afford to doubt that it really is God who is acting decisively in
the circumstances in which we find ourselves to recall and reclaim the Institute and the
whole of the Lasallian educati onal venture to a more honest and authentic living of our own
unique identity in the Church ? In a world where teaching religion is like teaching a foreign
language, the catechetical evangelizati on and re-format ion of poor and abandoned youth in
the lived love of God is our principal ministry. And yet, how many of us really believe the
words of the Declaration that this world in which we live has more need than ever, even at
the center of humani ty's temporal pursuits, for a witness given by a people who know and
love God as a living being?" How many of us are really willing to pay the price , re-establi sh
the priority, and allow Jesus Christ to be so wholly alive in us that everything we do gives
unambiguous and irrefutable witness on behalf of the gospe l...that who we are becomes a
clear invitation to the people with whom we work to leave behind the glamour of worldliness
and enter more fully into the glory of God's children? How many of us are willing to stand
together and pray: Your kingdom come...your will be done here on earth...in my life and for
these children?

as Dc La Salle, Meditations. W 196. 1.
" Jn 3:16 and Rom 5:1- 11.
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De La Salle, Meditations, W 193.3.
" Gal 4:6.
as Dc La Salle, Meditations, N' 37.
" Jer 18:1-8.
u The Brother of the Christian Schools in the World Today: A Declaration, N' 11.4 (Rome: Th irtyninth General Chapter, 1967 ).
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Each time that we gather for the Eucharist , we baptized Christians, stand around the
table of eucharistic remembrance and pray with Jesus: Father, I remain committed - not
my will but you rs." By our vocation as Chris tian educators within the Lasallian trad ition,
we are those who stand with John Baptist de La Salle and consecrate our lives to procure
God's glory - the salvation of children - as far as we are ab le, withou t counting the cos t,
and in the manner required of us because we have the confidence that the work we do is
truly God 's holy work.
This is the time, then, to re-eommit ourselves to the Christian and human education
of youth, confident that , not alone, we are surrou nded " by our beloved Founder, by the
young people for whom and with whom we toil, by the parents of our students and all of our
Lasallian colleagues all around the world, and by the very real and human brothers and
sisters with whom we work every day, all of us impelled by that mighty energy of Christ's
which is so powerfu l a force within us."

" MI 26:39.
n Heb 12:1.
.. Col 1:29.
23

Fathers & Mothers
God hon ored you when...you were made the guides and guardians of these children
(Meditation, N° 203.3).

First Movement
I.

Take a few min utes to recollect you rself and recall that God is already present
to you in those you daily meet and whose needs you ser ve.

Truly, I say to you, as yo u did it to one of the least of my brethren, you
did it to me (Mt 25 :40).
2.

Ask God to draw your will into a more perfect unio n with God 's will.

It is not the will of my Father in heaven that one of these little ones
should be lost (Mt 18: 14).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mys tery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the following passage. What words especially catch your attention?
Listen to what is being said; try to enter into the Mystery; lovingly
cont emplate Jesus Christ and the relationship into which Christ is inviting
you.

• And He took a child, and put the child in the midst of them ; and takin g the
child in His arms, Jesus said to them , "Whoeve r recei ves one such child in
my nam e receives me; and whoever recei ves me, recei ves not me but Him who
sent me " (Mk 9:36-37) .
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Allow the following passages to illuminate the nature of you r relationship
with those who have been entrusted to you.

• The gospels hold up to our admiration the great care which St. Joseph took
of the child Jesus.: You ought to have as great a care and affection fo r the
children entrusted to you...as he had fo r the welfare of Jesus, since yo u are
commiss ioned by God to look after them just as St. Joseph was with regard
to Our Sa vior. This, in f act, is the fi rst thing you must do in yo ur employment,
if you wish to imitate St. Joseph, who had nothin g so much at heart as to
provide fo r the needs of the child Jesus (Meditation, W 11 0.3).
• St. Mon ica was the mother of St. Augustine...She did all in her pow er to
withdraw him f rom his bad ways and win him back 10 Christ...She even
crossed seas and undertook long j ourneys...Do yo u also take every possible
care to win over to God those who are entrusted to you... ? (Me ditation , N°
122.3).
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• St. Margaret. Queen of Scotland. herself performed the f unctions of tutor
to her children. giving them reading lessons, and applying herself with all
possible care to their educa tion, f or she rightly considered that this work was
the most agreeable to God that she could do. For this reason, it was also the
chief intention of her prayers. She is a striking example of what you should
do with regard to the children whom God has confided to your care. Here
you see this noble lady making it her chief concern to do that which
constitutes the essential object of your state. Let it be an honor fo r you to do
the same. and look upon those whom God has entrusted to you as the children
of God Himself (Meditation. N° 133.2).
• God has bestowed on you an honor equal to that of St. Joachim by placing
you in the position you occupy, since He destin es you to be the spiritual
parent of the children whom you instruct. If St. Joachim was chosen to be
father of the Most Blessed Virg in, you are called to engender children in
Christ, and also to make Jesus live anew in their hearts. Can it be said that
you have f ully entered into the designs of God upon you: (Meditation, N°
157. 1).
• Do you. like St. Francis de Sales. have similar sent iments of charity and
tenderness toward the children whom you have to instruct: Do you avail
yourself of the affection the children have f or you to attract them to God. If
you show the firmness of a father in withdrawin g them from bad habits . you
should also show them the tenderness of a mother in gathering them togeth er,
and in doing them all the good in your power (Meditation, N° 101.3).
In what way do you feel most emp owered by God to care for those who have
been entru sted to you? What gifts or graces have been given to yo u to enable
you to do this work well?

What differen ce wou ld it make in your life if you would truly love your
students in the same way that God has loved you ? What difference coul d
such a love make in their lives?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Work of the Spir it in and thro ugh You Today
Take a few minutes giving thanks for God's relationship with you. Thank
God for the ministry with which you have been entrusted.
In what ways could you re-order your daily activi ties so that you would be a

better guide and guardian of others?
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Intercessors
Whatever you ask for in prayer, you will receive,

if you have faith (Mt

2 1:22).

First Movement
1.

Take a few minutes to remember that God is alw ays with you , supporting and
sustaining you in the work you do.

Behold, I am with you always, even until the end of time (M t 28:20).
2.

Ask for the grace to know what it is that God wa nts of you and the
determination to do that which your bapti sm and mini stry require.

Speak, Lord, for your servant listens (1 Sam 3: 10).

Second Movement

3.

Con template the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the follow ing scripture passage. What words or phrases es pecially
catch yo ur attention? Listen to what is being said; try to enter into the
Mystery; lovingly contemplate Jesus Chri st and the relati onship into which
Christ is inviting you.

• Ask, and you will receive. Seek, and yOlI will fi nd. Knock, and it will be
opened to you. For the one who asks, receives. The one who seeks, fin ds.
Would one of you hand your children stones when they ask fo r a loaf of bread.
or a poisonous snake when they ask f or a fis h ? If you in your sinfulness know
how to give your children what is good, how much more will yo ur heavenly
Father give good things to anyone who asks Him! Treat others the way that
you would have them treat you ; this sums up the whole of the law and the
prophe ts (Mt 7:7-12).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Allow the following passages to illumi nate the nature of your relatio nship
with those who have been entrusted to you.

• Those who come to you...are convinced that you have received the grace to
support the weak, to teach the ignorant. to correct the delinquent. They come
to you, as tired and weal}' travellers, beseeching you to relieve their needs
(Meditation, N° 37.1).
• You may be quite certain that God will refuse yOIl nothing that you ask with
faith and confi dence in His goodness (Meditation, N° 38.2).
• Admire the goodness of God, providing fo r all the needs of His creatures.
taking the means to procure fo r them the knowledge of what is truly
good...Offer yourself to God...to assist those who are entrusted to you as jil l'
as He will require of you (Meditation , N° 197. 1).
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Guardians & Guides
Ask God today for the grace of watching so well over those confided to you that you
will take every possible care to shield them from serious faults and to be such good
guides, through the light your prayer will obtain for you from God and the fidelity
you bring to your work, that you will see clearly every obstacle to their good and
keep away every harm that could injure them (Meditation, W 197.3).

First Movement
1.

Take a few minutes to quiet yourself and to remember that God is present
within you and that through you God chooses to make His care and presence
known to those whom you serve .

Earnestly ask Jesus Christ to make His Spir it come alive in you, since
He has chosen you to do His work (Meditation , N ° 196.1).
2.

Ask for a more perfect union of your will with God's will.

Teach me your way, 0 God, and lead me on a level path (Ps 27: 11).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in the World
Read the following scripture passage a few times slowly. What words or
phrases especially catch your attention? Listen to what is being said; enter
into the Mystery of God's benevolent care; lovingly contemplate this God
who watches over you and on whose behalf the care of others has been
entrusted to you.

• I lift up my eyes toward the mountains;
from where is my help to come ?
My help comes from Yahweh,
who made heaven and earth.
Yahweh does not allow our footsteps to slip!
Indeed, our guard does not sleep!
The guardian of Israel
neither slumbers nor sleeps.
Yahweh is our guardian;
Yahweh is our shade.
Yahweh is beside us at our right hand.
The sun cannot harm us by day,
nor the moon at night.
Yahweh guards us from all harm,
and protects our lives.
Yahweh watches over our coming and going,
both now and forev er more (Ps 121).
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• It is your duty to go up to God every day in prayer to learn f rom Him all
that you must share with those confided to you, and then come down 10 them
by accommodating yourself to their level in order to share with them all that
God has communicated to you fo r thera--as much in your prayer as in the
holy scriptures which f urnish you with the truths of religion and the practical
maxims of the holy gospel (Meditation, N" 198.1 ).
• God...cares f or them as their protector; their support, and their Father. But
the care He seeks to take of them He de volves upon you. This God of mercy
places them in your keeping promising to give them all that you ask for them
(Meditation, N' 37.3).
• Ask God 10 be such good guides, through the light your praying will obtain
fo r you and the fidelity you bring to your work, that you will see clearly every
obstacle to their good and help keep away every harm that could injure them
on their way 10 a f uller union with God (Meditation, N' 197.3).
Do you presen t to God the hopes and the prayers of those with whom you
work ? Do you pray for them and with them, giving voice to what is often
difficul t for them to express for themselves?
Do you often, fervently and insistently, ask God for what you know they
need?
Do you inspire them with the kind of good and holy thoughts which are
capable of leadin g them to God ? Do you encourage them to ask forg iveness
for their faults and to resolve to do what is good and truly pleasing to God
and helpful for their neighbor?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Work of the Spirit in and throu gh You Today
Take a few minutes and speak to God about those who have been confided to
your care.
Thank God for the ministry with which you have been entrusted, and ask for
the grace to do it well.
What chang es are being called for in your life as you attempt to respond to
the needs of others? Is there anythin g inhibit ing this change from happening?
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4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
As you have been invited to be the guardians and guides of God 's children
(Meditation, N° 205.1), spend some time now reflecting on how well you
exercise this ministry.
Are you doing as much as you are able and as God requires of you for the
human and Christian formation of those who have been entrusted to you?
Do you inspire your students by your instruction and good example and help
them to keep clear of whatever obstacles they might encounter?
Do you help them to be kind to one another, compassionate, mutually
forgiving, just as God has forgiven them in Christ, and loving one another
even as Jesus Christ has loved them?
Have you helped them to develop the virtues of gentleness, patience, love,
respect for their parents, and all the conduct that is proper for a Christian?
Do you reprove and correct those in your care when they fall into some fault?
Do you exhibit prudence, gentleness, and patience when making corrections?
Do you help those with whom you work to come to a more loving knowledge
of God?
Have you taught them to pray to God, as Jesus taught those who followed
Him?
Through the ministry you exercise, how are the hearts of the faithful being
strengthened in holiness and justice?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Work of the Spirit in and through You Today
Take a few minutes and thank God for the ministry with which you have been
entrusted, and ask for the grace to do it well.
What could you do today that would help you to give yourself with greater
zeal and affection to this ministry?
Where is the Spirit drawing you to sacrifice yourself today that others may
have life?
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Builders of the Church
Look upon your work as one of the most important and excellent in the Church, since
it is most capable of sustaining it and of giving it a solid fo undation (Meditation, N°
155. 1).

First Movement
1.

Take a few minutes to quiet yourself, to remembe r that God is present, and to
renew your confidence in Him.

Blessed be, Yahweh, my rock (Ps 144: I).
2.

Placing your trust in God once more, ask for a more perfect union of your
will with God's will.

Happy are those who put their trust in you (Ps 84 : 12).
Second Movement

3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God' s Love at Work in the World
Read the following passages a few times slowly. What words or phrases
especially catch your attention? Listen to what is being said. In openness to
the Mystery into which you are being drawn , contemplate this God who
chooses to work in the world through you.

• For we are God 's fe llow workers; you are God's fi eld, God's building.
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid
a fo undation. and another is building upon it. Let each take care how one
builds upon it. For no other fo undation can anyone lay than that which is
laid, which is Jesus Christ ( I Cor 3:9- 11).
• In His providential care. God has [when necessity required it] appointed
others to fi ll in f or f athers and mothers...He sends persons with the necessary
enlightenment and zeal to help children attain the knowledge of God and His
mysteries. According to the grace of Jesus Christ given to them by God, they
are like good master builders who give all possible care and attention to lay
the foun dation of religion and Christian virtue in the hearts of children...You
have been called by God to this ministry and you have been given the grace
of teaching and the gift of exhortation fo r the sake of those entrusted to your
responsibility (Meditation, W 193.2).
• You are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the household of God. You form a building
which rises upon the f oundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus Himself as the capstone. Through Him. the whole structure is fitte d
together and takes shape as a holy temple in the Lord; in Him. you are being
built into this temple, to become a dwelling place f or God in the Spirit (Eph
2:19-22).
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Disci ples & Media tors of the New Covenant
You act as mediators in their regard, God making use of you to teach them what is
necessary for their entrance into new and everlasting life (Meditation, N' 56. 3).

First Movement
I.

Take a few minutes to quiet yourself. Recall God's active presence in the
world and in your own life.

