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Introduction & Explanation

Morning Prayers

The ten morning prayer services that have been prepared for our use during the Buttimer
Institute of Lasallian Studies in 2008 améentionally of a similar formane that

closely parallelshe triple movement of the method of Lasallian interior payer. For

those who are interested, a brief explanation of this method has been included with these
prayer services.

Each prayer service begins with a monietite first movementi in which we spend

some time fArecalling t htheripsorgsteerwords ofonhichGod . o0 V
recal |l Goddés presence, or with a brief sung
Each prayer service then invites us to spend
i d e nitthetsecand movementNormally, two related readings are piaed to assist

in this reflection; and we recite together an antiphonal response between the two

readings. An art image often accompanies one or other of the readings, and a brief pause

for quiet reflection is proposed after the second reading.

Each prayeservice concludes with some timé¢he third movementi spent
Arecommitting to Lasallian mission. o Thi m o

and here we are invited to share aloud our prayers of praise, thanksgiving, pardon, or

petition afterther@d er i nvi tes: H@AFor whom or for what

have the common recitation of a closing prayer; and each of these prayers, which we say
together and by association with fellow Lasallians, asks for divine assistance and is an
expressiorof our recommitment to the Lasallian educational mission. A very slight

pause at the end of each line of the prayer would keep the closing prayer from being
rushed and add to a more prayerful and reflective conclusion of our time together as a
communitygathered in the presence of God.

Evening Prayers

The ten evening prayer services that have been prepared for our use during the Buttimer
Institute of Lasallian Studies in 2008 are, alatentionally of a similar format

Each begins with aall to worship; and one of three different Lasallian beginnings or
Acal |l s t o pr ay eachoevehiagsOndfecases on Goe,dvhdfessherd
andguide onefocuses on Jesuswho is pesent inour midst and one focusesn the
Spirit of propheticjustice who enlivens us for mission.

Each invites us to consider one or other aspect of disciplegla@nteringon a recent
deceased personage reflection on amodern iconi who embodies some aspect of



gospel living An image of the person accomparties payer serviceas is a reading
from the writings of that persoifhe readings focused and not too long

The prayers, which come at the end of a long day and after an evening spent in study and
discussion together, amgtentionally kind of reflective antheditative rather than wordy

or interactive Somerecorded instrumental music will be played after the readingd

this quiet music will last for about three to fimenutes A question is provided as a

possible stimulus tpersonal reflection during thgiet that follows the reading.

Each concludes with the common recitation ofasing prayer, and each of these

prayers, which we say together and by association with fellow Lasallians, asks for divine
assistance and is an expression of otmormitmen to the Lasallian educational

mission. A very slight pause at the end of each line of the prayer would keep the closing
prayer from being rushed and add to a more prayerful and reflective conclusion of our
time together as a community gathered in thegmes of God.
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Some of the prayer services are adaptations of prayers that were prepared by others. For
example, AAmMbassadors and Ministers of Jesus
Christian, 0 ALet t hefl S&heiilndgr eann dC oBnhee stsoi nMye , Yoo ua
are, with minor adaptations, materials prepared by Brother Nicholas Hutchinson and

Brother Damian Lundy fowalk in My Presence: A Book of Prayer Services and

Resources, Vol. @reat Britain, 1996).

Please note thatehprayer services are a werkprogress, and sono@nsideration is
being gven to revise them and to prepare similar prayer services at some time in the
future.



A Life for Others

Recalling the Presence of God

1. Opening Prayer

Leader: Let us remember é
All: that we are in the holy presence of God.
2. Song ACome to thevsW&#¥er o

COME TO THE WATER

Jakn Foley, 5.1,
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1. O let all who thirst, let them come to the
2. And let all who seek, let them come to the
3 And let all who toil, let them come to the
4, And let all  the poor, let them come to the
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1.wa - ter. And let all  who have noth-ing,
2. wa - ter, And let  all  who have noth-ing,
3. wa - ter, And let  all who are wea-ry,
4. wa - ter. Bring the ones who are lad - en,
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1. let them come to the Lord: with-out
2. let  them come to the Lord: with-out
3. let them come 1o the Lord: all who
4, bring them all 10 the Lord: bring the
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1. mon-ey, with-out price. Why should you pay the
2. mon-ey, with-out strife. Why should you spend your
3. la - bor, with-out rest How can  your soul find
4. chil-dren with-out might. Eas - v the load and
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1. price, ex-cept for the Lord?
2. life, ex-cept for the Lord?
3. rest, ex-cept for the Lord?
4. light: ¥ come to the Lord.

Tent: Isaiah 55:1.2; Matthew 11:2208-30. Text and music © 1978, John B. Foley, 5. and Mew Davwen Music,
Published by OCF Publications, All rights reserved,



Reflecting on Qur Lasallian Identity

3.

A Reading from the Writings of Archbishop Oscar Romero

AWe have continuously to repedaderf, alt hou
6no to violence, yes to peace. 0

AMy | i fe has been threatened many ti mes
of my people and a testimony of hope for the future. A bishop will die; but the

Church of God, which is the people, will never perishd n 6t bel i eve i n
without resurrection. They can kill me, but they cannot kill the voice of

justice. If they kill me, I will rise again in the Salvadorian people.

AChrist invites us not to fear persecut
sisters, vimoever decides for the poor must endure the same fate as the poor;
and in El Salvador we know what the fate of the poor really mietms

di sappear, to be tortured, to be i mpris
Brief Reflective Pause [about 20 seconds]
OurResponse from the Writings of Archbishop Oscar Romero

All: If they kill me,

I will rise again.

Side One:  This is what we are about:
we plant seeds
that will one day grow.
We water seeds already planted,
knowing that they hold future promise.

Side Two:  We lay foundations
that will need further development.
We provide yeast
that produces effects beyond our capabilities.

Side One:  We cannot do everything,
and there is a sense of liberation
in realizing that.

Side Two:  This enablessito do something,
and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete,
but it is a beginning.



6.

Side One: lItis a step along the way,
an opportunity for Godds grace
to enter and do the rest.

All: If they kill me,
| will rise again.

A Readi mgHafr di Wears in Vietnamo by Brot

AThe situation in my country turned tra
the communists took over our government, all the private schools were closed

€ | was given t hi rdghgrefact, IWidenlygen ththée ent i on,
first six months, everything went quite well. | was put in a dungeon without

light, with handcuffs and shackles around my feet; and as | had nothing else to

do, | divided my time between sleep and prayer. After thaasl thansferred

to several different prison camps; and during the first seven years, | lived in

the biggest camp in the south of Vietna
prisoners there on hard labor. They included young illiterate criminals. This

got me reallythinking: could | honestly do nothing to help them? However,

study and teaching were strictly forbidden; and a reign of terror ensured that

the regulation was not usually broken. But | had to do something; so very

much on the quiet, | began to live my bHgn vocation as a teacher.

AWalls have ears, though; and several t
solitary confinemeni first for a month and then for longer periods. My

friends é would say, 6Dondét forget that
your self into trouble. 6 But my Lasallian
criminals simply grew under pressure, a
this Lasallian spirit which gave me the courage to make the effort to live in

joy under the most wretchedo condi ti ons. 0O

A Brief Pause for Quiet Reflection [about 2 or 3 minutes]

Our Response

O Lord, I Adore You

Antonio Botana FSC
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O Lord, I a - dore youw all of my life you have puided my jour - ney.



Recommitting to Lasallian Mission

9. Intercessory Prayer
Reader: That we might have the graces necessary to suffer with
patience the difficulties we have to endure, wp r ay €
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: That we might have the courage to live with Lasallian zeal
our holy ministry of educati on,
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: For whom or for what else shall we pray?

[Response: Lord, hear our prayg
10.  Closing Prayer
Leader: And in conclusion, let us join together in saying this prayer:

All: O good and loving creator God,
we offer you the whole of this day.
Let all our prayer, work, joy, and suffering
join with the lives offered to you
by the whole People of God
and especially with Jesus, your son and our brother.

Let your Spirit be with us today,

in all that we do on behalf of the gospel.

And we entrust to your loving concern

our families, our loved ones,

and all those with wom we live and work. Amen.

Leader: St. John Baptist de La Salle,
All: pray for us.

Leader: Live Jesus in our hearts,

All: forever.



Call to Worship

Leader:

All:

Brother John Johnston

Almighty and evetloving God,our Shepherdnd Guidewe are
exhorted ly St. John Baptist de La Salte,be shepherds to those
Afentr ust e dAs elight thig candlésonmeone steps
forward to light the candlg)nay it remind us of our call to be

loving and caring older brothers and sisters to those with whom we
work. And so, |l et us remember é

That we are in the holy presence of God.

A Reflection on a Modern Icon

Reader:

Brother John Johnston, former
Superior General, died of cancer in
Memphis in October 2007. The
following words from a letter he
wrote wereused in the homily
delivered at his funeral.

AThree years ago
of spending four weeks with young
Brothers of the
The novicesodo ret
beautiful center several hours from
Nairobi. The feature that most
impressed me about the center was
the outdoor, lifesizedWay of the
Cross ThisWay of theCrossé
includes not only the traditional
stations, but also an additional eleve

or twelve €& representing scenes

AOne of t h eticutatneoved rmenprofoundly, So much

so that | returned to it every afternoon of the retreat. The station
commemorates Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane the night before
he died. Jesus is on his knees, holding an oversized cup, the cup
that represents fdrim the will of God in his regard, the cup the

Fat her is asking him to drink &

is possible. Take this cup away from me. But let it be as you, not I,
woul d have i1itéb

N



ADrinking the cup | eadmdanj@stus t o t h

does not leave him.Hehout s, O6My God, my God, \

forsaken me?6 We know, however, tha

feeling of abandyoensnbe ntto awhda tc rhii ess Foau

permitting to happen to him é

ATo be a diistelivepnithearms butstietclsed, 81 an

attitude of O0Oyes6 to whatever God w

Fat her as Jesus did and to cry out,

pass by, but | must drink it, your
1 How am I to live my life intgionally with arms
outstretched, in an attitude of
wills?

Pause for Quiet Reflection [for 3 to 5 minutes]

Instrumental Music

Closing Prayer

Leader:

All:

Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

from Brothers Nicholas Hutchinson and Damian Lundy in
Walk in My Presence

As our time of prayer draws to a close, let us be of one mind and
one heart as we pray:

Loving God,

we ask you to bless us and to bless all to whom you send us.
Inspire us with your Spirit

and enable us to live the gospel more authentically
that wemay be credible witnesses of your love

and ambassadors of Jesus, your Son.

May your power shine through our weakness,
since we are earthen vessels.

In our affliction, let us never be crushed,;

in our doubts, never despair;

in temptation, never be destroyed.

May our weaknesses become your opportunities,
and inspire us always to praise you. Amen.

St. John Baptist de La Salle,

pray for us.

Brother John Johnston, model of gospel living,
inspire us.

Live Jesus in our hearts,

forever.

1C



To Say

Recalling the Presence of God

A

Yes0O to God Changes

1. Sung: i L as a l[atranged byBronGeorgea/aniGaeken, F$C
Slowly
. Cantor: Al
* ., o = % 85 3§ 8 s 3
Let us re-mem-ber: || We are in the ho - ly pre-sence of God.
$ﬁ = O S— - A— — — * = - =

Reflecting on our Lasallian Identity

2. A Reading

fi 1 n

from the Gospel of Luke 1:288

t menthsthexangdl Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of
David, and the virgindés name wa

favored onel

her

6Do not

said to her

for

not hing

s M

ary.

T h e sheavasgyreatlystrovbledabhwhatwas. 6 Bu't
said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to

be afraid, Mary, f
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall namddsus. He
will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of
Jacob foreve
angel cadHa Wi s

r,

and of his kingd
be, since | have

in reply, O6The Holy
Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the child to be born will be called
holy, the Son of God. And behgl8lizabeth, your relative, has also conceived
a son in her old age; and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren;

Wi

[ be i mpossible

or

om
no
Sp

for

handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me accordingtoyo wor d . 6
angel departed from her.o

t he

3. Brief Reflective Pause

4. Our Response

All:

[about 20 seconds]

from the Gospel of Luke 1:465

Blessed is the Virgin Mary
who bore the Son of the Eternal Father.

11

you h

ther e

irit

God.
Then



Reader: My soul glorifies the Lord.
My spirit rejoices in God, my savior.

All: Blessed is the Virgin Mary
who bore the Son of the Eternal Father.

Reader: He looks on his servant in her nothingness;
henceforth, all ages will call me blessed.
The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy is his name!

All: Blessed is the Virgin Mary
who bore the Son of the Eternal Father.

Reader: His mercy is from age to age
on those who fear him.
He put forth his arm in strength
and scatters the prodgkarted.

All: Blessed is the Virgin Mary
who bore the Son of the Eternal Father.

Reader: He casts the mighty from their thrones
and raises the lowly.
He fills the starving with good things,
and sends the rich away empty.

All: Blessed is the Virgin Mary
who bore the Son of the Eterridther.

Reader: He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy,
the mercy promised to our ancestors,
to Abraham, Sarah, and their children forever.

All: Blessed is the Virgin Mary
who bore the Son of the Eternal Father.

5. An Adapted Readg from FeminineSpirituality by Rosemary Haughton

AThe coming of God into our | ives can hap
be a saint. The attempt to say O6yesbd to C
lives, even if we find this hard to undergdaie works there; he becomes

available in us to others who are wanting him. This even happens, sometimes, to

people who do not believe.

12



AThink for a moment of Mary, the Mother o
6yes. 6 Thi s wo ma ngthatavasdyoing yoetmardge helowhaedifme t hi n
and the |ives of others. She didnét know

she said 6yes,d and with this 6éyesd Mary
as Jesus, our Savior and Lord. We know that sometireyolutionary

i mportance and on a cosmic scale happened
messenger. But we can never understand how she felt.

AThis same t hing HhHenpmpents,sshehn@odseadsi n many | i
messengers into our lives, and their invitation is accepted or rejected. It happens

13



to a person needing comfort or help, perhaps an irritating person, at a busy

moment. Or something beautiful flower struggling to grow amongty

concrete, or a sunset, the turniof a chil
something which demands a response to the glory of the Spirit in the world, only

we often prefer not to see it for it disturbs our comfortableness. Or perhaps some
humiliation comes, we feel neglected, tied to a dull, thankless job, or we lose a

friend, or an opportunity, and again the invitation is to let the experience in, let it

work and grow. Whatever it is, it asks that we let the experience take us over,

changing 8, making us living and helping us grow.

AAnd so, as you surrender to this experie
doing in you, remember the woman Mary who
profound manner. And so, with a sense of extraordinary reldssevery,

companionship, find yourself saying: Hail Mdryull of grace, the Lord is with

youi and with me, in my way, and so, blessed are we. Pray for me now, because

now | 6m beginning to know what you Kknew.
bringitt o bi rth. o

6. A Brief Pause for Quiet Reflection [about 2 or 3 minutes]
Recommitting to Lasallian Mission
7. Intercessory Prayer
Reader: In thanksgiving for those persons and events that have

fostered positive change and growth in our lives and for the
enouragement and support to keep

and to |ife, we praye
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: In thanksgiving for the many ways, both small and great, in

which we have been instruments and agents of positive
change and growth in the live$ others, especially in the
lives of our students and our Lasallian colleagues, we

prayé
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: For whom or for what else shall we pray?

[Response: Lord, hear our prayer.]
8. Closing Prayer
Leader: And in conclusion, let usjn together in saying this prayer:

All: Hail Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with you.

14



Blessed are you among women,

and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus;
holy Mary, mother of God,

pray for us sinners

now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Song: ALet the River Flowo by Darrell

Let the poor man sa"l am rich in Him."
Let the lost man say, "I am found in Him."
Let the river flow.

Let the blind man say, "l can see again."
Let the dead man say, "l am born again."”
Oh let the river flow; oh let the river flow.

Let the river flow; let the river flow;
Holy Spirit come; move in power.
Let the river flow; let the river flow.
Holy Spirit come; move in power.
Let the river flow; let the river flow;
Let the river flow.

© 1995 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing
Words and Music by Darrell Evans

Leader: St. John Baptist de La Salle,

All: pray for us.

Leader: Mary, Queen and Mother of Christian Schools,
All: pray for us.

Leader: Live Jesus in our hearts,

All: forever.

15



Call to Worship

Leader:

All:

Blessed heresa of Calcutta

Lord Jesus, St. John Baptist de La Sadejinded us that we could
Aconsider God pr esembecduseyduhe pl ace
promi sed that Awhere two or three a
name,thereamlinhe mi dst of themo (Mt 18: 2
candle(someone steps forward to light the candiey it remind

us ofyour abiding presence in our midst each time that we gather
inprayerAnd so, | et us remember é

That we are in the holy presenmfeGod.

A Reflection on a Modern Icon

Reader:

For over forty years, Mother
Theresa ministered to the poor
sick, orphaned, and dying. The
following is an adaptation, in
her own words, of a prayer by
St. Francis of Assisi.

AMake us worth
sene our fellow men [and
women] throughout the world
who live and die in poverty and
hunger. Give them, through ou
hands, this day their daily
bread, and by our
understanding love give peace
and joy.

ALord, make me a channelishatfed your pe
I may bring love; that where there is wrong, | may bring the spirit

of forgiveness; that where there is discord, | may bring harmony;

that where there is error, | may bring truth; that where there is

doubt, I may bring faith; that where theraespair, | many bring

hope; that where there are shadows, | may bring light; that where

there is sadness, | may bring joy.

ALord, grant that | may seek rather
to understand than to be understood; to love than to be lfwrad;

is in forgetting self that one finds; it is in dying that one awakens to
eternal i fe. Amen. o

16



Pause for Quiet Reflection

Instrumental Music

Closing Prayer

1 How might | be an active agent of faith, harmony, joy,
hope, and forgiveness in my ministry?

[for 3 to 5 minutes]

from St. Francis of Assisi

Leader: As our time of prayer draws to a close, let us be of one mind and
one heart as we pray:

All: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;

where

there is hatred, let me sow love;

when theres injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

and where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that | may not so much seek

to be consoled as to console;

to be understood, as to understand,
to be loved a$o love;

for it is in giving that we receive,

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying [to ourselves]

that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

Leader: St. John Baptist de La Salle,

All: pray for us.

Leader: Blessed Mother Theresa of ICatta, model of gospel living,
All: pray for us.

Leader: Live Jesus in our hearts,

All: forever.

17



Let the Children Come to Me

Recalling the Presence of God
1. Opening Prayer

Leader: Let us remember é
All: that we are in the holy presence of God.

2. Song Refrain Sung Together A Ev e r y d hyBeradettedarrell

Earthts creator, Hope of all hopes, Flameeternal...
Everyday God O Spirit,

Loving Maker, Light of all lights, Word of gladness...
O Jesus comebe with us Word of mercy...
You who shaped us, Word of friendship...

O Spirit, In our resting... Word of challenge...
Recreate us. In our risihg...
comebe with us In our hoping... Gentle father...
In our waiting... Faithful brother...
In your presence, Tender sister...
Everyday God In our dreaming... Loving mother...
We are gathered. In our daring...
O Jesus In our searching... Our beginning...
You have called us In our sharing... Our unfolding...
O Spirit, God of laughter... Our enduring...
To restore us. God of sorrow... Journey's ending...
come be with us Home and shelter...
Strong and patient... Alleluia...
Life of all lives, Now andalways...
Everyday God Way of freedom... Alleluia...
Love of all loves, Star of morning... Through all ages
O Jesus Timeless healer...

Reflecting onOur Lasallian Identity
3. A Reading From the Writings oCardinal Hume

Aln Auschwitz | was particularly moved by pictures of old men, women and
children huddled together in fear, and naked. The sigh¢aple stripped of their
clothes, and thus too of their dignity, haunts me still. There was a kind of
blasphemy in what had been done, for the human body is an icon of that beauty
which preexists in God, and is the prototype of all that we value andradAs |
wandered round those terrible huts, horrified and ashamed at the crimes which
had been perpetrated in our time, | was suddenly struck by a picture of young
people, boys, and girls, healthy, strong and cheerful. Beneath the picture | read:

18



d freed Germany from the stupid and degrading faof conscience,
mo r a | We will tréin young people before whom the world will
tremble. | want young people capable of violehceperious, relentless,

A

cruel . 06

filt bears the name of Adolf Hitler. It quotation which expresses all that is
opposed to a religious and caring attitude to life and to our fellow hbeiags.
It calls for violence (the opposite of gentleness andrsstfaint), for
imperiousness (the opposite of humility and service)cifoelty (the opposite
ofkndnhess and human solidarity) e

AAuschwitz represents the horror of a society from which God and the values of
the gospel have been consciously excluaed.

. Brief Reflective Pause [about 20 seconds]
. Our Response From Walkin My Presence, #gage 460)

Side One:  Grant me, O God, the heart of a child,
pure and transparent as a spring;
a simple heart which never harbors sorrows;
a heart glorious in seBerving
and tender in compassion.

Side Two:  Grant me a heart that faithful and generous,
which will never forget any good
or bear a grudge for any evil.

Side One:  Make me a heart gentle and humble,
loving without asking any return,
largehearted and undaunted,
which no ingratitude can sour
and no indifferace can weary;

Side Two: A heart penetrated by the love of Jesus;
a heart whose desire will only be satisfied in heaven.
Grant me, O God,
the mind and heart of your dear Son.

. Reading From The Dary of Anne Frank

iltés really adtwocdeppedaal I hyviedheal s bec
absurd and impossible to carry out. Yet | keep them, because in spite of
everything | stildl beli eve that people ar

up my hopes on a foundation consisting of confusiisery, and death. | see the
world gradually being turned into a wilderness. | hear the-approaching

19



thunder, which will destroy us, too. | can feel the suffering of millions and yet, if |
look up into the heavens, | think that it will all come righfat this cruelty, too,

will end, and that peace and tranquility will return again. In the meantime, | must
uphold my ideals, for perhaps the time will come when | shall be able to carry
them outo

7. A Brief Pause for Quiet Reflection [about 2 or 3 minugs]
Recommitting to Lasallian Mission
8. Intercessory Prayer
Reader: Lord Jesus, you la entrusted young people to asd you
yourself stand in our midst. Let us honor that trust and lead

these young people to experience your love anel ca
throughourmmi stry with them; we praye

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Help us, Lord, to be good leadensd witnesssfor the
people and the youngsters in our
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: For whom or for what else shall we pray?