Behold, I am doing something new. Now it sprin gs f orth; do you not
perceive it? (Is 43 :19).

2.

Offer you rself to God to do God's work and to fu lfill God 's wishes.

Here am If Send me (Is 6:8).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in the World
Read the following passages a few times slowly. What words or phrases
especially catch your attention? Listen to what is be ing said. Contem plate
Jesus, who invites us to be Love's messengers.

• A new commandment I give you, that you love one another; even as I have
loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love one for another (In 13:34-3 5).
• I say to you, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you...If you love those who love you,
what credit is there in that? Even sinners love those who love them . And if
you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you ? Even
sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive ,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much
again . But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return ; and your reward will he great, and you will he the children of the
Most High; for He is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even
as your Father is merciful (Lk 6:27-28 , 32-36).
• The Lord God has given me a disciple '.I' tongue, so that I may know how to
reply to the weary. Each morning He wakes me to hear, to listen like a
disciple. The Lord God has opened my ears. Fo r my part, I made no
resistance; neither did I turn away. I offe red my hack to those who struck me
and my cheeks to those who tore at my heard. I did not cover myface against
insult and spittle. For the Lord God helps me; theref ore, I am untouched by
the insults. So, too, I set my fac e like fl int; and I know that I shall not he
shamed. My vindica tor is near at hand (Is 50:4-7).
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4.

Reflec t on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Do you look upon the good you are trying to accomplish with them as the
foundation of the good they will be able to practice for the rest of their lives?
Do you realize that when you teach young people the mysteries of their faith
that you are laying the foundation for the building of the Church?
Do you help your students grow in a greater appreciation of the Church and
a greater love of the whole People of God?
Are you helping them in all things to grow to full maturity in Christ, our head,
through whom the whole body of the Church is growing, being supported,
and building itself up in love?
Does your work contribute to the promotion of the common good? Have you
helped your students to acquire those traits that will enable them to help make
the world in which we live a better place?
Do you help form young disciples to bear witness by their behavior to gospel
values and to cooperate with all people of good will to bring about greater
peace, justice, liberation, and wholeness of life for the whole human fami ly?

Third Movemen t
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Work of the Spirit in and through You Today
Take a few minutes and thank God for the grace He has given you of sharing
in this important ministry in the Church.
What could you do that would help make you a more "skillful master builder"
and a more qualified minister of the new covenant?
Where is the Spirit gifting and drawing you to sacrifice yourse lf today that
others may have fuller life?
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4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Is your ministry motivated by an unconditional love of your students and a
commitment to help procure fullness of life for them ?
Do you give special help to those who are most in need of giving up some of
the habits formed in the past and of conversion to a new life of love and
forgiveness?
Are you patient, gentle , prudent, self-sacrificing, and wholehearted in the
exercise of your ministry?
Since by baptism you have "put on Christ," are you ready and willin g to
shoulder part of His cross in your daily life, not grudgingly, but with joy and
convi ction ?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Work of the Spirit in and through You Today
Take a few minutes and thank God for the small, but significant, role you play
in the mediation of this new co venant of love.
What activities give meaning to your life, nouris h your spiritually, and susta in
your comm itment?
Wher e is the Spirit gifting and draw ing you to sacr ifice yourself today that
others may have fuller life?
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Have We Opened Our Eyes?
by
Rev. Dudley Attanayake"

De La Salle lived and worked in a more pragmatic way seeking to remedy the social
situation of France in his time in the context of the problems with which they were
confronted. He was a social reformer "who was more concerned with the solutions than
with theories.'?'
The most important thing at this juncture is not to present a perfect picture of De La
Salle, with all his wonderful work done for the education of the poor children but rather to
find out how he could be relevant for today. De La Salle will not have ready made answers
to Shri Lankan problems today, but we could inquire to see how his spirituality could be
applied to today's Shri Lankan society.
Our situation in Shri Lanka, here today, stands in need of transformation, renewal,
and re-creation. Our existence has also to be based on the same spiritual dynam ism of De
La Salle if we are to find solutions and answers to the problems of today. We too need very
badly the Spirit of the Lord to bring newness and creativity into the current affairs of our
time.
Most of the Asian countries are struggling now with serious socio-economic and
political problems. The huge reality of the poor constitute the great majority of the
populations of these countries. Shri Lanka forms a part of this Asian reality. Though the
couotry has deep religious traditions, an irreligious way-of-life rules the day; it is really poor,
economically weak, and politically struggli ng. Since its political independence, it has been
a question of crooked politics, craving after power, exploitation, and corruption. There is
increased dishonesty, incompetence, and violence in society. The gap between the rich and
the poor is widening. The unemployment and the under-employment, dissatisfact ion, and
unrest among youth is ever increasing. The main agricultural sector, the farmers, are being
gradually and steadily neglected and oppressed. The North-East war is still raging with
much violence and death. All this leaves us utterly weakened, impoverished, and
demoralized.
Given this situation of Shri Lankan reality, a question can be asked whether we, as
the followers of De La Salle, can have a liberating influence and help heal the sins of
inhumanity and injustice in our country. To follow De La Salle means to follow in his

as

Rev. Dudley Attanayake is a priest in Colombo. Shri Lanka. This article is the slightly adapted
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freedom to preach the Kingdom of God. To follow him means that we become free and
pliable enough in the hands of God to become servants of His mission !
Undoubtedly, we have a yeoman service to rende r to redeem this sinful situation,
especially when we consider the situation of child prostitution in Shri Lanka.
Approxi mately about 400,000 child ren constitute the student populati on of Shri Lanka. The
educational system and the type of education that caters to them is far from being desirable.
Among the non-school going children, many have become victims of child labor. Let's
consider the latest report done in Shri Lanka.
One in every five children in Shri Lanka of the age group 10-14 years does not attend
school becau se of child labor practices . Of the 1,900,000 Shri Lankan children in the
10-14 age group, about 250,000 are in the non-formal labor market. Around 100,000
children between 10-14 are in refugee camps. Nearly 20,000 in the same age group
are in male prostitution, and some 10,000 are estimated to be street children. The
social cost and consequences of this tragedy may hinder the future development of
the natio n as a large number of these children will be "handicapped" for the rest of
their lives. Children are found work ing in a variety of work situations and under
varying conditions. About 28 per cent of female child laborers and 24 per cent of
male child laborers are said to be workin g in agricultural and plantation sectors.
They work under extremely difficult and abusive situations."
The situation here seems to be very opportune for the follower s of De La Salle to be
an effective and salvific means to redeem this situation. De La Salle 's spirit was creative
and innovative. He enhance d the appreciation of the teacher and the teaching profession
which formerly was very low, low in esteem and poor in body and spirit; and he created it
anew to be a channel of God's saving power. He called teachers to be the ambassadors of
Christ. The very educational system was revolutionized. The image of the Church was
changed from that of a very well established, rich, elitist church to that of a serving Church
of the poor, the people of God. De La Salle himself was born anew, from the very first
moment of his calling.
Year after year, De La Salle had gone along the streets of Reims, from his house to
the Cathed ral and back, and never had his social conscience given any twinges. That
is how society was, and there was nothing more to be said about it. But one day, he
must have opened his eyes and seen the crowds of children and young people in
Reims [and all over the world including Shri Lanka] who had no chance of ever
achieving any kind of human dignity. He must have thought how easy it would be,
and the idea was beginning to develop."
The crucial question is, have we opened our eyes and seen the cro wds of children and
young people in Shri Lanka? Perhaps, we have gone along the streets of Shri Lank a year
after year and never had our social conscience given any twinges. We may be prompted to
say, "That's how the society is." Some things were done, and the situation is such that
nothing more could be done.

" From a survey by K. Kulathasan and L. B. Bedde wala as reported in the Island, 16 September
1992.
" Manuel Oli ve, La salliana, 14-6-A-59 .
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But if one thinks, and thinks seriously and truly in the spirit of De La Salle, perhaps
a new idea will begin to develop. During the very first years of community life with the first
few Brothers, De La Salle saw how they worked and in wha t spirit. "And so he made his
decisions, and from that time onwards nothing and no one would be able to divert him from
the path he had chosen and which he followed for 40 years working to establ ish his Institute
in spi te of innumerable obstacles.':"
De La Salle 's spirit was free, innovative, courageous , selfless , and dee ply committe d
to God 's will. We will do very well to exa mine in ourselves whether we have this spirit or
some other spirit. Som etimes, as many people do, we may also very disc rete ly rep lace this
spirit of God with that of our own. Our external behavior and way of life, both personal and
commu nal, give indications as to what kind of spirit is the motive force behind everything.
"God's providence must be the only foundation on which the Christi an schools are
established." God worked miracle s in the case of De La Salle 's foundation s. He will surely
work miracles in our day too if we have the same reliance on divine providence . "Therefore,
stir up your trust in His infinite goodness and honor Him by leaving in His hands the care
of your persons. Be not troubled about the present or disqu ieted about the future, but be
concerned only about the moment you must now live. Do not let the anticipation of
tom orrow be a burden on the day that is passing. What you lack in the evening, the morrow
will bring you, if you know how to hope in God.?"

" Manuel Ol ive, Lasalliana, 14-6-A-59.
a» John Baptist Blain , The Life ofJohn Baptist de La Salle, Vol. I, Book I. Translated by Richard
Arnandez (Romeoville, ILL: Lasallian Publications), p. 82.
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Ambassadors of the New Creation
The Son of God came dowlI all earth, and...wishes to come into our hearts in order
to make us sharers in His truly heavenly nature (Meditation, N° 85.3).

First Movement
I.

Take a few minu tes to quiet yourself and to recall that God is present in us by
His grace and by His Spirit.

If anyone loves me, my Father will love them; and we will come to
dw ell ill them (In 14:23).
2.

Place your trust in God once more, and ask for the grace to do what God
wants .

My f ood is to do the will of the one who sent me and to accomplish
the work which I was given (I n 4:34).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the following passage a few times slowly. What words or phrases
especially catch your atte ntion ? Listen to what is be ing said . Con tem plate
this loving and faithful God , who revea ls Himself most clearly in Jesus
Ch rist.

• Christ died fo r all, that those who live might live no longer f or themselves
but f or Him who fo r their sake died and was raised. From 110W all. theref ore,
we regard 110 one [rom a merely human point of view. Even though we once
regarded Christ from a human point of view, we regard Him thus no longer.
Therefore, if any oue is in Christ, such a one is a new creation; the old has
passed away; behold the new has come. All this is f rom God. who through
Christ reconciled us to Himself and ga ve us the ministry of reconciliation;
that is, in Christ. God was reconciling the world to Himself. 1I0t holding their
human f aults against them; and He has entrusted to LIS the message of
reconciliation. So we are ambassadors fo r Christ, God making His appeal
through LIS. We beseech you. therefore. on behalf of Christ : be reconciled to
God (2 Cor 5:15 -20).
4.

Reflect on the Mys tery of Go d' s Love at Wor k in You r Own Life
How do yo u help prepare the way of the Lord in the hearts of your students?
Where is God asking yo u to die to self and to rise in Christ?
How do you announc e the message of reconciliatio n?
reconciliation needs to be accompli shed in you ?
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What work of

Have you helped others to let go of past hurts and turn toward what is lifegiving and life-sustaining?
Are you reconciled with your own past? Have you emb raced in Chri st the
promise of the present moment ?
What do you do to help make real and more readily accessible for children
the salvation that is given in Jesus Christ?
Does your own tender love manifest to others the gratuitous love of God?
Who has shared with you this same tender love?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Work of the Spirit in and through You Today
Take a few minutes and thank God for the grace He has given you of sharing
in this important ministry in the Church.
What will you do today to share this newness of life in Chr ist with others?
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Heralds of God's Kingdom
Those who instruct others...are but the voice that disposes hearts to receive our Lord
and His holy doctrine; but the one who really disposes them, and the one who gives
efficacy to their words, is none other than God Himself (Meditation, N' 3.1).

First Movement
1.

Take a comfortable posture and quiet yourself. Breathe slowly, deeply;
concentrate on your breathing , relax your mind and body. What are the
visible signs of God's Kingdom within your self, in your surroundings, and ,
mo re particularly, in the place where you exercise your ministry ? Recognize
God 's powerful presence in all these places .

If anyone

loves me, my Father will love them; and we will come to
make our abode in them (In 14:23).
2.

Thank God for His continuous presence in your life. Admire God's goodness
in revealing to you the Good New s which you are to share with those whom
you serve. Ask God's Spi rit to come and take possession of you r heart, so
that you radiate His love to others.

It is likewise by the mo vement of the same Spirit that all those who
announce God 's Kingdom sp eak even today (Meditation, N ' 3.2) .

Second Movement
3.

Cont emplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the following passage a few times slowly and ret1ectively. Walk with
Jesu s, stay close to Him as He speaks and acts. Try to understand His
feelings.

• And they brought young children to Him, that He might touch them; but the
discipl es rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was
greatly displeased and said to them, "Let the little children come to me and
do not forb id them; for of such is the Kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to
you, whoe ver does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no
means enter it." And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them,
and blessed them (Mk 10:13-16).
• Then Jesus said to His disciples, "Assuredly, I say to you, that it is hard
f or a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven . And again I say to you, it
is easier f or a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for rich person
to enter the kingdom of God. " When His disciples heard it, they were
exceedingly amazed, saying, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus looked at
them and said to them, "With human beings this is impossible, but with God
all things are possible" (Mt 19:23-26 ).
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4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Read the following passage :

• Since those who teach are but the voice of God, it is from God that their
words must proceed to make Him known to those whom they instruct. It is
God who is heard through those who speak of Him and of what relates to
Him. Hence, St. Peter says: "One of you preaches, let him remember that it
is God's message he is uttering; another distributes relief, let him remember
that it is God who supplies him the opportunity; that so, ill all you do, God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ" (Meditation, N ' 3.2)
Become aware of your giftedness. Be grateful to God for the gifts and graces
you have received.
How do you radiate God's love and goodness to those around you ?
How open and sensitive are you to receive God's message, which He wants
you to share with others?

Third Movement
5.

Resol ve to Be More Open to the Work of the Spirit in and through You Today
What are the ordinary events in your daily schedule wherein you can today
announce God's Kingdom?
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Instruments of Divine Providence
He who did not spare His own son. but deli vered Him up fo r us all. how shall He not
also freely give us all things with Him ? (Rm 8:32).

First Movemen t
I.

Take a few minutes to quiet yourself. Become aware of the present moment
of your existence, your breathing, your body sensations. What is going on
with in you? You are alive. God's creative power is at work within you,
making you live and grow, bringin g out the best in you.
For in Him we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28).

2.

Feel confident in God who dwells in you. Release all anxiety and worry
about your life, and the lives of your loved ones. Pray these words several
times as you breath slowly :
In you. I put my trust (Ps 143:8).

Seco nd Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in the World
Read the following scripture passage slowly and reflectively. Try to
understand the mind and the feelings of the characters in the story. What
words or phrases of this dialogue specially catch your attention ?
• After these things. God tested Abraham, and said 10 him. "Abraham! " And
he replied. "Here am I. " God said. "Take your son, your only son Isaac.
whom you love. and go to the land of Moriah. and offer him there as a burnt
offering upon one of the mountains of which I shall tell you .....And Abraham
took the wood of the burnt offe ring. and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took
in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together: And
Isaac said to his f ather Abraham, "My fathe r! " And he replied, "He re am I,
my son. " Isaac said. "Behold, the fire and the wood; but where is the lamb
f or a burnt offering ?" Abraham said. "God will Himselfprovide the lamb fo r
a burnt offering, my son." So they went both of them together.
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an
altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him
on the altar, UpOI/ the wood. Then Abraham pur fo rth his hand, and took the
knife to slay his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him fro m heaven.
and said, "Abraham. Abra ham! " And he replied, "Here <11I1 I. " The angel
said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad or do anything to him ; fo r now I know
that you f ear God. seeing you ha ve not withheld your son, your only son, fro m
me. " And Abraham lifted tip his eyes and looked, lind behold. behind him
was a ram. caught in a thicket by its horns; and Abraham weill lind took the
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ram, and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son, So Abraham
called the name of that place "The Lord will provide" .. as it is said to this
day, "On the mount of the Lord, it shall be provided" (Gen 22:1 -2, 6-14).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
What is the "mount of the Lord" in your life? What does God provide you?
What does He ask of you? What do you withhold from Him? What do you
give to Him?
Lovingly contemplate the Mystery of Christ, the paschal sacrifice. How do
you better unite yourself with Him today?
You may read the following passage as well:

• When, in your troubles, you have had recourse to those who guide you and
they have been unable to supply the appropriate remedy, God requires that
you should remain in a state of entire abandonment to His good pleasure,
awaiting from His goodness the help you need, after the example of the
multitude of people who had followed Our Lord and who waited patiently for
Him to supply their wants without even troubling to expose them. You may,
in fact, rest assured that God will not allow you to be tried beyond your
strength. It is when we are powerless that He does all, and thereby manifests
His power and goodness in a striking manner (Meditation, N° 20.2)
What are your needs, hopes, fears, and anxieties in your ministry? Can you
put your trust in God's loving care?
How do you feel , right now, as a Christian educator? Be grateful to God for
the growth that is taking place in your life and in the lives of those whom you
serve.
When do you feel weak or powerless in your ministry? Cast your burden on
the Lord, and He will sustain you (Ps 55:22) .

Third Movement
Resolve to be more open to the Spirit who leads you along the path of
righteousness . Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. Let your good
Spirit lead me on a level path (Ps 143:10) .
How are you an instrument of God's providential and loving care for others?
Where is the Spirit drawing you to sacrifice yourself that others may have
life?

43

Living Temples of the Spirit
Ask God that, after filling you with His Holy Spirit to sanctify yourselves, He also
communicates Himself to you in order to procure the salvation of others (Meditation
43.3).

First Movement
I.

Take a few minu tes to quiet yourself. Call to mind the presence of the Spirit
of God who dwell s in you.

The love of God has been poured out into our hearts by the Spirit
living in li S (Rm 5:5).
2.

Ask God to give you the grace to know what God wants to communicate to
you and to help you respond in a way that will be pleasing to God and helpful
for you r neighbor.

The Holy Spirit will teach yOIl all things and will remind yOIl of all I
have said to yOIl (I n 14:26).

Second Movement
3.

Conte mplate the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in the World
Read the follow ing scripture passage slowl y and reflec tively. What words or
phrases especially catch your attention? Listen to what is being said ; try to
enter into the Mystery; lovingly contemplate Jesus Chri st and the relationship
into which Christ is inviting you.

• On the evening of that fi rst day of the week, even though the disciples had
locked the doors of the place where they werefor fear of the Jews. Jesus came
and stood bef ore them. "Peace be with you," He said. When He had said
this, He showed them His hands and His side. At the sight of the Lord, the
disciples rejoiced. "Peace be with you, " He said again. "As the Father has
sent me, so I send YOII." Then He breathed on them and said: "Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you fo rgive others their wrong doings, they are fo rgiven them.
If you hold them bound, they are held bound " (In 20: 19-23).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Ow n Life
Do you frequently recall the presence of God' s grace and Spirit with in you?
Does openness of heart to this indwelling Spirit help you to be one w ith God
in all you do?
Does the fact that God has chosen to dwell in you make any difference in the
way you live your life, and in the way you relate to others?
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Are you attentive and responsive to the interior stirring and inspirations of the
Spirit?
Does your life mirror the goodness and the love of God? Are you merciful
and forgiving in your dealings with others?

Third Movement

Ask God to send forth the Spirit of new life into your heart (Ps 104:30) that,
in part through you, the face of the earth and the lives of youngsters might be
renewed.
Where is the Spirit drawing you to sacrifice yourself that others may have this
new life?
Ask God to send you this Holy Spirit to banish whatever fear hold you back
from putting yourself wholeheartedly into God's hands. Ask the Spirit to help
you know peace.
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A Lover
Owe no debt to anyone except the debt that binds us to love one another. Anyone
who loves their neighbor has fu lfilled the law (Rom 13:8).

First Movement

I.

Pause for a few minutes and call to mind the presence of God made visible
in our lives through the love we have for and the goodness we show to one
another.
As I have loved you. so you must love one another. If )'OU have love
for one another, then every'one will know that )'OU are m)' disciples (In
13:35).

2.

Open your heart to this God of love, and ask for the grace necessary to do
God's will.
Are you especially fa ithful then to the inspirations God gives )'ou?
(Meditation, N' 115.2).

Second Movement

3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God' s Love at Work in the World
Read the following scripture passage a few times slowly. What word or
words especially catch your attention? Let these words be another expression
of God's love for you.
• When Israel was a child I loved him; out of Egypt I called my son. The
more I called them, the f urther they went f rom me, sacrificing to Baal and
burning incense to idols. Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, who took
them in my arms; I drew them with human cords, with bands of love; I f ostered
them like one who raises an infant to one s cheeks; Yet, though I stooped to
f eed my child they did not know that I was their healer (Hosea II :1-4).
• Yes, God so loved the world that He gave His only Son that whoever
believes in Him may not die but may have eternal life. God did not send the
Son into the world to condemn, but that the world might be saved through
Him (In 3:16-17).
• Everyone who loves is begotten of God and has knowledge of God. The
person without love has known nothing of God, fo r God is love. Gods love
was revealed in our midst in this way; He sent His only Son to the world that
we might have life through Him (I In 4:7-9).

4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Who has loved you and taught you how to love? Who has helped you learn
how to be charitable to others?
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Who are the people coming to you in need of love? Is it easy for you to reach
out to other people? What are the obstacles to your doing this ?
Do you believe that bearing one another's burdens and failings is an act of
love? How about challenging those who doubt their abilities?
Where in your societ y do you see a great need for love today?
How do you eva luate your own commitment to living in a charitable way ?

Third Movemen t
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
What act(s) of love can you build into your daily life? What are the obstacles
to your doing this?
Where are you being invited to be more loving today ?
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The Call to Share Ministry

by
Ms. Rita Maloney"

I have read over many times the Message of Shared Ministry from the 42n d General
Chapter and I want to commend you on the inclusivity of your language. At a time when
the Church is so torn in struggles between men and women, hierarchy and laity, liberals and
conservatives, you speak a language which calls to religious, priests and laity, men and
women, people of the Christian faith, those of other religious traditions and humani sts.
While many are receding into their separate corners of fundamentalist right and radical left,
you dare to step forward with the intention of sharing with the entire Lasallian family, and
beyond, the charism of your holy founder, John Baptist de La Salle. In his book, The Work
is Yours, Brother Luke Salm writes about the period in De La Salle's life when he felt a
calling to involve himself more fully in the lives of the poor.
Brother Luke writes: "The decision to go through with his resolution to invite the
teachers to his table would also have profound consequences for Father De La Salle, deep
within the very core of his being. It was a bold and significant first step that would bring
him personally face-to-face with the world of the poor. There he would experience within
himself the cry of the poor in need...In that cry, the young priest would hear the voice of
God, challenging him to begin the work of his own conversion to live the Gospel. It was
the beginning of a process that would bring him along a road that he had neither the
intention, the desire, nor the courage to travel by himself."
The poverty of the people with whom you choose to share your ministry today may
not be the extreme economic poverty of the teachers and the students with whom De La
Salle worked. Rather, there is the spiritual poverty of our times. For it is an extreme
spiritua l poverty that cries out through our society and our world . In his book, The Care of
the SOl/I, a modem day, psychotherapist who had been a monk for eleven years writes that
"as individu als and as a society. we are suffering from 'loss of soul."' Some of the
symptoms of this, he tells us, are emptiness, meaninglessness, vague depression,
disillusionment about marriage, family and relationships, a loss of values, yearnin g for
personal fulfillment, and a hunger for spirituality. Are these not the signs of our times? Is
it possible that we, like your founder in the past, are being called to hear the cry of people
in their loss of soul?
Shared ministry will include the youth of our Lasallian family - the students whom
we teach . In an interview with Matthew Fox, one reporter asked him what changes he would
make if he were Pope. Among a list of changes, Fox said that he would address the despair

.. Rita Maloney is a teacher at Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School in Brooklyn. New York.
USA. This statement was addressed to the De La Salle Brothers of Long Island-New England D istrict in
August t993 and appeared in Lasallian a , 29- 18-D-79.
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of our adolescen ts toda y. Without even referr ing to updated stanstics on the plight of
adolescents , may I share with you j ust four of the many experiences which I have had with
students? A few years ago, I was assigned as the leader of eight seniors on one of our
weekend retreats. Four of the eight students in my group admitted that they had attempted
suicide - not cons idered - but actually attempted suicide . On anothe r occas ion, I was
teaching a class when a gene rally depressed student kept her head down on her desk.
Having approached her and getting no response, I asked her to step outside. As she reached
the hall, she burst out sobbing. When she left her home that morning - two hours earl ier
- her father had her mother up against a wall with a knife to her throat and warned this
student that by the time she returned home from school, her mother and her younger brother
would be dead.
On still another occasion, I was teaching a student who was respond ing with great
hostility. I wondered what it would be like dealing with such an angry and disrespectful
person for the next few months. After doing some follow-up work, I discovered that this
young student had j ust returned to school, having missed the last semester. Six months
before, she had an argument with her mother who pulled a gun and shot her in the head ,
leavi ng her in a coma.
Finally, we had a young student who was killed on his way home from school for the
gold caps on his teeth. When the youn g killer was asked at the police station if he realized
that he had j ust killed a 17-year old boy, his answer was, "So what ?" Indeed, the loss of
soul is screa ming out to us.
These are not storie s from some horrendous and exaggerated work of fiction, and I
am sorry to say that they are not so rare as we would like to believe. These are the lives of
our own students and their families - members of the Lasallian family. Most of us don' t
want to get into the muddin ess of all this. It is easier to teach conte nt, mark papers, and hand
in grade s. But our students are crying out to us. Can we claim to believe in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and the mission of John Baptist de La Salle and close our ears to them? Is it
possible that ope ning our hearts to these cries may have profound consequences on us, as
similar cries did deep within the heart of Father De La Salle? Could it be that in these cries
we too will hear the voice of God, challenging us to begin the work of living out the Gospel ,
not alone but together ?
There are two ways which we can respond to the crisis of loss of soul in our
teenagers. We can say, "This is too overwhelming. We cannot look at it. So let us just
teach. They'll have to take care of their own personal problems." Or, we can say that the
Brothers of the Christia n Schools have the timely and powerful charism to train teachers and
to train the laity to join you in your work of mission, in our work of mission - one step at
a time - so that your work is enhanced and the kingdom of God is spread without anyone
burning out.
The Church is now seeing the effects of grasping on to things as they have been
instead of welcoming in people who are willing to do the work , who were baptized to do the
work. Somewhere along the way, the institutiona l Church gave cultural accre tions
precedence ove r the gospels.
But you have a founder who dared. with great cou rage, to stand up against a system
that did not live out the gospels . And you continue to do that, and I admire you for it. It is
so clear that old paradigms are not working. The Spirit needs to pour new wine into the
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Church; but we insist on holding onto our old wineskins, which are bursting at the seams .
We must have the courage to create new vision and then to live it out. I think it is time to
involve more the parents of our students.
One day I was eating lunch with a few younger colleagues. I heard them discussing
the parents of some of our students - uninterested, not returning phone calls, not involved
enough in their children's education. While I was listening to them, I realized that I was
relating more to the parents . A large percentage of our parents are raising children alone trying to be both mother and father to them - working, cooking, cleaning, financially and
emotionally strained - not able to give much more than they do, yet knowing that their
children are not getting what they need. As a teacher I say, "There is only so much I can
do. I cannot do it all." Yet, I said the same as a parent, hoping desperately that my children
would encounter some teachers who would love them and encourage them when I was so
tired - hoping that the children would have good programs at school that would allow them
to express themselves and share their pain about our broken family.
Could we not have annual retreat programs for the parents of our students? Offering
the opportun ity for nurturing their souls would contribute to the healing of the environment
in which our students live. Can we discover the real needs of the parents of our students and
bring in excellent speakers to address them? Topics like the following could be treated :
Learning to Communicate With Our Adolescent Childre n; Teenagers and Drugs; Effective
Discipline; the Facts About AIDS; or other topics of interest could be a vital service to them.
Nurtured themselves, the parents become a source of nurturing others.
When I was in Chicago, I met Brother Thomas Brown from St. Raymond 's in the
Bronx. He told me that he works as a Family Intervention Counsellor there. When students
are having difficulties, he gets involved with both the student and the family, doing
individual as well as family counselling. Then he goes to the teachers of that student and
tells them that this particular student is going through very rough times and is under a great
deal of stress. How is that for shared ministry? The family is being supported, the student
is being assisted, both are being taught better, more effective means of communication, the
teacher has some knowledge of why the student is behaving the way he or she is and so the
teacher 's heart is called to greater compassion. Now that' s pretty powerful shared ministry
within the school, isn't it? It seems to me to be a very natural response to hearing the cry
of the student and extending beyond to the parent as well. Brother Thomas said that if we
attend effectively to the woundedness of our students that academics will fall into place.
As a teacher I find the prospect of shared ministry to be an interesting and exciting
one. I am always interested in learning how I can be a more effective teacher. Most of all,
I would like to learn how I can better teach Religion to adolescents. I need the networking
of shared ministry. Should I take courses? Are there workshops available? What can I
read? How can I better approach my topics?
Regarding my own personal life, I am at an interesting crossroads. My children are
grown and more on their own. J am beginning to consider the possibility of some kind of
community. J would like to be with people with whom I can be genuine, share myself, and
be present to others sharing themselves. J would like to share some prayer with others and
perhaps some meals. And yet, J wouldn't really consider moving out into community, J
don't think, because J still want to be there for my children when they come home and
perhaps for grandchildren one day; and so I' m j uggling all of these possibilities in my own
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life. I do not find that the local parishes offer the kind of community I seek. It's a strange
time - one of those periods of transition when I'm uncertain of what's coming or where I
am going.
Shared ministry comes at a time when many of us are saying we cannot do it alone.
Our students and their parents are crying out that they cannot do it alone. You Brothers seem
to be saying that you cannot do it alone. Teachers feel the same way. Perhaps this is the
way it is meant to be - none of us doing it alone. Shared ministry is an attempt to build
bridges with one another and into the future. Anthony De Mello used to say, "We must be
faithful to the Church - the Church of the future."
I would like to close with a quote from Joseph Campbell, the renowned mythologist.
The interviewer asks if we must go beyond our traditional concepts and Campbell says:
"Indeed we must...because life is different from the way it was and the rules of the past are
restrictive of the life process. The moment the life process stops, it starts drying up. We
must find the courage to follow the process. In order to have something new, something old
must be broken . And if you're too heavil y fixed on the old, you' re going to get stuck. That's
what hell is, the place of people who could not yield their ego system to allow the grace of
a transpersonal power to move them."