[Respons: Lord, hear our prayer.]
9. Closing Prayer
Leader: And in conclusion, let us join together in saying this prayer.

All: God, Qur Father,
Lead us to find delight in our lives each day,
in all the circumstances in which you place us,
and with the people wdm you entrust to us.
Inspire us to seek first your kingdom,
to live joyfully in your presence,
andto grow in your image and likeness.
Empower us with your Spirit
that we may transform ordinary lives
and be credible witnesses of your loyenen

Leader St. John Baptist de La Salle,
All pray for us.

Leader: Live Jesus in our hearts,

All forever.
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Call to Worship

Leader:

All:

Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.

Holy Spirit, source of all wisdom and understanding, our world
needs the kind of educators winothe words of St. John Baptist

de La Sall e, mi

ght Ashine 1ike

we light this candlésomeone steps forward to light ttendle) we
ask you to light up our world and our hearts with the fire of your

propheticustice and we

take a moment t

That we are in the holy presence of God.

A Reflection on a Modern Icon

Reader:

Reverend Matrtin LutheKing,

Jr., was put behind bars in
Alabama as a result of his
contiruous crusade for civil
rights.While injail, he was tk
subject of criticism by somelvo
thoughthi s pr ot eusdt :
unti mely. oKingn r
wrote hisLetter from

Birmingham Jalil

¢  \Wen you have seen vicious
mobs lynch your mothers and
fathers at will and drown your
sisters and lathers at whim;
when you have seen hate filled
policemen curse, kick and even
kill your black brothers and

§ 100 1O @y,
JUSTICS BE Criy
CIFIED & TRUTH

LIS 9

sisters; when you see the vast majority of your twenty million
Negro brothers smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in the
midst of an affluentaciety; when you suddenly find your tongue
twisted and your speech stammering as you seek to explain to your
six year old daughter why she éago to the public amusement

park that has just been advertised on television, and see tears
welling up in her egs when she is told that Funtown is closed to
colored children, and see ominous clouds of inferiority beginning
to form in her little mental sky, and see her beginning to distort her
personality by developing an unconscious bitterness toward white
peoplewhen you have to concoct an answer for a five year old son
who is askingdDaddy, why do white people treat colored people
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so mean@ when you take a cross county drive and find it
necessary to sleep night after night in the uncomfortable corners of
your aitomobile because no motel will accept you; when you are
humiliated day in and day out by nagging signs readirgtedand
&olored when your first name becomésgggerpyour middle

name becomedhoyd(however old you are) and your last name
becomeglohnpand your wife and mother are never given the
respected titléMrs.§ when you are harried by day and haunted by
night by the fact that you are a Negro, living constantly at tiptoe
stance, never quite knowing what to expect next, and are plagued
with inner fears and outer resentments; when you are forever
fighting a degenerating sense@bbodinessi then you will
understandwip we find it difficult to wai

f What is the voice inside of me
Now i s not t he vadceigthat,andi me ? 0 Wh
why do | listen?

Pause for Quiet Reflection [for 3 to 5 minutes]
InstrumentaMusic
Closing Prayer Grail Prayer

Leader: As our time of prayer draws to a close, let us be of one mind and
one heart as we pray:

All: Lord Jesus,
we give you our handsto do your work.
We give you our fedt to go your way.
We give you our eyeisto see as you do.
We give you our tongudsto speak your words.
We give you our minds that you may think in us.
We give you our spits i that you may pray in us.
Above all, we give you our heaitghat you may love, in us,
your Father and all humankind.
We give you our whole selvésthat you may grow in us
so that it is you, Lord Jesus,
who live and work and pray irsuAmen.

Leader: St. John Baptist de La Salle,

All: pray for us.

Leader: Martin Luther King Jr., model of gospel living,
All: inspire us.

Leader: Live Jesus in our hearts,

All: forever.
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The Holy Presence of God

Recallingthe Presence of God
1. Sungd:asaflt | i an [arrangedobgBi.tGearge Wan Grieken, F$C

Slowly
Canior: Alf:

i
i |
T

— e =

i

Let us re-mem-ber: || We are in the ho - ly pre-sence of God
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E = =
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Reflecting on Our Lasallian Identity

2. Reading of a Reflectioby Brother William Manron the painting of Jean
Francois Millet entitted. 6 An g ®1 u(385% u Soi r

AJeanFrancois Millef a French artist of the nineteert@ntury, painted peasant

scenes and little else. This was life as Millet knew it, for he was himself peasant

born; and his paintings refleatgenke quality in his depiction of simple
somewhat woriby-toil fieldworkers.

fiFor example, look at this couglethe painting They are simple farmers. How

humble and respectful they appear in this scene, as they pause in evening prayer

to thank God and #hearth for their daily foodf you look carefully, you can see

thefarof f spire of the church, from whi ch
drawing to a close. The peasant man and w
the man uncovering them, while his wifas been putting them in the basket. As

the tolling of the evening Angelus floats across the fields, they pause and bow

their heads in prayer. The man has droppegihisfork and uncovered his head,

and his wife has clasped her hands devoutly beforeAiehe air seems still and

full of tender sound and color; and we, like Millet, se@orhear the belb.

fViewers often identify with the reverence of these two people, and perhaps even

feel some of the same el evatoinormfarnsddroesf | e
holy presence. I n the here and now of eve
€ with oneds companion €& at the end of

remembrance and hopeful expectation.

AThis practice of pausing and of remembeiggot so different from that
proposed by De La Salle to the first Broteachers. In hiketters he urged
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themtod f t en remind yourself é that you are
is with youj and theCommon RuleandThe Conduct of Schooéxhated them
to pause and to remember €& as they Kk

nel t
the community house €& and é as they enter
each morning é€ or é as they accustomed th
recalling thepresence of God each half hour of the school day.

AWherever we are €é in each place and i n e
empl oyment and the daily events of 1ife &
then, in remembrance and expectation. o
QuickTi meE and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor
are needed to see this picture.
3. Brief Reflective Pause [about 20 seconds]
4. Song Al Will Walk in the Presence of God
by Marty Haugen]
Verse 1: For the love of the oneho has heard my cry:

| will walk in the presence of God.
God has heard my distress and | shall not die:
| will walk in the presence of God.
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Refrain: I will walk in the presence of God,
in the land, in the land of the living,
for the love of the one who has heard my cry:
| will walk in the presence of God.

Verse 2: I n the cords of mypd:death | was tang
I will walk in the presence of God.
Those who seek you in anguish shall not be bound:
I will walk in the presence of God.

Refrain: I will walk in the presence of God,
in the land, in the land of the living,
for the love of the one who hasdnd my cry:
I will walk in the presence of God.

Verse 3: God has raised up my soul from the gates of death:
| will walk in the presence of God.
God has dried all my tears and renewed my breath:
| will walk in the presence of God.

Refrain: I will walk in the presence of God,
in the land, in the land of the living,
for the love of the one who has heard my cry:
I will walk in the presence of God.

Verse 4: What return can | give for the gifts | claim?
| will walk in the presence of God.
Lift the cupof salvation and praise your name:
| will walk in the presence of God.

Refrain: I will walk in the presence of God,
in the land, in the land of the living,
for the love of the one who has heard my cry:
| will walk in the presence of God.

5. A Reading fom the Fourth Lettdny Brother Lawrence of the ResurrectionTime
Practice of the Presence of G{b85)

Al't i s not necessary to be always in chur
chapel of our heart where we can retire from time to time to aomerwith Him,

peacefully, humbly, lovingly. Everyone is capable of these intimate conversations

with God, some more, others less. He knows what we can do. Let us begin.

Perhaps he is only waiting for a single g

6. Pause for QuieReflection [about 2 to 3 minutes]
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Recommitting to Lasallian Mission

7. Intercessory Prayer

Reader: Holy Spirit of God, breathe new life into our hearts so that we may
be open to the word of God in our |
All: Lord, hear our prayer
Reade: Spirit of Jesus, guide us in our vocations, so that we may help
awaken a sense of the divine presence in those to whom we
minister; we prayeé
All: Lord, hear our prayer
Reader: For whom and for what else shall we pray?

[Response: Lord, hear our pray]

8. Closing Prayer From Brot her Ni VhalloihMySrese¢nce c hi nson

#2, p. vi
Leader: And in conclusion, let us join together in saying this prayer:
All: Brother Jesus,

your presence is interwoven
throughout each day of our lives.

As we jourrey with our fellow pilgrims,
touch our hearts and open our eyes
that we may recognize you

walking beside us.

Lead us to live in such a way

that we discover you

in the quietness and in the spaces,
as well as in the busyness

of our lives each day.

Continue to call us your friends

and accompany us to that place
where we shall see our Father, face to face. Amen.

Leader: St. John Baptist de La Salle,
All: pray for us.

Leader: Live Jesus in our hearts,

All: forever.
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Pope John Paul Il

Call to Worship

Leader: Almighty and evetloving God,our Shepherdnd Guidewe are
exhorted by St. John Baptist de La Saltehbe shepherds to those
Afentr ust e dAs elight thig candlésonmeone steps
forward to light the candlg)nay it remind us of our calb be
loving and caring older brothers and sisters to those with whom we
work. And so, |l et us remember é

All: That we are in the holy presence of God.

A Reflection on a Modern Icon

Reader: During World Youth Day 2002, Pope
John Paul 1l addressed thenlaweds of
thousands of young people gathered
with him in Toronto in the following
words.

ADear younigengveopl
millennium opened with two |
contrasting scenarios: one, the sight c
multitudes of pilgrims coming to Rome
during the Great Jubilee to gas |
through the Holy Door which is Christ, |
our Savior and Redeemer; and the
other, the terrible terrorist attack on
New York City, an image that is a sort
of icon of a world in which hostility
and hatred seem to prevail.

fiThe question that arises is dramabn what foundations must we
build the new historical era that is emerging from the great
transformations of the twentieth century? Is it enough to rely on the
technological revolution now taking place, which seems to respond
only to criteria of productity and efficiency, witlout reference to

t he i nsgpintaalddmankid@n or to any universally shared
ethical values? Is it right to be content with provisional answers to
the ultimate questions, and to abandon life to the impulses of
instinct, to fortlived sensations or passing fads? The question will
not go away: on what foundations, on what certainties should we
build our lives and the life of the community to which we belong?
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fié The aspiration that humanity nurtures, amid countless
injusticesand sufferings, is the hope of a new civilization marked
by freedom and peace. But for such an undertaking, a new
generation of builders is needed. Moved not by fear or violence but
by the urgency of genuine love, they must learn to build, brick by
brick, the cityof God withinthe [humankity.

AnAll ow me, dear young people, to co
you: you must be those O6buil der so!
tomorrow. The future is in your hearts and in your hands. God is

entrusting to you th&ask, at once difficult and uplifting, of

working with himinthe buildig of t he ci vilizati on

1 How ready and willing am | to work with God and with
my sister and brother Lasallians in building the
civilization of love?