Domine opus tuum. The work, 0 Lord, is yours. And to Your call for shared
ministry, we say "Yes."
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Disciples of the Word
Your disciples ...must be convinced that your instructions are the truth of Jesus Christ
who speaks with your mouth. that it is only in His name that you teach them. and that
it is He who has given you authority over them (Meditation , N° 195.2).

First Movement
1.

Take a few minutes to recall the presence of Jesus who prays before the
Father on behalf of those whose care has been entrusted to you.

I do not pray for them alone {those I have sent into the world]. I pray
also for those who will believe in me through their word (In 17:20).
2.

Ask God to help you to continue to be welcoming of the unfolding of God's
will in your regard .

In your kindness give me life. that I may keep the decrees of your
mouth (Ps 119:88).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the following scripture passage a few times slowly. What words or
phrases especially catch your attention? Listen to what is being said; watch
what happens; try to become part of the Mystery; lovingly contemplate the
Word of God.

• As for you.... obey me when I speak to you: be not rebellious like this house
of rebellion. but open your mouth and eat what I shall give you. It was then
I saw a hand stretched out to me. in which was a written scroll which He
unrolled before me. It was covered with writing front and back. and...He said
to me...eat what is before you; eat this scroll. then go. speak to the house of
Israel. So I opened my mouth and He gave me the scroll to eat...He then said
to me. feed your belly and fill your stomach with this scroll I am giving you.
I ate it. and it was 'as sweet as honey in my mouth. He then said...go now to
the house of Israel. and speak my words to them (Ezek 2:8-3:4).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Do you work at filling yourself daily with the word of God, that is to say with
God Himself (Meditation, N' 100.2 and 80.2)?
Are you in the habit of spending some time each day reading the scriptures?
Are you faithful to the practice of regularly spending time in meditative
prayer?
54

Do you share God's word with others? Do you share it with those whom you
instruct?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
If you chose to allow this scripture to come alive in you now, what would you
have to change in your life? What are the obstacles to this change?
Where do you sense that the Spirit is calling you to change so that you might
be a more effective minister of Jesus Christ and of the Gospel ?
What will you, in part as a conseq uence of the time you have just spent in
prayer, do differently today?
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Loving Brethren
Entreat the God of hearts to keep your heart and that of your brothers and sisters
one in the heart of Jesus (Meditation, N° 39 .3).

First Movement
I.

Pau se for a few m inutes and rec all that G od dwells in you.

God is love. and those who abide in love abide in God and God in
them (I I n 4: 16).
2.

Ask God for the grace to be fai thful to the wo rd that God speaks in the depths
of your being.

Anyone who loves me will be true to my word. and my Father will love
them; we will come to them and make our dwelling place with them
(I n 14:23).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the follow ing scripture passage a few times slowly. What word or
words especially catch your attention ? Le t these words be another expression
of God's love for you .

• I declare and solemnly attest in the Lord that you must 110 longer live as
the pagans do...That is not what you learned when you learned Christ! I am
supposing. of course. that He has been preached and taught to you in accord
with the truth that is in Jesus: namely. that you must lay aside your fo rmer
way of life and the old self which deteriorates through illusion and desire.
and acquire a f resh. spiritual way of thinking. You must put on that newness
of one created in God 's image. whose justice and holiness are born in
truth...Theref ore. be imitators of God as His dear children Follow the way
of love. even as Christ loves yOIl. He gave Himself f or us as an offering to
God. a gift of pleasing fragrance (Eph 4 : 17, 20-24; 5: 1-2).
4.

Reflect on the M ystery of God's Lo ve at Work in Your Own Life
Do you follow the way of love in yo ur dealings with those with whom you
live and work? Are you kind, patient, and forgivi ng of others?
Are you seriously striving to acqu ire a fresh, spiritual way of thinking an d to
put on that new ness of one cre ated in Go d's image?
Are you as se lfless in you r love of others as Christ has bee n in His lo ve and
acceptance of you ?
What pro gress have your made in the way of j ustice and ho liness ?
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Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Spend a few minutes thanking God for all He has done for you and for all of
those whose love is a tangible sign of God's faithful care of you.
What obstacles remain to allowing you to be all that God wants you to be in
Christ?
Where and with whom do you sense that God is inviting you to be more
loving today?
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A Grain of Wheat
Unless a grain of wheat f alls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat
(I n 12:24),

First Movem ent
I.

Take a few minutes to recollect yourself; take a comfortable position; try to
relax. Remember that God is present in your being. Let go of whatever
tension is in you. Breathe in deeply, and breathe out slowly. As you do so,
imagine that you are actually breathi ng the Spirit of God.

Yah weh God shaped man...and blew the breath of life into his nostrils;
and man became a living being (Gn 2:7).
2.

Ask God to help you understand what He means by the dying of the grain of
wheat in your life, especially as a Christian teacher.

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find..for anyone
who asks receives; anyone who seeks finds (Mt 7:7-8).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God' s Love at Work in the World
Read the following scripture passage a few times slowly. Wha t words or
phrases especially catch your attention? What is being said about your
ministry ? Enter into this mystery of the dying of the grain.

• Amen, amen, I say to you. Unless the grain of wheat fa lls into the ground
and dies, it remains a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.
Whoever loves their life loses it, and whoeve r hates their lif e in this world will
preserve it f or eternal life. Whoever serves me must f ollow me, and where I
am, there also will my servant be. The Father will honor whoever serves me
(I n 12:24-26).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
In what way(s) are you the grain of wheat mentioned in this passage?

How is God calling you, in your daily life, to be the grain of wheat?
Are you willing to die for those entru sted to your care? For this had to be
the kind of ardent zeal you had fo r the salvation of those you teach , when you
were led to sacrifice yourself and to spend your whole life to give these
children a Christian education and to procurefo r them the life ofgrace in this
world and eternal life in the next (Meditation, N°201.3).
What are some of the things that you must give up?
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Third Movemen t
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Promise God that you will be as open to His Spirit as you are to the air you
breathe.
Promise Him that you will be willing to die today in order to procure His
glory for those entrusted to you, e.g. you will spend more time with them, or
you will be kinder to them, or you will be ready to listen to the problems they
will bring to you.
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Shepherds of the Flock of God
Be the shepherd of the flock of God that is entrusted to you; watch over it. not simply
as a duty but gladly... (t Peter 5:2).

First Movemen t
I.

Take a few minutes to recollect yourself and then contemplate God 's presence
in the persons of those entrusted to your care.

The faith which animates you should lead you to respect Jesus Christ
in their persons (Meditation, W 80.3).
2.

Ask God to make your will one with His.

My food is to do the will of the one who sent me (Jn 4:34).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in the World
Read the following passages a few times slowly. What words or phrases
especially appeal to you? Ponder what is being said. Lovingly contemplate
lesus the Good Shepherd, and how you resemble Him.

• In the Gospel. Jesus compares those who have care of souls to a good
shepherd who is very careful of his sheep. One of the qualities which Our
Lord says distinguishes him is that he knows them each individually. This is
also one of the essential qualities required of those who instruct others. fo r
they must get to know their pupils and discern the manner in which to act
toward them (Meditation . N' 33.1 ).
• It is also necessary. says Our Lord. that the sheep should know their
shepherd. in order to f ollow him. Two things are required. theref ore, ofthose
who have charge of others and should characterize them. First, they should
be very virtuous. in order to serve as an example, for unless they walk in the
right path. those who follow them would be led astray. Secondly, they should
manifest great tenderness f or the well-being of those confi ded to them. so that
anything which might be capable of injuring or wounding these young people
will call for their attention. In this manner; the sheep will love their shepherd
and be pleased in his company. since they will find therein their repose and
their relief (Meditation, N ' 33.2).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Who are the people for whom you are a shepherd ?
How carefu l of them have you been?
How well do you know them individuall y?
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Do you teach by example?
Are those with whom you work happy in your company?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
How could you better be a good shepherd who cares for those who are
entrusted to you?
Where is the Spirit drawing you to resemble Jesus, the Good Shepherd?
Ask God to give you the Spirit to help you to be a good shepherd so that
through you others might find repose and relief.
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A True Liberator
The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me, fo r He has anointed me, He has sent me
to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind
new sight, and to set the down trodden f ree, to proclaim the Lord's year off avor (Is
61:1-2).

First Movement
1.

Take a few minutes to quiet yourself and to call to mind that God is present
with all of those who, in any way, need to be set free from bondage.
You who are teachers have the responsibility to use every possible
means to bring those under your guidance into that liberty of the
children of God which Jesus Christ obtuined by dying fo r us
(Meditation, N' 203.2).

2.

Abandon yourself to God's providence so that He can give you the necessary
graces both to understand His will and to do it.
I have heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall we send ?
Who will go f or us?" And I said, "Here I am. " I said, "send me " (Is
6:8).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God' s Love at Work in the World
Read the following scripture passages a few times slowly. What words, lines,
or phrases attract your attention? Listen to what God is saying to you through
the passage. Picture the scene in your mind. What is happening? Try to
place yourself in the scene as God' s instrument of liberation. See Jesus as the
true liberator using you and sending you into the poverty and abandonment
of the children of this world.
• You are set free from sin and bound to the service of God. Your gain will
be sanctification and the end will be eternal life. For the wage paid by sin is
death; the gift f reely given by God is eternal life in Christ Jesus Our Lord
(Rom 6:22-23).
• Whoever looks closely into the perfect law that sets people free , who keeps
on paying attention to it, and does not simply listen and then fo rget it, but
puts it into practice, that person will be blessed by God in what is done (Jas
1:25).
• There was the hope that creation itself would one day be set free from
slavery to decay and would share the glorious freedom of the children of God
(Rom 8:2 1).
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4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in Your Own Life
As Christ's instrument of liberation, to whom have you been sent as a
liberator? Is it to the poor childre n confide d to your care?
From what are you liberating them? What will be the gain of this liberation?
How do you liberate a world characterize d, on the one hand, by hunger,
poverty, and war and, on the other hand, by materia lism and by the rich
becoming richer at the expense of the poor?
Have you anything more at heart than helping others find their happ iness as
children of God? Let the children come to me f or theirs is the kingdom of
God(Mt 19:14-15).

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
What are you willing to renounce and let go of in order to be a more perfect
instrument of God's liberation of others?
Which part of your life have you been called to convert and to change in
order to help set the children of this world free from bondage?
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Reaching the Unreached...in the Steps of De La Salle

by
James Kimpton, FSC"

In my work among the poor remote villages of this part of South India, De La Salle
and his special charisms have been the heart and soul of what I do. Without the very
particular atmosphere that the whole Lasallian drive has given to my own individual
outreach, I think little would have been achieved of any permanence.

The Unknown Future - As It Was for De La Salle, It Is for Us

Quite definitely De La Salle's whole life was one of several displacements in which
he had to take steps out into the dark of the unknown future. These steps, these
displacements, he had to make in total trust in the call of divine Providence. He had to make
them, not asking for light to see the whole road, but just enough to make the next few steps.
He was called gradually to leave all aspects of his established life for which he had been
specially prepared during his earlier years. Thus, he gave up his position in the Cathedral
of Reims to go down and live with the much lower level of society his new work demanded .
He had eventually to leave his aristocratic paternal house and family in order to live among
the uncultured men with whom God had chosen for him to work. He went into work that
was wholly new, started off in an apostolate which he could not possibly have foreseen. So
much so that eventually, toward the end of his life, he admitted that if he had known the
amount of suffering and hardship entailed in the work he had founded, he would not have
touched it with the tip of his little finger.
Our work sometimes requires that we leave absolutely everything connected with the
first part of our lives or even with subsequent parts of them, so that we are making new starts
in unknown territories during different times of our lives. We may be asked to leave family
and all established friends, home, and even country, permanently. We may have to abandon
any connection with our own culture and accept another which is completely foreign. And
we may have to step out into a way of life and work which is totally unknown.
Thus, I , as an Englishman, have, at the choosing of Providence, spent most of my life
in countries of the East, doing work I never dreamed I would do, and of such a wide variety
that I too would have taken fright had it been presented to me in the beginning years:
healing the sick, housing the homeless, teaching the untaught, caring for orphans , even
mothering the tiny babies that are brought to us unwanted and uncared for, caring for leprosy
patients... In all this, God's voice was heard and a step was made into the dark of the
unknown future, taking the risk of launching out into the deeps pointed out by God.

" This article appeared in Lasalliana 02-18-E-03 . Not far from Madurai, South India, Brother
James is engaged in an impressiv e work of development and training among very poor children and families .
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Trust in Providence Which Did Not Fail De La Salle and Does Not Fail Us
De La Salle taught me that his Brothers must have blind and total trust in divine
Providence. He made it clear in his own life that God gives only so that we may give it all
away, and that the more we give the more we will receive to give away, and what is held on
to can only stagnate and be fruitless.
Thus, when De La Salle consulted his spiritual director to find out what he should do
with all his inherited wealth, he was quite bluntly told to give it all away and not keep even
a fraction of it in any for m. So-called wiser persons thought he shou ld use it to found his
new schools, or that he should put it into the bank and live off the interest. But no, once
again there was that step into the dark to be made, a challenge from God to be faced and a
risk to be taken. And De La Salle took it. He literall y gave everything away to the nonproductive poor and went off and lived like them, completely depende nt henceforth on
Providence for all his needs and those of his earlies t followe rs. Surely that too was meant
as a lesson for us all; and so De La Salle made sure that his Brothers understood that their
work was to be among the poorest and to be wholly gratuitous, and that they too were to
depend on Providence - in the spirit of faith to which he so often referred .
In our work among the poorest of people in these villages, which are primitive and
so lackin g in every kind of securi ty and necessity, our approach has always been , and I hope
always will be, that if there is a need shown to us by God, then the first step is not to look
into purses or bank accounts, but to attend to the need, knowi ng full well with deep
conviction that God will provide all that is needed in materials, finances, and personnel.
Never once has this failed. We came here with an allowance of 2,000 Rupees, and we were
asked not to request more hereafter. We looked around at our neighbors who lived in the
most abject poverty and saw what we must do. We reached out. We attended to the greate st
needs . We did the most foolish things in the eyes of the world and of those who depend
upon large bank account s or strong sources of income. We simply gave away what we had
and we also started to build and heal and to care for children and the very needy, with no
money. Our annua l expendi ture (not our budget, please note, becaus e only God can budget)
is now 2,600,000 Rupees in the villages alone; and we also run a children's home for the
most destitute and for unwanted babies, with its own separate accountin g of close to 700,000
Rupees .
Our Founder stepped out into the dark with empty hands and apparently inadequate
helpers . But divine Providence never failed him. Divine Providence has never, in any way,
failed us. Always there is enough to feed the five thousand in the desert - with twelve
basket s of superabundance left over for still others.

The Saint's Enduring Message: To Radiate Christ to Others
But De La Salle knew full well that his real work was to be a redeeme r with and for
Christ. He knew that there was no other reason for his call from God that he should spend
himself in order to lead other souls to God, in order to be another redeemer in the work
chosen for him by God. He knew also full well, and kept on reminding his Brothers, that
the whole reason and meaning for their being Brothers was that they should radi ate Christ
to all with whom they came into co ntact the whole day long. They were to carry Christ in
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themselves because Christ in others awaited their love, and also their love was His love.
The re was to be this mutual interchan ge of Christs from the carrier to the receiver, as is
always the case. De La Salle kept on insisting that we meet Christ in the early part of the
day, at meditation and Mass and Communi on, and that we keep in close touch with Him all
day long , and that thus, indeed, we would be able to radiate Christ, that thus we could be
other redeemers - and only thus. How frequently he came back to that refra in; how much
he insisted that the Brothers be men of deep prayer - or else be worthless as pruned vine
twigs.
In our work among the Hindus and Muslims in these small villages hidden away
behind their veils of coconut palms, we rarely meet with Christians. And when I questioned
myself why God had put us in such a place, among people we would not ever convert, He
made it very, very clear that He was the one who was working and not us. He, Christ, was
the one who would reach out to whomsoever He put in our paths each day. We know full
well that only God can convert if He sees the need and when He is ready. He, Christ, would
do His work, in His way - and often without our ever knowing what He as doing or why.
Our responsibility was merely to keep in the closest touch with Christ and then to let Him
work in the way He wanted. Our part was merely to show Christianity in action . All the
rest was His doing.
Prayer: Lord, when I am hungry, give me someone to feed; when I am thirsty, give
water for their thirst. When I am sad, give me someone to lift from sorrow. When
burden s weigh upon me, Jay upon my shoulders the burden of my fellows . Lord,
when I stand greatly in need of tenderness, give me someone who yearns for love.
May your will be my bread; your grace my strength; your love my resting place.
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Bearers of the Holy Presence of God
And the life I live now is not my own; Christ is living in me. Of course, I still live
my human life, but it is a life of faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me (Gal 2:20).

First Movement
I.

Take a few minutes to quiet yourself and to recall that God is present to you
in the very depths of your being.

Do you not know that your are God's temple and that God's Spirit
dwells in you?...God's temple is holy, and you are that temple (I Cor
3: 16-17).
2.

Ask God to speak to you and to reveal more clearly what it is that He asks of
you.

It is in the interior of our being that the Holy Spirit communicates
Himself and unites Himself to us, and makes known what God asks in
order for us to belong entirely to Him (Meditation, N° 62.3).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the following passage a few times slowly. What words or phrases
attract your attention? Listen to what is being said to you through the
passage.

• Your sale concern ...should be the establishment of God's reign in your
heart, both in this life and in the next. In this present life, you should not be
concerned about anything except to bring about the reign of God in your
heart by His grace and by the fullness of His love. You should live for God
alone, and the life of your soul should be the life of God Himself. You ought
likewise to nourish yourself with God's life by thinking of His holy presence
as often as you possibly can. That which constitutes the life of the saints is
precisely their continual attention to God, and this also should form the life
of those who...seek only to accomplish His holy will, to love Him, and to
cause Him to be loved by others (Meditation, W 67.1) .
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Do you regularly keep God company? Do you often spend time meditating
on His holy presence?
Are you open to the movement and stirring of God 's life within you and
docile to whatever God may require of you?
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Do you strive to love God more wholeheartedly and to cause Him to be better
known and loved by others?
Are you concerned with the establishment of God's reign both in your own
heart and in the lives of those to whom you minister?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Take a few minutes to thank God for the many blessings you have received,
especially the gift of divine life within you.
What will you do today to share God's life in you with othe rs?
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Faithful Stewards of God's Household
Have you been faithful managers of the wealth God has entrusted to you and of the
talents...and graces you have received to fulfill well the service that has been given
to you (Meditation, N' 205.1).

First Movement

1.

Take a few minutes to recall that you are in the holy presence of God, a
presence that not only called you into being but one which also sustains your
very existence even today.

Yet, in f act. He is not fa r from any of us. since it is in Him that we live.
and move. and have our being (Acts 17:28).
2.

Ask for a clearer understanding of where and how God is inviting you to a
fuller and more complete response to His will.

Lord. what more must I do ? (Mt 19:20).

Second Movement

3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the following passages a few times slowly. What words or phrases
attract your attention? Listen to what is being said to you through the
passages .

• A man who was going on a jou rney...called in his servants and handed his
funds over to them according to each one's abilities. To one he disbursed five
thousand silver pieces. to a second two thousand. and to a third a thousand.
Then he went away. Immediately the one who received the five thousand went
to invest it and made another fiv e. In the same way. the one who received the
two thousand doubled that figure. The one who received the one thousand
went off instead and dug a hole in the ground. where he buried the master's
money. After a long absence. the master of those servants came home and
settled accounts with them (Mt 25:14-19).
• Let your belts be fasten ed around your waists and your lamps be burning
ready. Be like those awaiting their master 's return from a wedding. so that
when the master arrives and knocks. you will open the door without delay. It
will go well fo r those servants whom the master fi nds wide-awake upon
returning. I tell you, the master will put on an apron. seat them at table, and
proceed to wait on them. Should the master happen to come at midnight or
before sunrise and find them prepared. it will go well with them. You knOl~;
as well as I. that if the head of the house knew when the thief was coming.
they would not be allowed to break into the house. Be on guard. therefore.
The Son of Man will come when you least expect Him (Lk 12:35-40 ).
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4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Who are those people (God' s dear children; His "wealth"; His "personal
property" ) who have been entrusted to your guidance? How attentive and
watchful are you in your care of them?
What are the talents and the graces that have been given to you so that you
might fulfill well your ministry (e.g., the gifts of zeal, of teachin g, of
vigilanc e, of patience, and of self-control)?
Do you eagerly await Our Lord's return? Will He, upon His return, say to
you; Well done. my reliable and industrious servant (M t 25:21 ). Come, y Olt
have my Father's blessin g (Mt 25:34)?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today

Name one thing you have that has not been given to you (Meditation , N°
196.3). So pause now for a few moments and give thanks.
To what better use could you put today the gifts and talents with which God
has blessed you for the guidance and well-being of others?

Since God is the one who has given you tlte ministry you exercise (Meditation ,
W 205.1), ask for the graces necessary to be good and faithfu l stewards in
His divine service.
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Building Up the Body of Christ
Consider that since you should be working in your ministry fo r the building of the
Church on the founda tion which has been laid by the holy apostles by the instruction
you are giving to the children whom God has entrusted to your care..., you must
fulfill your ministry as the apostles fulfilled theirs (Meditation, N' 200.1).

First Movement
I.

Take a few minutes to quiet yourse lf and recall God ' s prese nce both within
yourself and in the midst of your dealings with others.

You are the temple of the living God; just as God has said: 'I will
dwell with them and walk among them. 1 will be their God. and they
shall be my people (2 Cor 6:16).
2.

Ask that God make clearer His will for you ; and that, thus more fully
glimpsing your vocation , you might be helped to give yourself zealously to
its accomplishment.

May the God of peace...make you capable of all that is good fo r the
doing of His will, that through Jesus Christ you may carry out all that
is pleasing to Him (Heb 13:20).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in the World
Read the following passage a few times slowly. What words or phrases
attract your attention ? Listen to what is being said to you through the
passage.

• 1 plead with you. then. as a prisoner fo r the Lord, to live a life worthy of
the calling you have received, with p erfect humility, meekness, and patience,
bearing with one another lovingly. Make every effort to preserve the unity
which has the Spirit as its origin and peace as its binding fo rce. There is but
one body and one Spirit, just as there is but one hope given all of you by your
call. There is one Lord, one faith , one baptism; one God and Father of all,
who is over all, and works through all, and is in all...lt is He who gave
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers in roles of service fo r
the fa ithful to build up the body of Christ, till we become one in fa ith and in
the knowledge of God's Son, and f orm that perfection which is Christ come to
f ull stature (Eph 4:1-7, 11 - 13).
4.

Reflec t on the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in Your Ow n Life
Who are those people through and by whom God fashioned you to be more
kind, loving, patient, gentle, and humble in your dealings with others?
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How attentive and carefu l are you in helping to lay a solid Christian
foundation in the lives of those entrusted to your instruction and guidance?
How comfortable are you to be God 's co-worker in "roles of service for the
faithful to build up the body of Christ" ?
Where are you being invited to be more apost olic and prophetic, more worthy
of the calling you have received, in your zeal on behalf of the con struction of
a new heavens and a new earth (Rev 21:1-7)?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Where is God inviting you to cha nge what you are doing and the manner in
which you are living so that others may enjoy a fuller and more human
existence?
Take a few moments to renew the consecration of the temple of your being
by re-offering today to God your who le heart and all your will (Meditation,
N° 188.3).
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Trust in God
When we abandon ourselves to the providence of God, it is like putting ourselves out
on the high sea without sails or oars (Meditation, N" 134.1).

First Movement
1.

Pa use for a few minu tes and remember that God is always and everywhere
present wit h us.

Be strong and of good courage; be not f rightened, neither be
dismayed; for the Lord, your God, is with you wherever you go
(Joshua 1:9).
2.

Ask for the grace necessary to be one in mind and heart with Jesus as you try
to do the Father's will .

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven (Mt 6: 10).

Second Movement
3.

Contemp late the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the following scripture passage a few times slowly. What word or
words especially catch your attention? Let these word s graduall y dra w you
furth er into the unfolding of God's mystery and God 's kingdom in the world
and in your own heart.

• Then He said to His disciples, " That is why I am telling you not to war/}'
about your life and what you are to eat, nor about your body and how you
are to clothe it. For life means more than food, and the body more than
clothing. Think of the ravens. They do not sow or reap; they have no
storehouses and no barns ; yet God f eeds them. And how much more are you
worth than the birds! Can any of you, fo r all of your worrying, add a single
cubit to the span of your life ? If the smallest things, therefore, are outside
your control, why worry about the rest ? Think of the flowers; they never have
to spin or weave; yet, I assure you, not even Solomon in all his glory was
robed like one of these. Now if that is how God clothes the grass in the f ield
which is there today and thrown into the fu rnace tomorrow, how much more
will He look after you, 0 you of little f aith! You must not set your hea rts on
things to eat and things to drink ; nor must you worry. It is the pagans of this
world who set their hearts on all these things. Your Father well knows you
need them. No; set your hearts on His kingdom, and these other things will
be given you as well. There is no need to be afraid, little fl ock, fo r it has
pleased your Father to give you the kingdom " (Lk 12:22-32).
4.