Pause for Quiet Reflectio [for 3 to 5 minutes]
Instrumental Music
Closing Prayer

Leader: As our time of prayer draws to a close, let us be of one mind and
one heart as we pray:

All: We adore you, Most Holy Trinity;
and we thank you
for the exemplary life of your servaippe John Paul Il.
May his strong faith in your loving providence,
his great love foyou,
and his zeal for the salvation of his neighbor
remain an inspiration for all people.
May we be better motivated
to dedicate our lives and our work
to your greater hwor and glory.
For to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
is duwe all glory, honor and worship,
now and forever. Amen.

Leader: St. John Baptist de La Salle,

All: pray for us.

Leader: Pope John Paul 1l, model of gospel living,
All: inspire us.

Leader: Live Jesus in our hearts,

All: forever.
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Ambassadors and Ministers of Jesus Christ

Recalling the Presence of God

1. Opening Prayer

Leader: Let us remember é
All: that we are in the holy presence of God.
2. Opening Song: #AOpen My Bess8anbusant O
Opren My Eves
Jessse Manibusan
ar
“j‘ ; P — o ——
== =: F 4 4 e T
1. O - pan  my eyas, I.Eb-rEI.- ) Helg mea to gag Warur
2 0- pen my ears, Lerd. Helg mea o hear your
3 0- pan  my heart, Lexrd. Helg me 1o lova like
4. 1 live with - in YOu. Deep in your hearl, O
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- b - |‘|1 'dl-__ I.L - i:l
1. face. O - pan my  eyes, Lord. Help me to
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Text: Based on Mark S852-25 Test and musc © 15968, 1950, jesse Manibu=in
Pubileshed by spiritandsorg com®, a division of QCE, Al rights reserved

Reflecting on Our Lasallian Identity

3. A Readi
(p. 30)

ng
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AGod has chosen and called us é to take
Shepherd, and to do his work. It is our vibma to represent Jesus Christ

hi msel f. I't is no distortion of the Fou
vocationtorepr esent Jesus Christ, to make him
disciples to see him in you, and receive your teaching as if he eaaigng

t hem. 0

AOur charism in the Church is to make 't

Christ a visible and effective reality in the world of education, in the world of
the young. 0O

4. Brief Reflective Pause [about 20 seconds]
5. Our ResponseromStJ ohn Bapt i sNedi@t®n#198.2 Sal | ed s

Side One:  Since you are ambassadors
and ministers of Jesus Christ
in the work that you do,
you must act as representing Jesus Christ himself.

Side Two:  He wants your disciples
to see him in you
and b receive your teaching
as if he were teaching them.

Side One:  They must be convinced
that the truth of Jesus Christ comes from your mouth,
that it is only in his name that you teach,
and that he has given you authority over them.

Side Two: Theyare a letter
which Christ dictates to you,
which you write each day in their hearts,
not with ink, but by the Spirit of the living God.

Side One:  For the Spirit acts in you
and by you
through the power of Jesus Christ.

Side Two:  He helps you cercome
all the obstacles to their salvation,
enlightening them in the person of Jesus
and helping them to avoid
all that could be displeasing to him.
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Side One: In order to fulfill your responsibility
with as much perfection and care
as God regires of you,
frequently give yourself to the Spirit of our Lord
to act only under his influence
and not through any sedieeking.

Side Two:  This Holy Spirit, then,
will fill your students with himself,
and they will be able to possess fully
the Christian spirit.

6. A Reading Fr om Pop eEvahgeli Nuntahdd s

ALet wus, therefore, preserve our fervor
and comforting joy of evangelizing, even when it is in tears that we must sow.

May it mean for u$ as it did for John the Baptist, for Peter and Paul, for the

other Apostles, and for a multitude of splendid evangelizers all through the

Ch ur c h 6 Baninterortentmugiasm that nobody and nothing can

guench. May it be t Amedmagythewdrldogfauy of owur
time, which is searching sometimes with anguish, sometimes with hbe

enabled to receive the Good News, not from ministers of the Gospel whose

lives are dejected, discouraged, impatient, or anxious, but from ministers of

the Gospel whose lives glow with fervor, who have first received the joy of

Christ, and who are willing to risk their lives so that the Kingdom may be

procl ai med and the Church established i

7. A Brief Pause for Quiet Reflection [about2 or 3 minutes]

Recommitting to Lasallian Mission

8. Intercessory Prayer Based on the Writings of De La Salle fraffalk in
My Presence #2
Reader: Lord, in your providential care you have called us to this
ministry. Help us to put to good use the giftsl aaents you
have given us; we prayeée
All Lord, we turn to you in confidence and pray

that your Spirit may come alive in us and transform us
since you have chosen us to do your work.

Reader: Lord, enable us to grow in the spirit of love and prayer,
oftencalling to mind your abiding presence. Inspire us to
join prayer to our efforts for, failing this, our actions will
have little effect; we praye
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All: Lord, we turn to you in confidence and pray
that your Spirit may come alive in us and transform us
sinceyou have chosen us to do your work.

Reader: Lord, enable us to look upon those whom you have

entrusted to us as your children. May we take much more

care over their education than if they were the children of

royalty. May it be evident, by the care w&eaaof them, that

we have a real love for them, a great tenderness toward

them. May we show them much kindness and may love

guide us in all/l our actions; we
All: Lord, we turn to you in confidence and pray

that your Spirit may come alive in us and sfomm us

since you have chosen us to do your work.

Reader: Father, inspire us to build on the affection the young people
have for us to |l ead them to you;
All: Lord, we turn to you in confidence and pray

that your Spirit may come alive in us amdrnsform us
since you have chosen us to do your work.

Reader: For whom or for what else shall we pray?
[Response: Lord, hear our prayer.]

9. Closing Prayer
Leader And in conclusion, let us join together in saying this prayer:

All: Lord, come angbossess me.
Take hold of my faculties.
Immolate my selfishness.
Shape my life according to your ideals.
Impress yourself upon my soul.

Work in me; shine though me.
Make me a light and savior
In union with all the saints

We ask for your leing concern
on our families, our loved ones,
and all those with whom we live and work. Amen.

Leader: St. John Baptist de La Salle,
All pray for us.

Leader: Live Jesus in our hearts,

All: forever.
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Call to Worship

Leader:

All:

Dorothy Day

Lord JesusSt. John Baptist de La Salleminded us that we could
Aconsider God pr esembecduseyduhe pl ace
promi sed that Awhere two or three a
name, there am I in the midst of th
candle(someone steps forward to light the candfeay it remind

us ofyour abiding presence in our midst each time that we gather
inprayerAnd so, | et us remember é

That we are in the holy presence of God.

A Reflection on a Modern Icon

Reader:

DorothyDayis well known for her
social justice work andor having
helpedstart theCatholic Worker
Movement. She believatiat love
hasthe power to change the world.

i Wevere just sitting there talking
when Peter Maurin came in.

We were just sitting thertalking
when lines of people began to
form, saying@/Ne need breadWe
could not say@Go, be thou filledd

If there were six small loaves and :
few fishes, we had to divide them.
There was always bae.

fiWe were just sitting there talking
and people mad in on us. Let
those who can take it, take it. Some moved

out and that made room for more. And somehovwthks
expanded ¢é

A T mmest significant thing about The CatlwoWorker is poverty,
some say.

fiThe most significant thing is aamunity, others sa We are not
alone any more. But the final word is love. At times it has been, in
the words of Father Zossima, a harsh and dreadful thing, and our
very faith in love ha been tried through fire.
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i Weannot love God unless we love each other, and toleve

must know each other. We know Him in the breaking of bread, and
we know each other in the breaking of bread, and we are not alone
any more. Heaven is a banquet and life is a banquet, too, even with
a crust where there is companionship.

fiwe have all kown the long loneliness and we have learned that
the only solution is | ove and that

1 Howam I calledto do more tdovethose in my ministry
and to help bud a commurty that will best serve those
entrusted to mgare?

Pause forQuiet Reflection [for 3 to 5 minutes]

Instrumental Music

Closing Prayer from a Catholic Worker Movement Prayer to Dorothy Day

Leader: As our time of prayer draws to a close, let us be of one mind and
one heart as we pray:

All: Friend and partireof the poor,
guiding spirit for the Catholic worker;
home always open to the unwanted;
early, often lonely, witness
in the cause of peace and conscience;
eloquent pattern of gospel simplicity
Dorothy Day, disciple of the Lord:
may we continue your gifif self to the needy
and your untiring work for peace.

Leader: St. John Baptist de La Salle,

All: pray for us.

Leader: Dorothy Day,model of gospel living,
All: inspire us.

Leader: Live Jesus in our hearts,

All: forever.
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You Are the Ones God Has Chamn

Recalling the Presence of God

1. Sung:AiLasal | i adarrdanged o\Bra Geiorgenvan Grieken, F$C
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Cantor:

All:
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Let us re-mem-ber: || We are in the ho - ly pre-sence of God
rg% = e —————— e
Reflecting on Our Lasallian Identity
2. Reading Fromdéfest vous quéooudqudi ¢thai €hoi si Gbde

A ReflectionOffered by Brother John Johnst@003

fiJohn Baptist de La Salle wanted the Brothers to consider these words on
the first day of their annual retreat. We find the passage in the first of his
Meditations for the Time of Retreameditations he composedthe last

years of his life.

AThe words

chosen.

rhd ars
contemporary translations rendeih e
0

lyiotue rt ehlalty ,er6 ( God) has

p ¥ou are tee,oned he has

AChosen for what? Our Founder answers that question with extraordinary
clarity and with impeccable logic a logic grounded, however, in faith. He
says that God wants every person to know the truth and to be saved. But

itds cl ear

t hat

De L aofd@ humanepersorss. not t hi

H esdalking to the Brothers abole young people they have in their
classes, kids he describesgagor, abandoned, and far from salvation.

f...We can imagine John Baptist de La Salle looking directly into the eyes
of the Brothers and saying to the@rothers, God has givgrousucha
ministry ... you are the ones he has cho8&wud isconfidingto yourcare,

God isentrustingto you, the children and youth that you have in your
schoolsd.ook upon yourselvém s
workers God wants you teepresentlesus Christ to represent to

make Jesuidoving and saving presence a visible and effective reality in

their |

i ves.

hearts and their minds.

He
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fiLasallians, De La Salle addressed these worslsdird foremost to the
Brothers... Today, however, Lasallians, without the slightest hesitation, |
say that John Baptist de La Salle is addressing these words to each of you,
whether you are married, single, member of andiadigiousInstitute,

priest,or Brother of the Christian Schools.

filn total accord with your primary life commitment, look upon yourselves

as Gododés mini s t-workers. Loeakmpoa yurseldlesass, c o
Jesusd presence in the |ivesoof the yo
3. Brief Reflective Pause [about 20 seconds]
4. Song AGod Has Chosen M@énadettedartdl and musi c
Verse 1 God has chosen me, God has chosen me

to bring good news to the poor.

God has chosen me, God has chosen me
to bring new sight to thoseaehing for light:
God has chosen me, chosen me:

Refrain And to tell the world that Gad kingdom is near,
to remove oppression and breakdown fear,
yes, Gods time is near, Gad time is neatr,
God time is near, Gad timeis near.

Verse 2: God has cheen me, God has chosen me
to set alight a new fire.
God has chosen me, God has chosen me
to bring to birth a new kingdom on earth:
God has chosen me, chosen me:

Refrain And to tell the world that Gad kingdom is near,
to remove oppression and breakddear,
yes, Gods time is near, Gdd time is near,
Gods time is near, Gad time is near.

Verse 3: God is calling me, God is calling me
in all whose cry is unheard.
God is calling me, God is calling me
to raise up the voice with no power or choice:
God s @alling me, calling me:

Refrain And to tell the world that Gad kingdom is near,
to remove oppression and breakdown fear,
yes, Gods time is near, Gdd time is near,
Gods time is near, Gdd time is near.
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5. Reading From t he A Me"Gerea €hapef to thenLasalkad
F a mi Cirgudar 465 Rome 2007p. 59)

AThe field of our shared mission I s vast.
respect for life, we have noted in a special way the problems posed by migratory
movements, which agtt many families, the need for a true solidarity among

nations, people yearning for true hope in
the challenge, each according to your age, state in life, and personal convictions.

Do you hear the calls, loud or sike of those for whom you are directly

responsible, with their intellectual, moral, affective, and spiritual needs? We ask

you to continue to respond to these call s

6. Pause for Quiet Reflection [about 2 to 3 minutes]
Recommitting to Lasallian Nksion
7. Intercessory Prayer

Reader: Loving Creator font of love and generosityontinue to fill us with
love and gratitude. Lead us to celebrate your constant goodness to
us we prayeé

All: Lord, hear our prayer

Reader: HeavenlyCreator we bring toyou allour talents and gifts, all our
successes and failures, all the love we have received and given,
andall those to whom we owe a debt of gratitude. May your love
and light continue to inspire us atdremind us that we atthe
people you have chosen we pr ayé

All: Lord, hear our prayer

Reader: For whom and for what elsihdl we pray?
[Response: Lord, hear our prayer.]

8. Closing Prayer Prayer of the Teacher before School
Leader And in conclusion, let us join together in saying this praye
All: You, my God,

are my strength, my patience,

my light, ard my counsel;

it is youwho opens the minds and hearts

of thechildren confided to my care.
Abandonme not to myself for a moment.

For my own coduct and for that of my pupils,
grant me therit of wisdom and understanding,
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Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

the spirit of counsel andrtitude,

the spirit of knowledge and piety,

the spirit of holy fear of you,

and an arddrzeal to procure your glorAmen.

St. John Baptist de La Salle,
pray for us.

Live Jesus in our hearts,
forever.
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Brother James Miller

Call to Worship

Leader: Holy Spirit, source of all wisdom and understanding, our world
needs the kind of educators who, in the words of St. John Baptist
de La Sall e, s gfhar fAaslhli neet erirkiet ysa a(r
we light this candlésomeone steps forward to light ttendle) we
ask you to light up our world and our hearts with the fire of your
prophetic justice; and we take a mo

All: That we are in the holy esence of God.
A Reflection on a Modern Icon

Reader: Brother James Miller was
assassinated in 1982 for his
commitment to poor and
indigenous students. Let us reflect
on our own commitment to the
worl dos oppress:t
these words from a letthe wrote
shortly before his death.

AThe | evel of vi
reaching appalling proportions
(murders, tortures, kidnappings,
threats), and the Church is being
persecuted because of its option f
the poor é Awar
difficulties and riskswe continue

to work with faith and hope and
trust in Godb6s L. v we oo S
personally weary of violence, but | continue to feel a strong

commi t ment to the suffering poor of
knows why He continued to catleto Guatemala when some

friends and relatives encouraged me to pull out for my own comfort

and safety. | have been a Christian Brother for nearly twenty years

now, and commitment to my vocation grows steadily stronger in

my work in Central America. | pray God for the grace anehnsfth

to serve Him faithfully among the poor and oppressed of

Guatemala. | place my life in His providence; | place my trust in

Hi m. o
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1 How ought | to strengthen my level of commitment to
the poor and oppressed people of my school, my city,
and my world?

Pause for Quiet Reflection [for 3 to 5 minutes]

Instrumental Music

Closing Prayer from Thomas Merton iThoughts in Solitude

Leader: As our time of prayer draws to a close, let us be of one mind and
one heart as we pray:

All: My Lord, God, | haveno idea where | am going.
| do not see the road ahead of me.
| cannot know for certain where it will end.
Nor do | really know myself;
and the fact that | think | am following your will
does not mean that | am actually doing so.

But | believe that theasire to please you

does, in fact, please you.

And | hope | have that desire in all that | am doing.

| hope that | will never do anything apart from that desire.
And, | know that if | do this,

you will lead me by the right road

though | may knowothing about it.

Therefore, will | trust you always

though | may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.

| will not fear, for you are ever with me;

and, you will never leave me to face my perils alone. Amen.

Leader: St. John Baptist de La Salle,

All: pray for us.

Leader: Brother James Miller, model of gospel living,
All: inspire us.

Leader: Live Jesus in our hearts,

All: forever.
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The Thirst That Dwells Within

Recalling the Presence of God

1. Opening Prayer

Leader:
All:

2. Song

Let us remember é
that weare in the holy presence of God.

fCome to

CoME TO THE WATER

vshi& 2Wat er 0

Jakn Foley, 5.1,
1 i ’.I JI r £ : 1 1 |8
1 I = I I 1 i}
- - i - o - £ . o ,.d o
1. @ let all who thirst, let them come to the
2 And let all who seek, let them come to the
3 And let all who toil, let them come to the
4, And let all  the poor, let them come to the
%‘f TR ! = 1 I S !
1 1 | 1 = - T 0 1
= | o 1 i ’ 1 i i 1 d:d |
1.wa - ter. And let all  who have noth-ing,
2. wa - ter, And let  all  who have noth-ing,
3. wa - ter, And let  all who are wea-ry,
4. wa - ter. Bring the ones who are lad - en,
M [! — 1
1 T L ) 1
? . I o & [ © = = i
e ' — | !
1. let them come to the Lord: with-out
2. let  them come to the Lord: with-out
3. let them come 1o the Lord: all who
4, bring them all 10 the Lord: bring the
L "
% [ T R EESSiES S S =S
1. mon-ey, with-out price. Why should you pay the
2. mon-ey, with-out strife. Why should you spend your
3. la - bor, with-out  rest. How can  wour soul find
4. chil-dren with-out might. Eas - v the load and
| L, e —— 4
LS . 1 i I“ | | - !ﬂ -."B !
% - F =

1. price,
2. life,
3. rest,
4. light:

ex-cept for the Lord?
ex-cept for the Lord?
ex-cept for the Lord?
v come to the Lord.

Tent: Isaiah 55:1.2; Matthew 11:2208-30. Text and music © 1978, John B. Foley, 5. and Mew Davwen Music,

Published by OCP Publications, Al dghts resernsed,
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Reflecting on Our Lasallian Identity
3. First Reading John 4:614

ATired from his journey, Jesus sat dow
Now a Samaritan woman cametodrawwaaemd Jesus sai d to h
me a drink.d® His disciples had just go
Samaritan woman said to him, OHow is i
Samaritan and a woman, for a drink?d&6 (
withSamarikns. ) Jesus replied, o61f only you
and who it is that is asking you for a drink, you would have asked me; and

| would have given you |iving water .o
have no bucket, and this well is deep; where is {reung water? Are you

greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well after he drank from

it himself, together with his sons and

fnJesus said to her, O0Those who drink o
those who drink of the wat¢hat | shall give will never be thirsty; for the

water that | shall give will become in them a fountain welling up to

provide eternal |ife. do0

4. Brief Reflective Pause [about 20 seconds]
5. Our Response Psalm 63:19
Side One: O God, youare my God, it is you | seek;

for you my body longs and my soul thirsts,
as a dry and weary land without water.

Side Two: Thus have | gazed upon you in the sanctuary,
to see your power and your glory.
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Side One:

Side Two:

Side One:

Side Two:

Side One:

Side Two:

6. Reading

ADonot
And don

Your love is better thalife,

my lips will glorify you.

| will bless you as long as | live,

lift up my hands and call on your name.

As with the richest food my soul will feast;
my mouth will praise you with joyful lips.

When | remembeyou on my bed
| think of you all through the night,
for you have been my help;

| sing in the shadow of your wings.
My soul clings to you,
your right hand upholds me.

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,mal to the Holy Spirit;

As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.

From NnSeWd&lelrs afd Roads:

SisterDolores Aleixandra, RSCJ

be af r aiethirstthat daetiskwithonwnlyeud g e

0t deceive yourselywv

es int

leaders] exempts you from the uncertainties and vulnerability that
throb in the heart of every human being. Change your attitude of being
your sel ves
travel and seekers with those who are seeking. Because only then will
you experience the joyful surprise of being evangelized by the very
people you want to evangelize. Learn how to listen hedtet instead

of preaching and directing so much, become experts in asking

neverend n g

guestions, conversing, and sharing with others that poverty that puts us

6donors, &6 and see

all in the same boat. Because only if you experience your thirst will
you be able to fathom what I learneglitbhe well. The thirsty man who
asked me for water turned out to be the one who quenched my thirst,
and later made me decide to tell everyone in my town about Him.

AAnd precisely because | Kk
across to others thahad met someone who welcomed me without

judging or condemning me. Come celebrate that poverty with me, by
the ledge of the well. It is a poverty that when recognized and related
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to Jesus is not an obstacle to receiving the gift of living water, but the
best chance we have to welcome it and let it burst into eternal Life.

ABut | caution you, be ready. He may
anytime of the day, just when youodre
petty quarrels, or stale traditions bound up witiust or rules. If you

stop to |isten to Him, youdll be wund
will ask you for something i mpl e (6Pl ease give me s
your husbanderéd,, yaudliln rtehteur n h o me

withouta jug,andwitha hi r st youdbve never Kknown
your whole town to Him.Oo

7. Pause for Quiet Reflection [about 2 to 3 minutes]

Recommitting to Lasallian Mission

8. Intercessory Prayer

Reader: For the graces necessary to become experts in asking

guestions, corarsing, and sharing with others as nothing
more than fellowtravelers and brothers and sisters on the
journey, we praye

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: For the graces necessary to remain ready to meet God
anywhere, but especially in the ordinary egent daily
living and in the everyday relationships of our lives, we
prayé

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: For whom or for what else shall we pray?

[Response: Lord, hear our prayer.]

9. Closing Prayer

Leader: And in conclusion, let us join togethiersaying this
prayer:
All Compassionate and merciful God,

conscious as we are of your goodness
we are not afraid to acknowledge
the thirst that dwells within us.

Refresh and renew us, we pray,
with the gift of living water.
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Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

May you be that spng of life welling up within us,
empowering and strengthening us

to embrace the poverty we experienced

with you by the ledge of the well

and to live out our vocation in the world,

with a greater simplicity and openness.

May we never tire of sharingithi ourfellow-travelers
the marvelous wonders of your goodness to us. Amen.

St. John Baptist de La Salle,
pray for us.