Reflect

0 11

the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Ow n Life

Do you trust in the pro vidence of God?
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Are you really trusting of those with whom you live and work? Through
whom and by what means have you been helped to be both a more trusting
and a more trustworthy person?
Have you truly set your heart on God's kingdom? Have you done this with
no thought of turning back? Do you seek. above all else. to establish within
yourself this reign of God (Meditation, N° 67.1)?
Are you seeking only to do His holy will, to love Him and cause Him to be
loved by others (Meditation, N° 67.1)?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Whe re are you being invited to be more trusting today?
If you chose to allow this passage of scripture to come more alive in you now.
what would you have to change in your life? What are the obstacles to this
change?
Where do you sense that the Spirit is calling you to be a more effective
minister of Jesus Christ and of the Gospel?
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Dying to Self
I solemnly assure you, unless the grain of wheat f alls to the earth and dies, it remains
j ust a grain of wheat. But if it dies, it produces much fruit (I n 12:24 ).

First Movement
1.

Take a few minutes to recollect yourself and recall that God is always present
wherever you are.
Even though I walk in the dark valley, I fear no evil; for you are with
me; you r rod and your staff give me courage CPs 23 :4).

2.

Ask God to help you better understand and want the same thing s in life that
God wants.
"Whoeve r wishes to come after me must deny one 's very self. take up
one's cross, and fo llow me, " says the Lord (Mt 16:24) .

Second Movement
3.

Con template the Mys tery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the following passages a few times slowly. What word or words
especially catch your attention? Listen to what is being said; lovingly
contemplate Jesus Christ and the relationship of love into which He invites
you .
• Let it be clea r, then, in all your relations with the children who are
entrusted to you that you look upon yourselves as ministers of God, acting
with love, with a sincere and true zeal, accepting with much patience the
difficulties you have to suffer; willing to be dishonored by others and
mist reated, even to g ive your life fo r Jesu s in the f ulfillment of your ministry
(Meditation, N'20 1.I ).
• Insults, rebuffs, calumn ies, persecution, and even death were the rewards
meted out to the saints, the apostles. and even Jesus Christ Himself. Do not
hope for any othe r if you really have God in view in the work He has confided
to you (Meditation. N' 155.3).
• Your zeal must go so f ar. ..that you are ready to give you r very life, so dear
to you are those entrusted to you (Meditation, N' 198 .2).
• Your f aith should...lead you to show that.i.you are true disciples of Jesus
Christ, having only God in view in your actions.
You should
manifest...courage and intrepidity in teaching the maxims of the gospel, your
zeal and your fa ith being strengthened by the thought that you are God's
ministers, and that you act in His name (Med itation , N' 87. 1).
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4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
In the service of what do you spend your life and your resources?
What activities sustain your commitment, nourish you spiritually, and give
meaning to your life?
Does your union with Christ in the ministry you do enable you, in some way,
to lay down your life each day for others?
Do you exhibit great concern and patience in your care of others? Or do you
give in to the first impulse of ill humor or anger and give correctio ns
heedlessly or inappropriately?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Where is the Spirit drawing you to sacrifice yourself today that others may
have life?
Ask God for the help you need to be effective and faithful in this ministry
which has been entrusted to you.
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"Higher Expectations" in the Catholic Inner City High School
by
William Harkins, FSC"

Christian hope, shaped by teachers, school climate, and curriculum design,
thwarts the realities of early death and poverty.

Antoine's mother thanked the young men and women who had organized everything,
who had spoke n, who had led the prayers. She repeated what she had said a year before,
that Antoine was a good boy. He was not an angel; but he was a good , respectful boy. Every
morning he prayed a psalm with his mother before leaving the house, a~ he did a year ago
when he left for school but did not return.
The students who shared their reflections at the memo rial service voiced a wide
range of feelings: anger, frustration, fear, hope , and love. No one expres sed surprise.
On his way home from school, near the East New York housing projects in which he
lived, a group of older teenagers had without cause beaten Antoine so badly that he died a
few days later. Death is always shocking , especially when the victim is young. But murder
is so frequently the cause of death for young blacks that it is not a surprise. Most of
Antoine's friends knew of other youngsters who had been murdered in their neighborhoods.
When you are young and black and male, murder may be the final fact of life.
Hom icide is the leading cause of death for black males between the ages of 15 and
44, and for black females between the ages of 15 and 24. During his lifetime, a black male
has a one in 2 1 chance of becoming a homicide victim; he is six times more likely to be
murdered than is a white male. When a murder victim is a 16-year-old student in your own
school, there is new import to these and like statistics:
• In 1976, when many of today's eighth-graders were born, more than half of all
black children and 45% of all Hispanic children born in New York City were born to single
mothers.
• In 1985, one out of every two black children under the age of 6 lived below the
poverty line; for Hispanic children, the figure was two out of five children.
• In 1985, median income for white families was $29,1 52; for black families, it was
S16,786; and for Hispanic families, it was S19,027, with povert y rates growing faster for the
Hispanic population....

" William Harkins died in December 1993. He had been the Dean of School of Educatio n at
Manhattan Co llege in New York City, USA. This article was wriue n when he was the Assistant Principal of
Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School in Brooklyn, New York. It appeared in Lasalliana. 18-13-C-76.
U
Statistics o n murder rates are from Report of the Secretary 's Task Force all Black and Minority
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What are the implications of these statistics for the Catholic high school with a large
minority population? When students, by virtue alone of being Hispanic or black, are more
likely to be murdered than are white students, death is not far from student con sciousness.
In fact, when ninth-graders in our school are asked at the start of a class retreat to name what
they most fear, 30% to 50% name "death." When l l th or 12th graders sign up for electives,
sections fill up most quickly in the Death and Dying course. The Catholic high school offers
something that public schools cannot easily allow: open discussion of life and death, of
death and dying, with a difficult but clear position grounded in faith. Central in such
discussion is the reality of hope : not as a palliative, but as a leavening agent.
A second implication of statistics about death and poverty in minority commu nities
is that " higher expectations" in a Catholic high schoo l must be rooted in the death and
resurrection of Jesus. It is important to assert this clearly because when the phrase "hig her
expectations" is used in educational writing, it is often unwittingly rooted in an assembly
line view of school popularized earlier this century by the Efficiency Movement." If
education means simply choosing the best "ra w material" and producing a well -educated
"final-product," Catholic schools would have only to assure some final Catholic coating.
Students in such schools might implicitly learn that success is a matter of performance and
production, reward and consumption - hardly Christian values.
Instead, a Catholic high school commu nity can call all of its members to respond to
the challenge of prophets of every age: to see visions and to dream dreams. For a black or
Hispanic youngster, it may be especially important to have a dream. It is not utopian
thinking that a school must sanction, but firm hope and Christian expectation grounded in
the death and resurrection of Jesus. The clearest statement of Christian expectation is the
Nicene Creed: exspecto resurrectionem mortuorum et vitam venturi saeculi - I expect, I
am fully confident about , I have as my living hope the resurrection of the dead and life in
an age soon to be.
These are the " higher expectations" fundamental to the Christian commun ity and
central to a Catholic inner city high school.
Hope is at the heart of such a Catholic high school; and hope can take shape in the
lives of students through the teachers, the school climate , and the careful design of
curriculum.
Where many young people face unrelent ingly harsh realities in life, the teacher is a
sacramental sign of gentleness and acceptance. Where many young people find few adults
concerned enough to guide and correct them, the teacher is a sure and firm guide. Three
hundred years ago, the Church 's patron saint of teachers, John Baptist de La Sal le, defined
the role of the Christian teacher.

Health, Vol. 5. Homicide. Silicide. and Unintentional injuries (U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. January 1986), pp. 5-10. For statistics on poverty, sec The New York Times. 4 September 1986 and
16 September 1986. Sec also Henry M . Levin. "The Educationally Disadvantaged: A National Crisis."
Working Paper No.6 of Public/Private Ventll res: The State Youth Initiative Project (Philadelphia. 1985).
pp. 3-5.
.. Raymond Callahan. Education and the Cult of Efficiency (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1962).
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"You who are teachers have the responsibility to use every possible means to bring
those under your guidance into that liberty of the children of God which Jesus Christ
obtained by dying for us. You must do this by possessing two qualities in your relationship
with them. The first is your gentleness and patience. The second is prudence in your
reproofs and correction.''"
The teacher, as sacramental sign, reveals some of life's unsuspected dimensions. A
teacher helps a student to believe in him or herself. In inviting a student to believe in the
power of life over death, in the possibility of shaping a world in the image of the Lord and
the beatitudes , the teacher is a sign of hope.
Not only the teacher but the total school community is to be a sign of hope,
somehow reflecting the Mystical Body of Christ. It is a tribute to the honesty of Catholic
high school administrators that, in the National Catholic Educational Association's survey of
Catholic high schools, two areas of school life given some of the lowest evaluations were:
a) responding to the special needs of minority students [rated fair or poor by 28%] and b)
recruiting and retaining low-income students [rated fair or poor by 40%].47 Perhaps the lead
question on climate questionnaires distributed to black students in Catholic high schools
should be: "Does this school receive you as you think Jesus Christ would receive you?"
The total school community teaches the basic lessons: This school cares about you, believes
in you, supports you. This school challenges you to reshape yourself and society in the
image of the risen Lord.
Excellence in course design and curriculum planning is another practical way that a
Catholic school builds hope. Courses must challenge students to think clearly, to work hard,
to be creative. Courses must offer students a realistic opportunity to succeed . Good
curriculum design calls forth from students new belief in themselves, new trust in their
ability to learn.
Minority students are often low income students with predictably lower scores on
standardized tests than higher income students. Such test scores can debilitate adolescents
and cause them to lose hope. In such circumstances, thoughtful curriculum planning and
competent, caring teachers are especially important.
Thirty years ago, philosopher Etienne Gilson reminded teachers of the limitations
and the importance of their work. Gilson wrote: "We should not imagine that school
children know nothing more than what they are taught in schools . In fact, what we teach
them is but an infinitesimal part of their knowledge, but it is made up of what, without us,
they would never learn.':"
What most minority youngsters learn about the Catholic faith and Catholic attitudes
toward minorities will be learned not only from teachers in Catholic schools, but from
Catholics in the local community. Minority youth will surely learn whether Catholic high

.. De La Salle, Meditations, N° 203.2
" National Catholic Educational Association . The Catholic High School: A National Portrait
(Washington, DC, 1985), p. 133.
48 Etienne Gilson.
"The Eminence of Teaching," A Gilson Reader (New York: Image Books,
1957), p. 303.
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schools reach out enthusiastically to them or reach out only to those among them with
special academi c or athletic promise. This said, Gilson's words can encourage and challenge
teachers of minority youngsters in Catholic high schools. Without such teachers, students
might not learn the "higher expectations" open to them through the power of the
resurrect ion, and their responsibility, as children of God, to cooperate with the Holy Spirit
in reshaping the world in the spirit of the beatitudes.
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Children of Light
Your faith should be for you a light which guides you in all things, and a shining light
fo r those whom you instruct, to lead them on the way to heaven (Medita tion, N °
178.1).

First Movement
1.

Pause for a few minutes and remember that God, who is always and
everywhere present, dwells in your heart.

For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness ," who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Christ (2 Cor 4:6).
2.

Ask for the grace necessary to be one with Christ in your trust and your
willing ness to do the Father's will.

"For 1 know the plans 1 have for you," says the Lord, "plans to
prosper you, and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
futu re" (Jer 29:11).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the follow ing scripture passages a few times slowly. What word or
words especially catch your attention? Let these words gradually draw you
further into the mystery of God .

• You are the salt oj the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its salt
be restored ? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and
trodden under foot ...You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot
be hid. Nor does one light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand,
and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine befo re others,
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven (Mt 15:13- 16).
• 1 have come as light into the world, that whoeve r believes in me may not
remain in darkness (In 12:46).
• This is the message we have heardJrom Him and proclaim to you, that God
is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with
Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live according to the truth;
but if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood oj Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin (1 In 1:5-7).
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4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
In what way do you bring light into the lives of those with whom you live
and work? How are they light in your life?
Are there any pockets of darkness still remaining in you? Are there any areas
of your life still in need of the transforming light of Christ?
Who or what is bringing life and light into your life at the present time?
Where are you being re-energized?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
If you chose to allow this scrip ture to come alive in you now, what would
have to change in your life? What are the obstacles to this change?
Where is the Spirit drawing you to change and to sacrifice so that others,
through you, might more readily have access to a fuller life and to the light
of Christ?

Precursors
Remember that you are obliged...to prepare the way of the Lord in the hearts of your
students (Medita tion, N" 162.2).

First Movement
1.

Take a few minutes to be quiet and recall the presence of God in the place
whe re you are.

Rej oice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice!...The Lord is near
(Phil 4:4 -5).
2.

Now, once aga in, offer yourself into God's hand s to do His will , especi ally as
it concerns the care of those who have been entruste d to you.

o Lord. remember how faithfully and wholeheartedly I conducted
myself in your presence, doing what was pleasing to you! (Is 38:3).
Second Moveme nt
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of Go d's Love at Work in the World
Read the following scripture pass age a few times slo wly. What word or
words especiall y catch your attention? Let these words gra duall y draw yo u
further into the myste ry of God .