Live Jesus in our hearts,
forever.
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Archbishop Oscar Romero

Call to Worship

Leader: Almighty and evetloving God,our Shepherdnd Guidewe are
exhorted by St. John Baptist de La Saltehbe shepherds to those
Afentr ust e dAs elight thig candlésonmeone steps
forward to light the candle)nay it remind us of our call to be
loving and caring loler brothers and sisters to those with whom we
work. And so, |l et us remember é

All: That we are in the holy presence of God.

A Reflection on a Modern Icon

Reader: Oscar Romero, the Archbishop of
El Salvador, served the people
through preaching the Goasl by
his words and action. He was
assassinated in 1980, while he wa
sayingMass in San Salvador, but
his words and his story continue tc
speak the Gospel to us today.

AA Christian col
evangelizedn order to evangelize.
A light is lit in orderto give light.

A candle is not lit to be put under ¢
bushelsaid Christlt is lit and put
up highin order to give lightThat

is what a true community is liké
community is a group of men and
womenwho have found the truth in
Christ and in his gospednd who follow the trutland join together
to follow it more stronglylt is not just an individual conversion,
but a community conversiolft.is a family that believes group

that accepts Godn the group, each one finds that the brother or
sisteris a source of strengtéind that in moments of weakness they
help one anotheaand, by loving one another and believitiggy

give light and example.

fiThe preacher no longer needs to preémhthere are Christians
who preach by their own livebsaid onceand | repeat todahat

if, unhappily, some day they silence our ragio d ttetous rite
our newspapeeach of you who belieyaust become a
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microphonea radio stationa loudspeakenot to talk, but to call
for faith. | am not afraid that our fédd may dependnly on the
archbishops preachingt dond think Idm that importantl believe
that this messag®hich is only a humble echo of Gadword,
enters your heartapt because it is mineut because it comes
from God. o

1 How an | called to preah the Gospel through my
actions?

Pause for Quiet Reflection [for 3 to 5 minutes]
Instrumental Music
Closing Prayer Adaptation of St. John Nepomucene Parish Prayer

Leader: As our time of prayer draws to a close, let us be of one mind and
one heartis we pray:

All: Loving Father,
we turn to you with grateful hearts
for what we have,
and with great anticipation
for what is yet to be.

Bless us with a sense of unity,

a spirit of cooperation,

and generous hearts

as we embrace the responsibilities ahdllenges
that face the Lasallian Family.

Guide us; strengthen us;

bless us with your presence;

and help us serve you faithfully

now and through the ages to come;

and we ask this through Christ, Our Lord. Amen.

Leader: St. John Baptist de La Salle,

All: pray for us.

Leader: Oscar Romero, model of gospel living,
All: inspire us.

Leader: Live Jesus in our hearts,

All: forever.
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Deeply Christian and Deeply Human

Aln order to be deeply Christian, one has
Pierre Teilhad de Chardin

Recalling the Presence of God

1. Sung: A L a s a l[alranged byBron Georgea/aniGaeken, F$C
Stowly
ﬁ e Cantor: Al
= = = ——=—= % % ¥ % s——=

Let us re-mem-ber: We are in the ho - ly pre-sence of God.

=

E-%
L
L
L
L
L
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Reflecting on Our Lasallian Identity
2. Reading From Richard Pring iThe Table{10 October 1992)

ASome year s a gsohpolihBostansnithe Enited Statds.i Theh
headmistress was reading poems she had written when, at the age of eleven (in
Nazi Germany), she had been forcibly separated from her mother and her twin
sister. The students listened attentively to her desaniptiovhat it felt like to be
parted, in the most terrible circumstances, from those she loved.

AWith many new teachers each year, this h
new teachers of what the main driving force behind the school should be. She
wroteto each this letter:

0Dear Teacher, | am the victim of a co
what no one should witness: gas chambers built by learned engineers;

children poisoned by educated physicians; infants killed by trained nurses;

women and babies shatbd burned by high school and college graduates.

So | am suspicious of education. My request is: help your students become

human. Your efforts must never produce learned monsters, skilled

psychopaths, educated Eichmanns. Reading, writing, and arithmeetic a

i mportant only if they serve to make o

AThere Iis something odd about proclai ming
makes those who succeed within it more efficient at that which is evil, or more

able to exploit their felloveitizens, or more adept at pursuing their own interest at

the expense of others.
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AThe most I mportant argument fo
have a distinctive and defensib
more human?060o0

r- the pres
| e answer

3. Brief Reflective Pause [about 20 seconds]

4. Our Response ABeatitudes Ufasalianal28 86127y s o i n

Side One: Blessed are you who are called to teach,
for you walk in the footsteps of the Master.

Side Two: Blessed are you who sow peace
ard harmony in the staffroom:
yours will be the joy of the Lord.

Side One: Blessed are you who plant seeds of hope in youthful hearts,
for you will inherit the dawn.

Side Two: Blessed are you who are sensitive
to the cries of youth today,
for they yarn for the coming of my Kingdom.

Side One: Blessed are you when you share your faith with others,
for your name is written in my heart.

Side Two: Blessed are you who anguish now
because your students are difficult,
for one day they will thank you fo/our loving concern.

Side One: Blessed are you when efficiency is moderated
by compassion and empathy,
for the deeper secret of education is yours.

Side Two: Blessed are you when you reach out to me in your students,
for you will surely find me andejoice.

Side One: Blessed are you who lead young people
in paths of justice and peace,
for you will shine like stars for all eternity.

5. Reading Abridged from a Passage by Claire Elliotfline Month(1991)

Al't was my fir st ttweasaréestofFiorenceirltaly. masonee | ous a
of a crowd of tourists; but my attention was caught by the sight of a tall, elegant

figure, making her way down a narrow, shadowy street. | wondered if she might

be going for a dinner appointment, or if she hagry important job in the city.
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AMy thoughts were disturbed by the noise
this beautiful lady who impressed me with her dignity, in the way she looked

and the way she walkédwa s, i n f act , restsweepersat bi n | ady,
cleaner. Her care for her appearance revealed a great pride in herself. Her self

esteem and happiness came from within, from her own view of her value.

AAnd | knew that Jesus would have noticed
had a wa of building up each individual. Amidst the splendors of the Temple of

Jerusalem, Jesus looked at the generosity and goodness of one poor widow and

gave her his full attention; she had offered to others the very best that she had.

ASchool s angeeopleodeveleplaprueawareness and knowledge of
themselves, and a proper appreciation of their own talents and abilities, in
whatever field. | did not need to know of the examination results or university
successes of the school of this dustbin l&tye glance at her told me that her
parents and her teachers had performed th
6. A Brief Pause for Quiet Reflection [about 2 or 3 minutes]
Recommitting to Lasallian Mission

7. Intercessory Prayer

Reader: In the hope that, by our work and the witness of our
lives, we help all of our students to become truly human and
truly | oving, we praye

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: In the hope that, by our work and by the witness of our

lives, we help young people develop a true awareness and
knowledge of themselves and a proper appreciation of their

own talents and abilities, we pr
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: For whom or for what else shall we pray?

[Response: Lord, hear our prayer.]

8. Closing Prayer By Julia Esquivel of Guatemala
Leader: And in conclusion, let us join together in saying this prayer:
All: Give us, Lord, a vision of our world

as your love would make it:

a world where the weak are protected,

and none go hungry or poor;

a world where the benefits of civilizdife are shared,
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Song:

Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

and everyone can enjoy them;

a world where different races, nations, and cultures
live in tolerance and mutual respect;

a world where peace is built with justice,

and justice is guided by love.

Let your kingdom come

which abolishes athat destroys life in the world,
your kingdom which eradicates within people
all that makes them live less than humanly.

Let your kingdom come,

your kingdom which is freedom and love,
which is sisterhood and brotherhood,
which is righteousness and life,

which is truth and justice.

Give us, Lord, the inspiration and the courage
to build this kingdom,

with you and for you,

through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen.

ALet the River Flowo by

Let the poor man sa"l am rich in Him."
Let the lost man say, "I am found in Him."
Let the river flow.

Let the blind man say, "l can see again."
Let the dead man say, "l am born again."”
Oh let the river flow; oh let the river flow.

Let the river flow; let the river flow;
Holy Spirit come; move in power.
Let the river flow; let the river flow.
Holy Spirit come; move in power.
Let the river flow; let the river flow;
Let the river flow.

© 1995 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing
Words and Music bv Darrell Evans

St. John Baptist de Laalle,
pray for us.

Live Jesus in our hearts,
forever.
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Call to Worship

Leader:

All:

Helen Keller

Lord Jesus, St. John Baptist de La Salle, reminded us that we could

Afconsi der God present in the place
promisedthaa iwher e two or three are gath
name, there am | in the midst of th

candle(someone steps forward to light the candheqy it remind
us of your abiding presence in our midst each time that we gather
inprayer. And so, | et us remember é

That we are in the holy presence of God.

A Reflection on a Modern Icon

Reader: Having brokerthrough the
isolation imposed by a near
complete lack of language with the
help of a quite remarkable teacher
Helen Keller the first deablind
person to graduate from college,
invites the rest of us to open our
eyes and minds and hearts to ee
to really sed the world around us.
AWe differ, Dblirt]
one another not in our senses, but
in the use we makef them, in the
imagination and courage with
which we seek wisdom beyond our
senses é | have wal ked with peopl e
but see nothing in wood, sea or sky, nothing in the city streets,
nothing in books. What a witless masqueradeissgéeing! It were
far better to sail forever in the night of blindness, with a sense and
feeling and mind, than to be thus content with the mere act of
seeing. They have the sunset, the morning skies, the purple of
distanthillsiy et t hei r thsoogh thié enchanteg \eogde
with a barren stare.o
1 Whatis it that life and my ministry are inviting me to
see withan open mind and heart?
Pause for Quiet Reflection [for 3 to 5 minutes]
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Instrumental Music

Closing Prayer

Leader:

All:

Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

from BrotherNicholas Huthinson androther Damian
Lundy inWalk in My Presence

As our time of prayer draws to a close, let us be of one mind and
one heart as we pray:

Loving God,

we ask you to bless us and to bless all to whom you send us.
Inspire us with youBpirit

and enable us to live the gospel more authentically
that we may be credible witnesses of your love
and ambassadors of Jesus, your Son.

May your power shine through our weakness,
since we are earthen vessels.

In our affliction, let us never be cruesth

in our doubts, never despair;

in temptation, never be destroyed.

May our weaknesses become your opportunities,
and inspire us always to praise you. Amen.

St. John Baptist de La Salle,

pray for us.

Helen Keller, model of gospeling,
inspire us.

Live Jesus in our hearts,

forever.

53



Being a Living Expression of the Gospel

Recalling the Presence of God

1. Opening Prayer

Leader: Let us remember é
All: that we are in the holy presence of God.
2. Song AOpen My L B yldsse Marjibusan
Oren My Eves
Jesse Manibusan
dar
“Jm ; P r— C ——
e e e
1. O - pan iy eyes, Lord, ) Help ma o sas  your
2 O -pen ry ears, Lord. Helg ma to hear wyour
3 O-pen ry heart, Lord. Help ma o love  like
d. 1 live wilh - in you. Deep in your hear, O
'y I I F*ﬂ_l
4. T
1. faca. O - pan my  eyes, Lord, Halp me to
2. woice, O - pan my  ears, Lord. Halp me to
3. you. O - pan my  heart, Lord. Halp me to
4, Love. I I wath - in WO Hasl now in
[1. 2. Finai [|% o Bridge
lﬁ 9 E|I - 9 :
1. saa, 3. love.
2. Fear.
4. me.
Bridge E__-=—I
%—ﬁ:ﬁ = = " - i_—'
— I p—

And ihe first  shall be last,

and our eyves are 0 - pened, and we'll

——

hear likenev-er be-lore.

ele_e T T F o F = "

And wa'll Speak In new ways,

and we'll
1 Warps 4

L= 11

F

sea Gods face in plac-es

WEVE NEV - 87 kngwn.

Text: Bamed on Park S20-25 Text and music © 1565, 1958, jesse Manibusan

Pyblshed by spiriardsorg com®, a division of OCP, Al rights rese

Reflecting on Qur Lasallian Identity

3. Reading of a Reflection by Brother William Mann on the Painting of Giovanni

ren

Gagliardi entitledDe La Salle Distributing Bread to the Poor
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filn thedJohn Paul Il Chapéln the Generalatefdhe Brothers of the Christian
Schools in Rome is found a painting 8iovanni Gagliardi entitle®e La Salle
Distributing Bread to the PooOver the years, it has come to be a favorite of
mine.

ADe La Salle is here r eerklishaechSaevdgei n t he n
has called the moment in which De La Sal/l
by the offer of grace to become a Founder
make the gospel not only the starting point of his preaching, but also thé rule o

his |Iife & He became capable of radical d
He used the occasion of a famine to distribute to the needy all of his personal
wealth ¢é It was now their poverty with wh

insecurity inwhichhe nt ended to become a partner. 0

Aln the considerable time spent in medit a
drawn me inexorably into a contemplation of what | see as the heart of De La

Sall ebébs teaching on the vacdtiiomr aoafusa L&ad
a |ively expression of what is written 1in

hidden wisdom of the Good News is, in the deeds that accompany the words of
the teacher, represented and made accessible to students.
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ARTake a f elookanthisimage Notide the boy to the right of De La

Salle. He watches attentively. At the same time that his hunger is satisfied, a

lively curiosity is being awakened. Do you see the young girl? She watches from
behind a mother who is drawing theestion of the child in her lap to the

selflessness of this man. | wonder if the openhanded gentleman at the steps is the
father of this family or if the second Brother, the one at the far left of the painting,

i s concerned about this eveningds meal

néWhel was hungry, you gave me food é6 (M
of fered free of charge and entirely for t
abandonment of the children of the poor i
4. Brief Reflective Pause [about 20 seconds]

5. OurResponse from St. John Bladiation#201.1de La Sal |

All: It is God who has called you,
who has destined you for this work,
and who has sent you to work in this vineyard.

Side One:  You must not doubt
that it is a great gift of Gi
this grace you have been given
to be entrusted with the instruction of children,
to announce the gospel to them,
and to bring them up in the spirit of religion.

Side Two:  But in calling you to this holy ministry,
God demands thabu fulfill it
with an ardent zeal for their salvation,
because this is the work of God
and one is cursed who does this work carelessly.

Side One: Let it be clear, then,
in all your conduct
toward those who are entrusted to you
that you look upon yourselves
as ministers of God,
carrying out your ministry with love

Side Two:  And with a sincere and true zeal,
accepting with much patience
the difficulties you will have to suffer,
willing to be despised by others
and to be persecuted,
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even to give your life for Jesus
in the fulfillment of your ministry.

All: It is God who has called you,
who has destined you for this work,
and who has sent you to work in this vineyard.

6. Reading An Adaptation of tke Ruleof the Brothers#40

Al Lasallians] have always in view the p
gospel and either the direct or indirect service of the poor as the preferred

aspect of their ministry of education. They work directly for

the poo by providing an education for the economically deprived, victims of

social injustice, delinquents, and those neglected by the rest of society. When
[Lasallians] work with students from families that are more or less well off,

they teach them their dutiesdresponsibilities with regard to

sccial justice and charity towamleryone. [Lasallians] give special attention

to their students who have difficulties at school, at hompraiylems

adjusting to society. o

7. A Brief Pause for Quiet Reflection [about2 to 3 minutes]

8. Our Response

O Lord, I Adore You

Antonio Botana FSC
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ney.. O Lord, I a - dore you all of my life you have guided my jour ney
Recommitting to Lasallian Mission
9. Intercessory Prayer
Reader: Help us O God of the pootp challenge ourselves and not

to be afraid to see the poor, alienated, and oppressed in our
own backyards and in the world; weapy é
All: Lord, hear our prayer
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Reader:

All:

Reader:

10.  Closing Prayer
Leader:

All:

Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

Help us O brother Jesu$y follow in the footsteps of our
Founder, who loved yoand lovedhe poor and
marginalized of hislay; we prayé

Lord, hear our prayer

For whom and for what else shalé pray?
[Response: Lord, hear our prayer.]

And in conclusion, let us join together in saying this prayer:

Lord, come and possest.

Take hold of my faculties.

Immolate my selfishness.

Shape myife according to youideals.
Impress yourself on my soul.

Work in me; shine through me.
Make me a light and savior

in union withall the saints

for the glory of the Father.

From your generosity,

Let me learn to keep giving
the world to God,

God to the world,

and mysel to both.Amen

St. John Baptist de La Salle,
pray for us.

Live Jesus in our hearts,
forever.
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Reverend Henri Nouwen

Call to Worship

Leader: Lord Jesus, St. John Baptist de La Sadejinded us that we could
i cons i gresentiGthedlace where we@because you
promi sed that Awhere two or three a
name, there am I in the midst of th
candle(someone steps forward to light the candiey it remind
us ofyour abiding presence in our midst each time that we gather
inprayerAnd so, | et us remember é

All: That we are in the holy presence of God.
A Reflection on a Modern Icon

Reader: Henri Nouwen a Catholic priest,
lived a life dedicated to the
spiritual values of communion and
community as a member bféo Ar ¢
a community that assists
developmentally disabled adultset
us reflect on own commitment to
community as we listen to these
wordsfrom his book entitledCan
You Drink This Cup?

ANot hi ng easyabsulve e
community. Community is a
fellowship of people who do not hide
their joys and sorrows but make thel
visible to each other in a gesture of
hope. In community we sayd. ife is
full of gains and losses, joys and
sorrows, ups and dowdis but we a
not have to live it alone. We want to
drink our cup together and thus celebrate the truth that the wounds
of our individual lives, which seem intolerable when lived alone,
become sources of healing when we live them as part of a
fellowship of mutual care

ACommunity is like a large mosaic. Each piece seems so
insignificant. One piece is bright red, another cold blue or dull
green, another warm purple, another sharp yellow, another shining
gold. Some look precious, others ordinary. Some look valuable,

59



others worthless. Some look gaudy, others delicate. As individual
stones, we can do little with them except compare them and judge
their beauty and value. When, however, all these stones are brought
together in one big mosaic portraying the face of Christ, wh

would ever question the importance of any one of them? If one of
them, even the least spectacular one, is missing, the face is
incomplete. Together in the one mosaic, each stone is indispensable
and makes a unique contribution
community, a fellowship of people who together make God visible

in the worldo

1 What colors do | add to the mosaic of my Lasallian
ministry?

Pause for Quiet Reflection [for 3 to 5 minutes]

Instrumental Music

Closing Prayer

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Source Unknown

As our time of prayer draws to a close, let us be of one mind and
one heart as we pray:

Lord, we thank you for your presence, love,

and guiding hand in our lives.

Help us to grow deeper in our relationship with you

and with one another as a comrtyof faith.

Help us to learn what it means to follow you and serve you.
May we represent you in our workplaces

and in our communities and families.

May we call on you to continue to give us sight,

S0 we may be witnesses of your gospel message.

We pray tlis in your name. Amen.

St. John Baptist de La Salle,

pray for us.

Henri Nouwen, model of gospel living,
inspire us.

Live Jesus in our hearts,

forever.
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Seeing and Blessing Young People

Recalling the Presence of @al
1. Opening Prayer

Leader: Let us remember é
All: that we are in the holy presence of God.

2. Song Refrain Sung Together A Ev e r y d hyBeradettedarrell

Earthts creator, O Spirit, Flame eternal...

Everyday God Light of all lights,

Loving Maker, comebe with us Word of gladness...
O Jesus Word of mercy...
You who shaped us, In our resting... Word of friendship...

O Spirit, In our rising... Word of challenge...
Recreate us. In our hoping...
comebe with us In our waiting... Gentle father...

Faithful brother...
Tender sister...

In your presence,
Everyday God

We are gathered.
O Jesus

You have called us
O Spirit,

To restore us.
come be with us

In our dreaming...
In our daring...

In our searching...
In our sharing...

God of laughter...
God of sorrow...

Homeand shelter...

Loving maher...

Our beginning...
Our unfolding...
Our enduring...
Journey's ending...

Strong and patient... Alleluia...
Life of all lives, Now and always...
Everyday God Way of freedom... Alleluia...
Love of all loves, Star of morning... Through all ages
O Jesus Timeless healer...

Hope of d hopes,

Reflecting on Our Lasallian Identity

3. Reading From AAn Anthology of the Love o
by Evelyn Underhill
AChmiester criticized any but the Orespect e

his thought went like a shaft of delight straight to something he could atimire

the love of the prostitute, the meekness of the publican, the faith of the centurion,
the confidene of the penitent thidf all things which irradiate and save humanity.
Love |l ooks for those f givesusrresisahatdnhsn e
presence, we are bound to loveot to criticizeo

reasao
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4. Brief Reflective Pause [about 20 seconds]

5. Our Response From De MaditaBamsl#10& & #134 and from the
Gospel of Luke

All: Show much kindness and love
for the young people entrusted to you,
and build on their affection for you
to lead them to God.

Side One:  People brought little ctdren to him,
for him to touch them;
but when the disciples saw this
they turned them away.

Side Two:  But Jesus called the children to him and said:
AfLet the children come to me,
and do not hinder them;
for it is to such as these
that the kingdom of Godbeo ngs . 0

SideOne: Al tell you sol emnly:
anyone who does not welcome the kingdom of God
like a little child
wi || never enter it.o
SideTwo: AAnyone who welcomes this |little ch

in my name welcomes me;

and anyone who welcomes me,

welcomes the One who dene.

For the least among you all

is the one who is the greatest. o

All: Show much kindness and love
for the young people entrusted to you,
and build on their affection for you,
to lead them to God.

6. Reading From the Writings of Ronald Rolheiser, OMI

fiTo Geally seésomeone, especially someone who looks up toigdo, give that
person an important blessifg.a gaze of recognition, of understandimgan
appreciative look, there is deep blessi@fen, it is not so importarthat we say
much tothose for whom we are significamyt it is very important that we see
them.
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7.

i &ood kings and queens see their peagded parents see their kidgod
teachers see their studergepd priests see their parishiongyspd coaches see
their playersgood executives see their employem, in really good restaurants,
the owner comes around to the tables and sees his or her cusiothérs
customers are, without being able to explain vgmgieful that the owner took the
time and pain to see theiWe are blessed by being seen.

i ®oday the young are not being seen enough in this @uaryyouth are acting

out in all kinds of waysis a means of getting our attentidhey want to, and

they need to, be seen byiuparents, adults, teachers, priestaahes, leaders.