• The crowds, who were gathering 10 be baptized by John, asked him, "Wlw l
should we do ?" In reply John said to them. "Whoever has two coats must
share with anyone who has none; and whoever has f ood must do likewis e. "
Even tax collectors came 10 be baptized; and they asked him, "Teacher, what
should we do ?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount
prescribed f or you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do ?"
He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or f alse
accusations, and be satisfied with your wages. " As the people were fi lled
with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, John answe red all of them by saying, "I
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worth y to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fi re. His winnowing f ork is in his hand, to clear his threshing
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fi re." So, with many other exhortations, John proclaimed the
good news to the people (Lk 3: 10-18).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God' s Love at Work in You r Ow n Life
Wh at are the expectations, the questions, and the co ncerns of the people who
come to you in need and with who m you work and interact every day ?
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The word that you speak to those entru sted to you, is it good news for them ?
What is the advice that you give? Do you invite them to be peop le of
integrity? Do you encourage them to be all that they can be in Christ?
Who has helped to prepare the way of the Lord in your own heart? When
have you been helped to see and understand more clearly the direction that
God has been inviting you to follow in life?
Are you willing to be a font of living water amo ng those for whom life,
unfortunately, seems to be parche d and dry? Do you try to bring hope to the
troubled, refreshment to the weary, and new vision to those who seemin gly
wander in darkne ss and confusio n?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Has any one thing particularly stirred in you durin g this time in prayer? What
respon se, if any, to Christ and God's movement in you do yo u feel incl ined
to make today?
Ask God 's pardon for those times that you have been less than you have been
asked to be in Christ.
Thank God for giving you again today the opportunity to love and serve Him
in others .
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Humble Servants
Guard against any merely human attitude toward your disciples; and do not pride
yourself over what you do. These two things are capable of spoiling all the good
there is in carrying out your service. What have you...that has not been given to you?
And if it has been given to you. why...boast as if you had it on your own? (Meditation,
N° 196.3 ).

First Movement
I.

Pause for a few minutes and put yourself into the presence of our God , who
came into the world in loving service of all humankind.

The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve (Mt 20:28) .
2.

Ask God, humbly and lovingly, to give you those altitudes and that wisdom
necessary to give yours elf, like Him, in loving service of all of those who
come to you in want and need.

Learn from me; for I am gentle and humble of heart (Mt 11 :29).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in the World
Read the following scripture passages a few times slowly. What word or
words es pecially catch your attentio n? Listen to what is being said; watch
what happens; try to become part of the Mystery; lovingly co ntemplate Jesus
and your relationship with Him.

• Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and
that He had come from God and was going to God, rose f rom supper, laid
aside His garments, and girded Himself with a towel. Then He poured water
into a basin, and began to wash the disciples' fee t, and to wipe them with the
towel with which He was girded...And when He had finish ed washing their
feet, and taken His garments, and resumed His place. He said to them. "Do
you knOIV what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord; and you
are right, Jar so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher. have washed your
fee t, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an
example. that you also should do as I have done to Y OII." On 13:3-5, 12-16).
• Jesus called the twelve to Him and said, " You knoll' that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over them.
It shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among you must
be your servant. and whoever would be firs t among yOIl must he your slave;
even as the Son of Man came /101 to be served but to serve, lind to give His
life as a ransom fo r many (Mt 20:25-28) .
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• Behold, my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved in whom I delight; I
shall place my spirit upon Him; and He will proclaim justice to the
Gentiles...and in His name the Gentiles will hope (Mt 12:18-21).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Where are you being called to help and to serve others ?
Are you truly a humble, sensitive, and caring servant of others?
In your ministry, do you have those attitudes in you that were in Christ Jesus
(cf. Phil 2:5-8)?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Has anyone thing particularly stirred in you during this time in prayer? What
response, if any, to Christ and God 's movement in you do you feel inclined
to make today?
If you chose to allow this scripture to come alive in you now, what would
have to change in your life? What are the obstacles to this change?
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Visible Angels
School children usually are not able by themselves to understand easily the Christian
truths and maxims. They need good guides, like visible angels, to help them learn
these things (Meditation, N° 197.1).

First Movement
I.

Pause for a few minutes and put yourself more consciously into the presenc e
of the living God , who has promised to be with us always .

I will not leave you orphans; I will come
2.

10

you (In 14: 18).

Ask God that you might have the graces necessary to one in m ind and heart
with Him.

My foo d is to do the will of the one who sent me. and to accomplish
Ilis work (In 4 :34).

Second Movement
3.

Co ntemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the Worl d
Read the follo wing passages a few times slowly. What word or words
especially ca tch yo ur attention? Listen to what is being said; watch wha t
happens; lov ingly co ntemplate Jesus who invites you to become part of the
Mystery

• One of the main duties offath ers and mothers is to bring up their children
in a Christian manner and to teach them their religion. Bat many pa rents are
not sufficiently enlightened in these mailers; some are taken up with their
daily conce rns and the care oftheir fa mily ; others. under the constant anx iety
of earning the necessities of life for themselves and their children. cannot take
the time 10 teach their children their duties as Christians (Meditation, N"
193.2).

• Behold. I send an angel bef ore you, to guard you on the way and to bring
you to the place which I have prepared (Ex 23:20).
• It is characteristic of the providence of God and of His vigilance over
human conduct to substitute for f athers and mothers persons who have
enough knowledge and zeal to bring children to the knowledge of God and of
His mysteries (Medi tation. N° 193.2).
• I am Gabriel. who stand in the presence of God; and I was sent
to you. and to bring you this good news (Lk I: 19).

10

speak

• At times you may have to teach children who do not know God, because
they have been brought up by those who do not know Him themselves. Strive
then to know God - that you may be able to make Him known to others and
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that you may be able to help make Him loved by all those to whom you have
made Him known (Meditation, N° 41.3).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
How well do you understand and appreciate the obligat ions and demands
being experienced by the parents and the families of those with whom you
work? How do you, in your ministry, try to support the family and assist
parents in the education and formation of their children?
Do you help others know and love God?
In what ways are you being invited to guard others on their journey, to bring
them good news, and to lead them to the place and into the fullness of their
humanity that God has prepared for them?
How is Jesus inviting you to become part of the Mystery of His love
unfolding in the world?
How do you feel about being called a "visible angel"?

Third Movement

5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Has any one thing particularly stirred in you during this time in prayer? What
response , if any, to Christ and God's movement in you do you feel inclined
to make today?
If you chose to allow this scripture to come alive in you now, what would

have to change in your life? What are the obstacles to this change?
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Successors to the Apostles
You are successors to the apostles in their task of catechizing and instructing the
poor (Meditation , N ° 200. 1).

First Movement
I.

Pause for a few minutes and try to place yourself in a more conscious
awareness of the presence of the God who wants you to know the secret
mysteries of His being.
For He has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery
of His will. according to His purpose which lle set f orth in Christ
(Eph 1:9).

2.

Since God has, out of His infinite love, chosen to reveal to you things which
others do not see and to make known to you secrets which are hidden from
many, take some time now and re-offer yourself to God to do His work and
to fulfill His will.
I have chosen you from the world. says the Lord. to go and bear fruit
that will last (In 15: 16).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in the World
Read the following passages a few times slowly. What word or words
especially catch your attention? Listen to what is being said; watch what
happens; try to become part of the Mystery; lovingly contemplate Jesu s who
invites you to be His ministers in the world.
• And Jesus said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
the whole creation. Those who believe and are baptized will be save d; but
those who do not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompan y
those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in
new tongues; they will pick up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing. it
will not harm them; they will lay their hands on the sick , and they will
recover" (Mk 16: 15- 18).
• After this the Lord appointed seventy others. and sell/ them on ahead of
Him, two by two, into every town and place where He Himself was about to
come. And He said to them: "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
f ew; pray. theref ore, the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His
harvest. Go your way; behold, I send you out as lamb s in the midst of wolves.
Carry no purse. no hag, no sandals; and salute no one on the road...When
you enter a town and they receive you. eat what is set bef ore yo u; heal the
sick in it and say to them, 'The Kingdom of God has come near you. · " (Lk
10:1-9),
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4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Spend some minutes in a more conscious awareness of the realities of the
world around you. Who are those who are thirsting and hungering for truth,
love, and justice? Who lacks education? Who is excluded from hearing the
good news of the gospel?
In what ways are you being invited to continue the mission of Jesus in the
world today? How might you be able to "quench the thirst" and to "satisfy
the hunger" of those who come to you in expectation and need?
How is God inviting you to leave behind your own small, secure "world" and
to become more available for the work of the Kingdom?

Third Movement

5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Has anyone thing particularly stirred in you during this time in prayer? What
response, if any, to Christ and God's movemen t in you do you feel inclined
to make today?
What step would you be willing to take today to put yourself a bit more
completely at the service of the will and the reign of God?
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They Gave Meaning to My Life
by
Jean-Pierre Lauby, FSC19

A few days ago. I celebrated in the privacy of my prayers the thirtieth anniversary of
my first commitment as a religious in the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools.
I was then nineteen when I made that commitment. I was happy then; and I am happy still.
but in a deeper sense!
You may wish to know what I have done since that first commitment. especially as
all my active life has been spent in Africa: Morocco. Burkina Faso, the Ivory Coast, and
Niger.

"The Seed Has Been Sown"
September 1957 saw the realization of a youthful dream ; I began teachin g on African
soil. The early years of my apostolate were marked by several meeting s with the "Patriarch
of Atlas," Fr. Peyriguere, who died in 1959 after spending thirty years of his life among the
Berbers. A life of prayer and silent presence at the heart of Islam without making a single
convert! The strongest impres sion he made on me was one of faith in the living Good of
the Eucharist, Savior of the milieu in which he lived. His deepest conviction at the end of
his life was: "The Seed has been sown" ! I have retained the certitude that beyond the
visible . God is acting and that the important thing is to render Him present wherever I am,
to plant and to water. knowing that the rest is up to God . That is what has given meaning
to my apostolate in the Islamic world.

"The Tree Trunk May Be a Long Time in the Water But It Never Becomes a Crocodile "
In 1965, I arrived in Africa. My activities there have been varied: teaching,
formation of young Brothers, study of African sociology. On my first arrival in Africa.... I
told myself: "I have come for good. I want to remain a Brother to the end of my life." That
seemed to me as natural as it was exhilarating!
The year 1970 brought a turning point in my missionary thinking. My sociological
studies brought me to numerous villages of the Ivory Coast. It was there that I heard more
than one old man say with some malice. "The stranger has big eyes but he sees nothing],"
which meant: you're curiou s. but all you see. all you think you understand , you alway s see

.. Brother Jean-Pierre Lauby is a De La Salle Christian Brother of the District of France. This article
first appeared in Lasalliana, 06-18-E-14. Also of interest is his "Je Ne Suis Que Prierc" ["The Whole of My
Life is a Prayer"), which appeared on pp. 83-9 1 of Mental Prayer in the Life of the Brothers Today (Rome:
Brothers of the Christian Schools, 1980).
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with the eyes of an outsider, with the reasoning of an outsider. You only grasp appearances.
To really understand you must belong here!
Others quoted, in the same tone, the Bambara proverb, "The tree trunk may be a long
time in the water but it never becomes a crocodile," which means that even if you've been
here a long time you always remain an outsider! This made me understand that, in spite of
everything, a deep friendship could exist between people but that it sprang from mutual
respect and sharing of what one is and what one has. And 1 realized that 1 was only an
invited guest on African soil, happy to be so, and to act as such, but prepared to accept the
possibility of leaving if circumstances compelled me, as we have seen happen in other
places.
But, at the same time, 1 realized that African wisdom and proverbs have their human
limits. Happily, faith and love can overcome them. 1 felt that, despite appearances, and by
sheer force of loving and listening, it was possible to reach a certain identification with the
other person . True brotherhood [and sisterhood], which knows no barriers, becomes real in
Jesus Christ to the point where one feels at home where people really love one another.
It was a great moment for me, when that thought came to me in serenity . It was a
little like a second breath to my life in Africa which 1 am trying to live in a spirit of
availability for today as for tomorrow, in receiving as in giving.
"You Didn't Even Notice Me"
At the moment 1 am teaching in Niamey (Niger). Practically all the students in our
technical school are Moslems. How does one live as a Brother among st them ?
Once in class , 1 had just finished explaining the work to be done . Hands were raised
asking for further explanations. 1 answered the questions and then said, "Get to work now."
But one hand was still raised. It was that of the most backward pupil in my class . I thought
to myself: ''The Lord invites me to love him. Go down to him and answer his question."
Wanting to surprise him, 1 went toward him but without looking at him and passing along
the next row of desks. When 1 reached him and stopped to speak to him, he turned toward
me; and 1 saw a face filled with utter hopelessness and heard a sorrowful voice say, "You
didn't even notice me."
The depth of his disappointment surprised me.... What he wanted of me was that 1
should take notice of him at that moment, not afterwards . Of course, 1 explained matters to
him; and he was happy. But 1 shall always remember the lesson he taught me.
I found the same expectations in letters from senior students of former years, who
occasionally write to me. One begins his letters, "My Dear Educator..." ; and after his
signature underlines the sentence: "I look forward to hearing from you."
Another expresses more the goodness of his heart and his eagerness to receive an
answer than the truth as regards my behavior toward him ...Unconsciously, he describes the
teacher he would wish to have help him, and that gives food for thought. "I searched my
memories of school, but 1 found no face but yours which I could clearly recall. 1 remember
you because you always fulfilled well your duties as educator. You always had time for us
young people; you were always available whether in class, in the playground, or in your
office. You easily joined in the conversation of a group of students. You could always
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guide, advise, or teach us. You were always patient, smiling, accessib le. You knew how to
encourage us. You always found something positive and praiseworthy in our work, even in
a mediocre poem without form or substance. That is why I write to you and ask you to help
me." I could answer these young people and tell them that their letters, their attitudes, and
their reflections help us more than they think and that they sometimes shake us up and often
challenge us.

Being a Christian Changes One 's Life
At the cente r of this attention to the person, which for us means attention to the
young people who pass through our schoo ls, lies the wonderful riches of the presence of
Jesus, recognized and made actual in our lives. I am more conscious, perhaps, in this
Moslem world where He is not really known that I am His sign, His ambassa dor. Every time
a group of pupils enters my class, my prayer goes something like this: "Lord, if my visible
role is to teach them the profane subjects they expect from me, my invisible role is to offer
their existence, their daily work, their efforts, their fears and sorrows, and their more or less
conscious expectations as a prayer and a consecration of their lives to you."
It seems to me that my presence among them helps, in faith, to start something of
which they are not yet consciou s, but which for many of them will be lost on the way. To
this priestho od of offering, which is the duty of every baptized person, is added the duty of
witness through a manner of Jiving and acting which surprises and challen ges. "Be ready at
all times to explain the hope that you have in you" (I Peter 3: 15). In a country where
Christians form only one per cent of the population, a person must live Christianity ninetynine per cent , a Christianity which is a sign of the love of God for humanity and which calls
forth the action of the Holy Spirit everywhere.