They need our blessingihey need to see, right in our eyes, the radical acceptance
of their reality,and they needtoreadn o ur ey eYsu atelmg beloved d s :
child; in you l am welp | e a ¥oend pedple need our appreciative gaz
mostly they simply need our gaegeriod.

fOne of the deepest hungers inside young pasylee hunger for adult
connectionthe desire to be recognized, seen, by a significant adhei
desperately need, and badly wahg blessing that comes fmoour gaze and
presenceThey need for us to see thelmthe end, more than they want our
words, they wanter gazeé. 0

A Brief Pause for Quiet Reflection [about 2 or 3 minutes]

Recommitting to Lasallian Mission

8.

Intercessory Prayer

Reader: In thanksgying for the times when others have gazed on us in love
and invited us to accept more fully the gifts with which we have
been bl essed, we prayé

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: In thanksgiving for the children of this world and in the hope that
theirinnocence and human dignity might be respected and
protected, we praye

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: For whom or for what else shall we pray?

[Response: Lord, hear our prayer.]
Closing Prayer
Leader: And in conclusion, let us join together $aying this prayer:

All: Lord our God,
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Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

enlightenus so t hat we may
Inspire us to bless others

with understanding , appreciation and love.
Lead us to confirm for your people

the dignity that arises

from being made in your image and likeses

and from being called to follow Jesus, your Son.

Pour out on us your Spinifpon us
that we may betteshare his vision
in our world which you love so much. Amen

St. John Baptist de La Salle,
pray for us.

Live Jesus in our hets,
forever.
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Reverend Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Call to Worship

Leader: Holy Spirit, source of all wisdom and understanding, our world
needs the kind of educators who, in the words of St. John Baptist
de La Salle, might nfisshyion g Dni kKle :s3t)ar
we light this candlésomeone steps forward to light ttendle) we
ask you to light up our world and our hearts with the fire of your
prophetiqustice;andwe ake a moment to remember

All: That we are in the holy presence of God.
A Reflection on a Modern Icon

Reader: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a
Lutheran Pastor, was a
participant in the resistance
movement against the Nazis.
He was arrested, imprisoned,
and eventually hanged. The
following prayer was written
by him while he wasawaiing
death.

RO God, wearly
| cry to you. Help me to pray
and gather my thoughto
you. | cannot do it alone. In
me it is dark, but with you
there is light; | am lonely, but
you do not desert me; my
courage fails me, but with
you there is h@; | am
restless, but with you there is peace; in me there is bitterness, but

with you there is patience; | do not understand your ways, but you

know the way for me. Father in Heay@mnaise and thankse to

you f or t hpraisemandtimanhks lse yau éosthe new

day. Praise and thanks be to you for all your loskimginess and

faithfulness in my past life. You have shown me so much

goodness; let me also accept what is hard to bear from your hand.

You will not lay a heavier burden on me than | carry. You

make all things serve for the best for your children. Lord, whatever

this day brings, your name be prais
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T Do | have faith enough t
resto?
Pause for Quiet Reflection [for 3 to 5 minutes]

Instrumental Music

Closing Prayer

Leader:

All:

Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

from Charles de Foucauld

As our time of prayer draws to a close, let us be of one mind and
one heart as we pray:

| abandon myself into your hands; do with me what you will.
Whatever you may do, | thank you:

| am ready foall, | accept all.

Let only your will be done in me, and in all your creatures.

| wish no more than this, O Lord.

Into your hands | commend my soul;

| offer it to you with all the love of my heart,

for | love you, Lord,

and so need to give myself,

to surender myself into your hands,

without reserve, and with boundless confidence,
for you are my Father. Amen.

St. John Baptist de La Salle,

pray for us.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, model of gospel living,
inspire us.

Live Jesusn our hearts,

forever.
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A Method of Prayer for Teachers
Brother William Mann!

Introduction

In the Collectior? and also irThe Explanation of the Method of Interior Pray&dohn

Baptist de La Salle proposes a method for personal and interior.pfagemethod,

however, should not be mistaken for the prayer itself. Neither should one mistake
personalandinteror pr ayer f osrelatiomship with @dd.eDe loafSake n e 6
method was proposed as a way of entering into conversation with @ddnthof
conversation which is capable of illuminating and transforming the whole & biee It

was for this end that De La Salle developed three seridgditation$ to help his

teacher disciples enter more easily into the daily practice of thiecsation.

For De La Salle, there is ultimately no distinction to be made between the quest for closer
intimacy with God in prayer, on the one hand, and the duties é engployment as a
Christian educator, on the other. The two are clearly and indidgdinked in the

ministry of Christian educatiofiSince you are entrusted with the instruction of others,

you should endeavor to become competent in the art of speaking to God, about God, and
for God; but rest assured that you will never be able tdkspegour students in such a

way as to win them to God, until you yourself have leatnespeak to God and about

God. 0o

The kind of personal and interior prayer recommended by De La Salle really requires that
one be immersed in the scriptur@Bhis procas involves the kind of dynamic that

happens in making friends with anyone. You have to spend time together, talk together,
listen to each other, and get to know each ahénd the scriptures present us with a
privileged opportunity to spend this kinfitone with God.

Over and over again in tiMeditations for SundayandMeditations for FeasiDe La
Salle begins with explicit references to gospel texts.Meditations for the Time of
Retreatreflect a profound assimilation of the Mystery of @towe at Work in the
World as it can be discovered in the writings of St. Hduis God that we strive to know

1 An adaptation by the District of Great Britain [deldsairg.uk/lace/previous/ARTICLES/prayer.htm] of
the introduction oAmbassadors of Jesus Christ: Prayer Meditations for Christian EduchyoBsother
William Mann, Brother Henry Dissanayke, and Brother Isaias Tzegay (Rome, 1995; reprinted in Manila,
1996) pp. 19.

2De La SalleCollection of Various Short Treatis@isasallian Publications, 1993).

3 De La SalleThe Explanation of the Method of Interior Prayeasallian Publications, 1995).

4 De La SalleMeditations for Sundays, Feasts, and Ret(eagallian Publications, 1994).

5De La SalleMeditations #64.2.

5 PalkerJ. Palmer,To Know as We Are Known: Education as a Spiritual Jouthiayper Collins

Publishers, 1983, 1993), p. 101.
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by spiritual reading and by interior prayer so that we might be better able to make Him
known and to make Him loved by all thasewvhom we havemd e Hi m’ known. 0

As De La Salle became aware, by @ograce, of the human and spiritual needs of the
artisans and the poor, he devoted himself to forming educators totally dedicated to
teaching and to Christian education. @o8pirit breathes life intde world. The Holy

Spirit, in every generation, continues to confide to teachers a special role in the Christian
and human formation of the young and, through them, continues to enable students to
welcome Jesus into the deepest aspirations of the humdrab€aood News.

Personal and interior prayer is not the privatized activity of an isolated Christian. Prayer
is fia time when we can still ourselves enough to begin to feel our natural connsstedne
to each ot helTheacyusitionfehe habof perdonaband interior prayer
will be out of the question for anyone who does not tryutbvate compassion for

others? In prayer, the Spirit unites the one who prays with the whole of the Church
gathered around Jesus in need and prayer. It igftine, really prayer with the Church;
furthermore, it is, for De La Salle,gyer normally made in a Churéh.

The method proposed requires about thirty minutes a day. It also requires that you put
aside your busyess and external clutter for a little Wehiand that you try to free

yourself from some of your inward noise and internal static. It requires some solitude,
some silence. For, after all, personal and interior prayer vgay of entering into silence

so deeply that we can hear the whole w@righeech, a way of entering into solitude so
deeply that we can feel the whole wa@saonnections. In prayer we touch that
transcendent Spirit from whom all things arise and to whom all things return, who makes
all things kindred as they g

First Movemen: In the Presence of the Living God

You are invited to begin by entering into a more conscious awareness of the presence of
God. We walk in Gog world.

1 The Trinity is immanently present. Our God is neither distant nor indifferent.
Rather, God, present the world, desires that all of us comditbe knowledge of
God Himself and of all that He has willed to reveal to us through Jesus Christ,
through His apostles, and through His ChusttHowever, there are many other
realities in each of our lives thabtmpete for our attention and distract e
awareness of this presence.

T  Where is God most present to you? Is it in the quiet of your heart? Is it in your
relationships? Is it in ministry? Perhaps God is particularly present to you in the

7 De La SalleMeditations #41.3.

8 palmer, p. 80.
® Thomas Merta, New Seeds of Contemplatifidew Directions Books, 1972), p. 77.
1 From Brother Jeahouis SchneidedMi ni st re de | 60 E(Bame,49394).on Chreti enne

11 palmer, p. 124.
12De La SalleMeditations #193.1; cf. 1 Tm 2:4.

68



beauty of naturer under the rags of the poor who wander in the streets. For
some, it is the presence of God in the Eucharist which attracts. Take the time to
recall Gods presence, and then spend some minutes in its conscious awareness.
Spend as much quiet time, as plokss in this way.

T Who am | to be in Ga# presence? Who is this in whose presence | find myself?
Almplore Him: Lord, do not pass me by, do not leave until | am aware that you
have come. Lord, keep knocking at my door; knock again and again until | open
to you. This is the attitude of an open person.®méole beings a "yes" to God
in sifence. o

T God wills a union of our mind and heart with that of Jesus who came to do the
Fathets will. fil have come that they may have life, and have it abundaitly.

The wonderful news is that God invitAwe to share, as His son [or daughter], in
Hisowncard or my brothé&rs [and sisters].o

1 Ask God present to you to help you to be more aware of this will, to be more open
to it, to be one in mind and heart with whaid3vants most to do in the world
through youfiDoing your will, O God, is delightfuld®

And so, in the first movement of the method of personal and interior prayer proposed
here, you are invited to spend some time considering the divine will. Rementber tha
AGods will is certainly found in anything that is required of us in order that we may be
uni ted with on'AskGodtb ek you fo nnddrstandevhede God is
leading you through and in the midst of the concrete experiences of your everyday
ministry.

Second Movement.iving the Mystery of Christ

The second movement of our method of personal and interior prayer is the invitation to
contemplate the Mystery of GadLove at Work in the World, and particularly in your

own life. This will normallybe the main body of your time in prayer, and the Jesus of the
gospels will be at the heart of this movement. De La Salle suggests that we contemplate
Jesus Christ in the gospels so that, by the example of His life and teachings, we might be
gradually trasformed to be more like Him.

T How are you patrticipating in the Mystery of the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus in your daily efforts to reach and touch the lives of the people with whom
you minister? This is, above all, really a matter of identityraralrth in Christ.
AANd the life | live now is not my own; Christ is living in me. Of course, | still
live my human life, but it is a life of faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself for meé!8

13 Quoted from Ladislaus Boro®n Christian Prayer in Brother Alvaro Rodrigueavietodo de Oracion,
para concersar con Dios, segun San Juan Bautista de La(&alktemala, 1982), p. 11.

14Jn 10:10.

15 Merton, p. 18.

6 ps 40:8.

1 Merton, p. 76.

8 Gal 2:20.
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