How encouraging to hear that statement from a Moslem student at the end of the
year: "Be ing a Christian changes one's life." To spend one's life transmitting somet hing of
the love of God incarnate in Jesus Christ, is this not to live one's life genuinely and to the
fulIest? It is to live through the season of sowing, and therefore of hope !

My Heart is Ready, Lord (Ps 57:8)
I said at the beginning of this reflection that I was happy.... I have, in fact, been
happy throughout my stay in Africa, a stay marked by frequent changes of place because of
the work that I was asked to do. These successive uprootings in the service of a common
cause, however trying they may have been, convinced me, in their own way, that the only
"incarnation" demanded of us, and which removes all illusion, is that which coincides with
the will of God expressed in our readiness to accept events. Then nothing surprises, nothing
disappoints ; the heart is ready to listen to the invitation of Peter: "Eac h one, as a good
manager of God' s differen t gifts, must use for the good of others the special gift one has
received from God. Whoever preaches must preach God's message; whoever serves must
serve with the strength that is given by God, so that in all things praise may be given to God
through Jesus Christ" (I Peter 4: 10-11).
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Mediators of God's Plan
Not only does God will that eVef)'one come to the knowledge of truth, but He wants
everyone to be saved. God can not truly desire this without providing the necessary
means, without giving children the teachers who will assist them in the f ulfillment of
His plan (Medita tion, N" 193.3).

First Movemen t
I.

God, the source of life, is with you, in you, and around you. Pause for a few
moments to recall this presence, and to put your trust in this holy and loving
God.

For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that
everyone who believes in Him might not pe rish but might have eternal
life (In 3: 16).
2.

Try to relax as much as possible , and listen to the voice of God deep in your
heart , call ing you by name and inviting you to be part of God's loving plan
for all of human ity.

Bef ore I fo rmed you in the womb, I knew you; before you were born, I
consecrated you; a prophet to the nations I appointed you (Jer 1:4-5).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the followi ng passages a few times slowly. What word or words
especially catch your attention ? Listen to what is being said; lovingly
contemplate the ongoing reve lation of God 's love for huma nity in Chris t.

• I became a minister of this church through the comm ission God gave me
to preach among you His word in its fulln ess, that mystery hidden from ages
and generations past bur IIOW revealed to His holy ones. God has willed to
make known to them the glory beyond price which this mystery brings to the
Gentil es-the mystery of Christ in you, your hope of glory. This is the Christ
we procla im while we admonish all people and teach them in the full measu re
of wisdom, hoping to make every person complete in Christ. For this I work
and struggle, impelled by that great energy of Christ's which is so powerful a
f orce within me (Col 1:25-29).
• Since in your state you are the ministers of God, you must cooperate with
Him and enter into His designs to bring about the sal vation of those children
f or whom you are responsible (Meditation , N' 56. 1).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Who are today's "Gentiles," those who are excluded or marginalized, and
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seemingly left without the goo d news of Jesus? What do you sense to be your
relationsh ip with them? What do you sense is to be your response to this
unfortun ate condition in whic h so many find themselves?
How is God calling and leading you to be an instrument of His care and
providence on behal f of others ? How do you proclaim Christ in their midst?
Are you willing to accept and embrace this invit ation that God makes to you?

A re you faithful in cooperating with the designs of God in your regard
(Meditation, N° 131.1)?

Third Movement
5.

Reso lve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Has anyone thing part icularl y stirred in you during this time in prayer? What
response, if any, to Christ and God's movement in you do you feel inclin ed
to mak e today?
What step wou ld you be willing to take today to put yourself a bit more
comple tely at the service of those who find themselves excluded,
margi nalized, or in need of hearing the good news of the gospel?
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A Master Builder
God chose and destined Saint Paul...to preach the gospe l to the nations; and God
ga ve him such a knowledge of the mysteries of Jesus Christ that he was established,
as a good master builder, to lay the fo undation for the building offa ith and religion
which God erected in the cities where Saint Paul announced the gospel (Meditation,
N" 199.1).

First Movement
I.

Take a few minutes to place yourself into the creative presence of the Creator,
God who is the perfect master builder. Think for a few minutes of the beauty,
majesty, and perfection of God's creation and of God's loving care for
everything that He has made. Recall that this is the God who made you and
gifted you and watches over you with infinite tenderness.

Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who bring s
out their host by number, calling them all by name (Is 40:26).
2.

While you are aware of the creative presence of God, try to be more aware of
how beautifully and wonderfully you have been made. Try to be aware of the
desire that God has placed within you to grow into that person He wants you
to be in Christ.

God created man and woman in His own image. in the divine image
He created them (Gn 1:27).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the following passages a few times slowly. What word or words
especially catch your attention? Listen to what is being said; lov ingly
contempla te the ongoing re-creation of the world in Christ.

• Thus says God the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spreads out the earth with its crops, who gives breath to its peopl e and
spirit to those who walk in it: "I, the Lord, have called you for the victory of
j ustice. / have grasped you by the hand; / fa n ned you, and set you as a
covenant of the people, a light fo r the nations, to open the eyes of the blind,
to bring out prisoners f rom confi nement, and from the dungeon, those who
live in darkness. / am the Lord, this is my name; my glory / give to no other,
nor my praise to idols. See, the earlier things have come to pas s, new ones I
now fore tell: Bef ore they spring into being, I announce them to YO Il" (Is
42:5-9).
• Then / saw new heavens and a new earth. The former heavens and the
fa n ner earth had passed awa); and the sea was no longer. / also sa w a new
100

Jerusalem. the holy city. coming down out of heaven from God, beautiful as
a bride prepared to meet her husband. I heard (/ loud voice fro m the throne
cry out: "This is God 's dwelling among humanity. He shall dwell with them
and they shall be His people and He shall be their God who is always with
them. He shall wipe every lear from their eyes. and there shall be no more
death or mourning. crying out or pain, for the f ormer world has passed
away." The one who sal on the throne said to me, "See, I make all things
new!" (Rev 2 1:1-5).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
As you reflect on the plan of God to restore and renew the world and to make
it a place of peace, love, happiness, and j ustice, do you have any thoughts
about how this might affect your life? Do you think that you , like Saint Paul,
might have a role to play in restoring and renewing the lives of those with
whom you live and work, and especially in the world of youth and of the
poor ?
Think about the world in which you live. Try, in you r mind now, to walk
along its streets, along the corridors of its schools, and among its families.
What are its joys? What are its sorrows? What invitation does this world
make to you? How does God speak to you in the hopes and the sorrows of
the people of this world ?
How is God calling and leading you to be an instrument of His ongoing recreation and renewal of the earth and of all humanity in Christ?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Toda y
Has anyone thing particul arly stirred in you during this time in prayer? What
response, if any, to Christ and God's movement in you do you feel inclined
to make today?
Try to make j ust one resolution now to involve yourse lf in and to make a
contribution to the building up of a society of love and justice here in the
place where you are.
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People of Hope
Jesus Christ...is your glory, the motive of your hope, and the promise of your
happiness (Meditation, N" 40.3).

First Movem ent
I.

Take a few minutes to recollect yourself in silence and to be aware of the
power of God 's living and loving presence which flows ou t from the very
core of your bein g.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope (Rm
15:13).
2.

Now offer yourself in patient confidence into the hands of this loving God to
do, as far as you are able, whatever God and your ministry requires .

For you, 0 Lord, are my hope, my trust, 0 Lord, from my youth (Ps
71 :5).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Myst ery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read the following scripture passages a few times slow ly. Wh at word or
wo rds especially catch your attenti on? Let these words gradually draw you
further into the unfolding of the mystery of God's love at work in the world.

• Through Our Lord Jesus Christ. we have obtained access to this grace in
which we stand; and we rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory of God. More
than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance. and endurance produces character. and character produces hope.
and hope does not disappoint us, because God 's love has been poured out into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us (Rill 5:2-5).
• I theref ore. a prisoner fo r the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling co which you have been called. with all lowliness and meekness. with
patience. fo rebearing one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit. just as we were
called to the one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of us all. who is above all and in all. Grace
was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift (Eph 4:1-7).
4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
How in your life and in your work do you experience yoursel f to be a sharer
in the glo ry of God?
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For what and in whom have you placed your hope ? How does this manifest
itself in the way you daily live your life?
In what ways have you had to suffer for Jesus in your ministry? What does
your bel ief in and your ministry on behalf of the gospel cost you?
What graces and gifts have been given to you for the building up of Chr ist's
body?
Have you truly set your hope on the living God? Is it with and for Him that
you toil and strive (I Tim 4: 10)?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Take a few minutes to think back over this brief time you have spent in
prayer. What sentiments stirred within you? To what is God inviting you in
Christ?
What would have to change in your life if you were to be free enough to be
the fullness of that new person, full of hope, that God has des tined you to be?
What are the obstacles to this chan ge?
Pause for a few minutes and thank God for the graces of this time spent with
Him in prayer.
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A Daily Offering of Self (1)
The obligation you have to instruct children and bring them up in the spirit of
Christianity should make you very assiduo us in prayer, in order to obta in from God
the graces you need to carry out your work well and to draw upon yourselves the
light you must have to know how to form Jesus Christ in the hearts of the children
who are entrusted to your guidance, and give them the spirit of God. Realize that to
fi ll yourself with God as much as you should in the state in which Providence has
placed you, you are obliged to converse f requently with God (Meditation, N" 80.2).

First Movement
I.

Pause for a few minutes to quiet yourself and to remember that God is, even
in this very moment, present to you.
•
•
•
•

2.

in all of Creation, everywhere around you
in your very self, keeping you alive
in the midst of those with whom you are praying
in the Eucharist

Ask for the graces necessary to understand better what God's will is for you
and that you might give yourself wholeheartedly to a more consc ious
accomplishment of this will...to God's plan.
I consecrate myself entirely to you to procu re you r glory as far as I
am able and as you will require of me (John Baptist de La Salle,
1694).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God' s Love at Work in the World
Read today 's gospel a few times slowly. What word or words especially
catch your attention? Listen to what is being said; watch what happens ; try
to become part of the Mystery; lovingly contemplate Jesus and your
relationship with Him.

Today's Gospel

4.

Reflect on the Mystery of God's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Does today's gospel have any relevance to your life?
Are you willing to allow God to become flesh in you and, through you, to
touch the lives of your students?
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How does this text invite you to be more faithful to the ministry of the human
and Christia n educa tion of youth?
How do you try to share the message of this gospel with those with whom
you live and work...with those who have been entrusted to your care?

Third Movement
5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
Where is the Spirit drawing you to sacrifice yourself today that others might
have a happier, fuller, holier, and more love-filled life?
Take a few minutes now to thank God for this time you have spent in prayer
and to re-offer yourself, as for as you are able , to the accomplishment of
God's will...God's plan.
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A Daily Offerin g of Self (2)
Since you are entrusted with the instruction of others, you should endeavor to
become competent in the art of speaking to God. about God, and f or God; but rest
assured that you will never be able to speak to your students in such a way as to win
them to God. until you yourself have learned to speak to God and about God
(Meditation, N° 64.2).

First Movement
I.

Pause for a few minutes to quiet yourself and to remember that God is, even
in this very moment, present to you.

•
•
•
•
2.

in the Word of God
in you by God's grace at work in your life
in the Chapel as God 's dwelling place
in the young and the poor

Ask for the graces necessary to understand better what God's will is for you
and that you might give yourself wholeheartedly to a more conscious
accomplishment of this will...to God's plan.

I adore in all things the will of God in Illy regard (John Baptist de La
Salle, 1719).

Second Movement
3.

Contemplate the Mystery of God's Love at Work in the World
Read today's gospel a few times slowly. What word or words es pecially
catch you r attenti on? Listen to what is being said; watch what happens; try
to become part of the Mystery; lovingly contemplate Jesus and your
relationship with Him.

Today's Gospel

4.

Reflec t on the Mystery of God 's Love at Work in Your Own Life
Does today 's gospel have any relevance to your ministry?
What role does Jesus have in your life? How doe s His presence in yo ur life
affec t your students?
How does this text invite you to be more faithful to the ministry of the human
and Christian education of youth?
106

How do you try to share the message of this gospel with those with whom
you live and work...with those who have been entrusted to your care?

Third Movement

5.

Resolve to Be More Open to the Spirit Who Works in and through You Today
If you chose to allow this scripture to come alive in you now, what would
have to change in your life? What are the obstacles to this change?
Take a few minutes to express your gratitude for the goodness of God in
having chosen and sent you as His envoy among the young.
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The Beatitudes
by
Michael Valenzuela, FSC"

Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of God.
Blessed are the weak, for they do not imagine themselves strong without Him.
Blessed are those who have been hurt by life; in their pain they shall cry, "Lord!" and He
will answer, "I am with you."
Blessed are those who are lonely; you shall rest your head on Jesus' breast.
Blessed are those whom suffering breaks; God's tears shall wash their wounds .
Blessed are the helpless; they remind us we should love.
Blessed are those who fail; Christ crucified is their prize.
Blessed are the useless; they shall be called God's children.
Blessed are you when you know that your ingratitude has killed all joy in life; your eyes
shall be opened to God's gifts.
Blessed are those who know their lovelessness; Love Himself shall fill them .
Blessed are those who know their sinfulness; God enfolds them in His loving arms.
Blessed are the simple-minded; they do not hide God behind words.
Blessed are the open-handed. When they receive, they shall say, "Blessed be the Lord who
gives His unworthy servant more than one can ever deserve," and when it is taken
from them, they shall say, "Blessed be the Lord who makes me grace's poor cup from
which the thirsty may drink and be blessed."
Blessed are those who drive themselves with unrealistic demands and expectations; their
hearts true longing has already been given them.
Blessed are the unloved, the unwanted, the forgotten and rejected; it is for them that Jesus
comes.
And blessed are you who know that you are not poor in spirit; you know your need for God's
grace and that is the gateway to His Kingdom.
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